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Title
Programme for Implementation of the Protocol on PRTRs in Tajikistan and Central Asia

Location 
Dushanbe, Tajikistan

Duration
May-December 2006

Preliminary budget
Amount requested - $ 39,230

(annexed)
Total amount - $ 41,830


Contributions of organisations - $ 2,600

I.
PROJECT RATIONALE
Since the adoption of the Convention, Tajikistan, due to the assistance of the Secretariat, has participated in several WG activities, including those of the Working group on PRTRs.

Before and after adoption of the Aarhus Convention Tajikistan  participated in a number of local and regional programmes for the implementation of the Convention. The country has participated in the Convention’s WG activities and  Meetings of the Parties to the Convention. It hosted in Dushanbe the Second Regional Seminar on the Aarhus Convention in  June 2002. In 2005 Tajikistan was appointed one of the pilot countries for development of a National Profile on the Implementation of the Aarhus Convention which had been developed by UNITAR and UNECE. Preparation of the National Profile of Tajikistan was initiated by the government and NGOs. Environmental experts of the ministries and departments involved in environmental protection activities, as well as NGOs representatives took part in the preparation of the National Profile.

Tajikistan signed the Protocol on PRTRs at the fifth 'Environment for Europe' Ministerial Conference in Kiev last May 2003. Further detailed studies of the technical aspects of this issue at the WG Meeting in February 2004 in Geneva demonstrated the new role of environmental information exchange.

Right after the country had signed the Protocol, a WG on PRTRs under the State Committee for Environmental Protection and the Forestry of the Republic of Tajikistan was established. It puts efforts into the establishment of a National PRTR which is analogous to best European practices. It also collaborates with experts involved in Climate Change problems and the Stockholm Convention activities. 

Today Tajikistan badly needs to establish a National PRTR. This shortcoming is an obstacle in  keeping quality statistical records required by the Convention. A number of national and regional level activities are required in order to establish this Register. It would allow to provide the general public and all interested parties with information on the Protocol and PRTRs.

We have already accomplished a lot. NGOs’  support and participation were useful. The process has already started, we have joined the Convention and the Protocol. Now we need to adapt the legislation to new requirements. Statistical bodies and monitoring system capacities assessment will be necessary in order to evaluate the duration of the PRTRs implementation in Tajikistan. It is also of high priority to continue with activities informing  all Ministries and Departments involved in PRTR related process and its implementation.

The established WG on PRTRs is eager to work and that is why it requests technical and financial assistance of International Organisations,  – the Secretariat, UNITAR, UNECE and others.

The realisation of the following project proposal and working programme would allow to boost the ratification of the Protocol in Tajikistan in 2006.

II. PLAN OF PRTRs IMPLEMENTATION ACTIVITIES 

	
	Activities
	2006

	
	Preparatory work
	

	1
	Coordination of project proposals and provisional agenda of the National and Central Asian Meetings on PRTRs with international donors
	April

	2
	National Meeting on PRTRs 
	

	
	Preparation of the National Meeting 
	Mai

	
	National Meeting
	June

	3
	National PRTR Register
	

	
	Preparation of a Draft Register
	June-September

	
	Discussion of the Register
	October

	4
	Central Asian Meeting on PRTRs
	

	
	Preparation of the Meeting
	November

	
	Meeting
	December

	
	Processing of results of the Meeting
	December

	
	Dissemination of finalised documents
	December


Aim:

Implementation of the Protocol’s guidelines in Tajikistan and Central Asia through organisation of National and Regional Meetings on PRTRs; enhancement of experts activities and their collaboration at national, regional and international levels; provision of  support  for the WG on PRTRs and collaboration with the WGs on PRTR of Central Asian countries; establishment of a National Register on PRTR as a pilot Central Asian  project.

Tasks:

1. Recognition that it is very important for Tajikistan to share worldwide community efforts to improve public access to environmental information through establishment and maintenance of a National Register on PRTR.

