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www.bmu.de

	Bundesministerium für Umwelt, Naturschutz und Reaktorsicherheit, 11055 Berlin

	1)
	To Jolyon Thomson 

as the facilitator of the Contact Group

via the Secretariat for the PRTR Protocol 


PRTR / Rules of Procedure and Compliance Mechanism
Berlin, 18.05.2007
Seite 1 von 4
Dear Mr. Thomson 

In response to the questions which you introduced as the facilitator of the Contact Group during the fourth meeting of the Working Group of the PRTR-Protocol I would like to present the answers on behalf of the European Community and its Member States as follows: 

1) In response to the tasks outlined in para. 23 (a) and (b) of the advanced copy of the report of the fourth meeting of the Working Group on PRTR (Document ECE/MP.PP/AC.1/2007/2) the European Community and its Member States could with the few modifications outlined below accept Package Example 2 as circulated with the secretariat’s mail of 8th March 2007 (modifications in track change mode). 

The following modifications introduced in track change mode need to be made in order to enable the EU and its Member States to accept this package example: 

Compliance Mechanism

4. Candidates meeting the requirements of paragraph 2 shall be nominated for election pursuant to paragraph 6 by Parties, taking into consideration any proposal for candidates made by signatories or by non-governmental organisations qualified or having an interest in the fields to which the Protocol relates.

18. On the expiry of 12 months from either the date of adoption of this decision or the date of the entry into force of the Protocol with respect to a Party, communications may be brought before the Committee by members of the public concerning that Party’s compliance with the Protocol, unless that Party has notified the Depositary in writing by the end of the applicable period that it is unable to accept for a period of four years the consideration of such communications by the Committee.  The Depositary shall, without delay, notify all Parties of any such notification received.  During the four year period mentioned above, the Party may revoke its notification, thereby accepting that, from that date, communications may be brought before the Committee by one or more members of the public concerning that Party’s compliance with the Protocol.

Rules of Procedure

In the Decision text:
New recital 3:

Further noting that it is open to the Bureau to invite whoever it chooses including any NGO qualified in the field to which this Protocol relatesto attend its meetings and assist it in its deliberations, and encourages the Bureau to do so where appropriate. 

New operational paras X and Y in the Decision text:
Requests the Bureau to consider, in the light of its experience, whether it would benefit from the presence of permanent observers at its meetings;

Further requests the Bureau to report on this to the third Meeting of the Parties;
Rule 22

1. A bureau shall be established consisting of seven members, as follows:

(a) The officers referred to in rule 18; 

(b) Representatives of other Parties.

2. At each ordinary session of the Meeting of the Parties, following the election of the officers, the remaining members of the Bureau shall be elected by the Parties present at the session.

3. Except for the first session of the Meeting of the Parties, when members shall serve from the beginning of the meeting, all the members of the Bureau shall serve from the end of the ordinary session at which they are elected until the end of the next ordinary session of the Meeting of the Parties, this being one term of office.  The members of the Bureau shall be eligible for re-election but may not serve three consecutive terms.  In electing Bureau members, due account shall be taken of the need to ensure a balanced geographical representation.

4. The Bureau shall be chaired by the Chairperson of the Meeting of the Parties or, in his or her absence, by a Vice-Chairperson.

5. If member of the Bureau resigns or is otherwise unable to complete the assigned term of office or to perform the functions of the office, a representative of the same Party shall be named by the Party concerned to replace the said member for the remainder of that member’s mandate.

6. The agenda for and minutes of Bureau meetings, where available, shall be placed on the UNECE website and shall be provided to members of the public on request, in accordance with the procedure set out in rule 13(2).

2) As to the task in para. 23 (c) of the report: 

As the choice of package example 2 with the proposed modifications already indicates our priorities and reflects a balanced compromise of the different aspects an express ranking of the single elements does not seem necessary. 


3) Question in para. 23 (d) (i) of the report: 

Assuming that a public trigger is acceptable, are you prepared to live with a 4-year opt-out period? 


Answer: 
Yes

4) Question in para. 23 (d) (ii) of the report: 

Assuming that a public trigger is acceptable, are you prepared to live with the deletion of option A (the Committee’s right of initiative) as a freestanding prodedure? 

Answer: 
Yes 

5) Question in para. 23 (d) (iii) of the report: 

Are you prepared to live with a broader reference to NGOs in the rules of procedure, i.e. no express definition of NGO but with reliance instead on the formulation already used in article 17, paragraph 5, of the Protocol?

Answer: 
Yes

The European Community and its Member States give these answers with a view to facilitate compromise and a balance between the different views among all Parties and Signatories of the PRTR-Protocol. 

Yours Sincerely, 
Christian Lindemann / Marcus Schroeder 
Zustelladresse: Robert-Schuman-Platz 3, 53175 Bonn, Lieferadresse: Alexanderstraße 3, 10178 Berlin

Verkehrsanbindung: Haltestelle Alexanderplatz, S-/U-Bahnen: S3, S5, S7, S9, S75, U2, U5, U8, Tram: 2,3,4,5, Bus: 100,157,257,348

