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UNEP – PRTR related activities
Thank you for the opportunity to highlight UNEP’s activities related to PRTRs. The United Nations Environment Programme has been supportive of PRTRs for years, which is not surprising as they are a proven method for driving pollution reduction. Since 2009, UNEP has supported PRTR design and implementation activities in both the ECE and in other regions using funding mechanisms such as the Global Environment Facility and the SAICM Quick Start Program. This year we will start a project funded by the GEF, in collaboration with UNITAR, on implementing PRTRs in six countries as a tool to report POPs and other priority chemicals. 
Another ongoing activity is the development of mercury assessments, including national inventories.  To date UNEP is assisting more than 20 countries to develop national mercury inventories, including Moldova and Russia. As you know, the Minamata Convention on Mercury was adopted in October 2013. To date 99 countries have signed the Convention and one country, the United States, has ratified it. 
Mercury is of course a pollutant required to be reported on most if not all existing national PRTRs, and the Minamata Convention contains provisions for countries to report on their uses of mercury and also on efforts to reduce uses and releases. During the negotiations leading to the Minamata Convention, UNEP worked with the OECD PRTR Task Force and the International PRTR Coordinating Group to provide input to the governments negotiating the Minamata text. This input highlighted the role that PRTRs could play in a Party’s future reporting under the Convention, with the result that PRTRs are specifically mentioned in the Minamata Convention. When the Convention enters into force, which is after 50 signatories have ratified, approved, accepted or acceded, the first Conference of the Parties may decide to use PRTRs for reporting. UNEP thinks this would be an excellent example of building on the existing and proven mechanism of the PRTR. Many who contributed to this effort are in the room, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank them for their continued support over these past five years.
Lastly I would point to some of UNEP’s other work which ties closely to PRTRs.  UNEP continues to work in support of SAICM by leading the drafting of a Chemicals in Products programme. This programme will facilitate the flow of information on the chemicals contained in manufactured products throughout the product life cycle, thus enabling sound decisions on managing and reducing associated chemical risks. There are links to PRTRs to be made through this work, for example to inform on chemical releases from products during the product use phase – studies of this nature were carried out and presented through the OECD PRTR Task Force. 
With its activities on Chemicals in Products, and particularly in view of the strong link between the chemicals that end up in products and the chemicals used in t he processes that make these products, UNEP collaborates with companies in the private sector on numerous aspects of sound chemicals management. 
Related to this we heard at a very interesting side event this morning from the textile sector which has begun a significant effort to work with their supply chains to communicate about pollutant releases from their contracted supply chain facilities to the local populations. The group leading this is the Zero Discharge of Hazardous Chemicals Group and includes well-known global companies in the apparel and footwear sectors. ZDHC released a document last November which outlines their commitment to the Right to Know principle, and assessed the PRTR approach as best for the sector for collecting data from their supply chains and making it available to local communities. This effort by ZDHC is in its early stages and presents opportunities to promote PRTR in countries where it is not currently used and as well for the PRTR community to assist a major global product sector in designing pollutant reporting mechanisms.

Thank you Mr. Chair for giving UNEP the opportunity to highlight some of our PRTR-related activities.