2. Support for the WG on PRTRs in order to further implement the Protocol and to realise the proposals in Tajikistan

3. Preparation of proposals concerning establishment and development of a National Register.

4. Improving knowledge of interested parties in Tajikistan on PRTRs, relevant international legislation and experience

5. Preparation of project proposal on establishment of a National Register and assistance in dissemination of information about similar projects.

6. Promotion of the Protocol’s guidelines, its adoption and ratification in Central Asia, according to the Project of Strategic Actions proposed by the EECCA region NGOs.

III.

 PROCESS

1. Programme of the National Workshop on the Implementation of the Protocol on PRTRs

Aim:

To inform interested parties and governmental bodies representatives about the main requirements of the Protocol. Assessment of Tajikistan’s further potential for participation in this international legal instrument and for its implementation.

Participants:

Representatives of the Parliament, Ministries and Departments of Tajikistan, NGOs, experts, interested parties and others.

Duration: 2 working days (exclusively of arrivals and departures)

Venue: Dushanbe, Tajikistan

2. Programme of the Central Asian Meeting on the Protocol on PRTRs.

Aim:

To inform about the experience of Tajikistan, Central Asian states, UNECE and other international organisations, foreign NGOs, industrial associations and expert groups in the implementation of the Protocol.

Participants:

Representatives from Ministries and Departments of Central Asian states, NGOs, local and international experts, other interested parties.

Duration: 2 days (exclusively of arrivals and departures)

Venue: Dushanbe

Full Programme will be made available

A. Activities preceding the Meetings
· Preparation of the list of participants

· Preparation of working materials ( programme, questionnaire, copying of  documents, etc.)

· Dissemination of relevant information

· Consultations with experts from CA and international organisations

B. Activities during the Meetings

· Reception and placement of participants

· Sessions

· Processing of the Meeting’s results

· Organisation of departures

C. Activities after the Meetings

· Dissemination of Decision, Resolutions and other finalised documents among all interested parties

Working languages of the Meetings: Russian, Tajik, English

Budget

	N
	Articles of Expenditure
	NGO
	Aarhus Center
	Amount Requested
	Total in USD $

	1
	Travel expenses

National Meeting

CA Meeting

Turkmenistan – 3 people

Kyrgyzstan – 5 people

Uzbekistan – 5 people

Kazakhstan – 5 people

Europe – 10 people
	0
	0
	1000

2,400

1,800

600

2000

10,000
	17,800

	2
	Accommodations
National Meeting

(20$×20 people×3 days)

CA Meeting

(80$×30 people×4 days)
	0

0
	0

0
	1200

9600
	10,800

	3
	Daily allowances

National Meeting

(5$×40 people×2 days)

CA Meeting

(10$×50 people×2 days)
	0

0
	0

0
	400

1000
	1,400

	4
	Lunch

National Meeting

(6$×40 people×2 days)

CA Meeting

(10$×50 people×3 days)
	0

0
	0

0
	480

1500
	1,980

	5
	Diner

National Meeting

(6$×40 people×2 days)

CA Meeting

(5$×50 people×3 days)
	0

0
	0

0
	480

750
	1,230

	6
	Coffee break

National Meeting

(2$×40 people×2 times×2 days)

CA Meeting

(5$×50 people×2 times×3 days)
	0

0
	0

0
	320

600
	920

	7
	Equipment rental

(PC,

Printer & scanner,

LCD-projector & screen)

Microphone
	800

200

100
	500

300

0
	0

0

200

500
	2,600

	8
	Spares

(toners, cartridges etc.)
	0
	0
	400
	400

	9
	Communications, mail expenses

(9 months×50$)
	0
	0
	450
	450

	10
	Copying of documents before and after the Meetings
	0
	0
	300
	300

	11
	Stationery

(bags, badges, banners, paper, pens)
	50
	50
	500
	600

	12
	Meeting rooms

National Meeting (2 times×150)

CA Meeting (3 times×150)
	0

0
	300

0
	0

450
	750

	13
	Bus rental

(airport – hotel etc.)
	0
	100
	300
	400

	14
	PRTRs experts remuneration
	100
	100
	2000
	2,200

	
	Total
	1250
	1350
	39230
	41830


