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Contribution by the EU and its Member States 
 

The EU and its Member States would like to thank the Secretariat and especially the Bureau for preparing 
the draft decision on the work programme for 2018-2021 and also wish to thank the Secretariat for 
the opportunity to comment on this draft. 

We could support the draft decision on the work programme for 2018-2021 provided that the text be 
amended as follows: 

1. In para 1 we propose to keep only the first part of the original sentence “Welcomes the interest 
of countries from outside the UNECE region to join the Convention” and to add the new words: 
“and reaffirms its decision IV on accession to the Convention by non-UNECE Member 
states.” 

2. Regarding annex III: 

We welcome the proposed scheme as presented in annex III and the inclusion of a thematic 
discussion based on the outcome of the work of a special Task Force each meeting of the WGP. 
We think that it is important that one meeting is organized for the Task Force on Access to 
Justice every year, except for the year when there is a thematic session about that Task Force’s 
work included in the WGP. Regarding the order of the topics we could be flexible and leave this to 
the Bureau and the Task Forces to organise. 

3. We would like to ask the Secretariat to take into account that the inclusion of an objective for the 
compliance mechanism to “increase support to individual Parties in following up decisions on 
compliance” requires an efficient use of resources, including a focus on getting substantive 
content and procedural matters right to avoid having to go back and forth between Parties, 
communicants and the Committee. 
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