
EUROPEAN ECO FORUM SUBMISSION ON THE RULES OF PROCEDURE

FOR THE PRTR PROTOCOL



1. The Protocol expressly requires that its rules of procedure take into account the Convention’s rules of procedure. Article 17, paragraph 2, of the Protocol requires that the Meeting of the Parties:

“(g) ….adopt rules for procedure for its sessions and those of its subsidiary bodies, taking into account any rules of procedure adopted by the Meeting of the Parties of the Convention.”

2. The second meeting of the Working Group of the Parties on Pollutant Release Transfer Registers (the PRTR Working Group) agreed that the rules of procedure for the Protocol should use the Aarhus Convention rules of procedure as a point of departure. 

3. As was noted by the background paper prepared for the second meeting of the PRTR Working Group (ECE/MP.PP/AC.1/2005/3), the Convention’s rules are known to be innovative in certain areas and, as the most recently adopted in the UNECE context, represent the state of the art in many respects.

4. In practice, to date the Convention’s rules of procedure have worked well. The second Meeting of the Parties made no changes to the rules.

5. In light of the above, the Convention’s rules should be replicated for the Protocol. References in the rules to pertinent articles of the Convention should be updated to the equivalent provisions of the Protocol. In other respects, the Convention’s rules should be adopted in their entirety, subject to the points discussed in paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 below.

6. In particular, the following rules which deal with the public’s rights should be adopted directly:

a) Rule 6, paragraph 2 (regarding NGO as observers)


"2. The Bureau shall invite a representative of non-governmental organizations 
established for the purpose of, and actively engaged in, promoting environmental 
protection and having a clear public interest  character, appointed in accordance with  
paragraph 4, to attend bureau meetings as an observer. "

b) Rule 7, paragraphs 1, 2, 3 (regarding opening meeting to NGOs and the public)

c) Rule 10 (regarding distribution of the agenda)

d) Rule 11 (regarding public access to meeting documentation)

e) Rule 22, paragraphs 2, 4 (regarding an NGO observer to the Bureau)

7. The following points should be included as new provisions in the Protocol’s rules:

a) Replacement of the NGO observer to the Bureau

The Protocol’s rules should make provision for the appointment of a replacement NGO observer in the event that the NGO observer is unable to complete the assigned term of office. Suggested wording is:

“If the representative of the non-governmental organizations referred to in paragraph 2 resigns or is otherwise unable to complete the assigned term of office or to perform the functions of the office, the said organizations shall appoint a replacement representative at the next Working Group of the Parties.” 

b) Coordination between the two bureaux and the Meetings of the Parties
In order to promote coordination and cooperation between the bureaux of the Convention and the Protocol and their Meetings of the Parties, a provision such as the following should be added:

“In order to enhance synergies, coordination and cooperation between the bureaux of the Convention and the Protocol and their respective Meeting of the Parties, the Meeting of the Parties may request the Bureau to communicate as appropriate with the Bureau of the Convention and report back to it, including with recommendations as appropriate.”

