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Thank you very much Madam Chair for giving me the floor. 
Good morning to everyone. I would like to start my intervention by thanking 
to the Government of Montenegro for hosting this meeting and for its kind 
hospitality. 
 
Firstly I would like to introduce for those who maybe do not know yet what 
the IPRTRCG (or ICG) is: 

• The International PRTR Coordinating Group is a platform that brings 
together key global PRTR players. It is an open group. UNEP, UNITAR, 
UNECE and Spain currently serve on the Bureau. The UNECE Aarhus 
Secretariat also serves as secretariat. 

• The meetings of the International PRTR Coordinating Group usually take 
place yearly and back to back with the meetings of the OECD WG on 
PRTR. Last meeting, the 11th one, hosted by the Government of USA, 
took place in June this year in New York. 

• The overall objective of the International PRTR Coordinating Group is to 
improve coordination among international organizations, governments, 
NGOs and other interested parties in their efforts related to the 
development and implementation of PRTR systems. Also to promote 
capacity-building for PRTRs in developing countries and countries with 
economies in transition through intergovernmental coordination.  

All the updated information on the IPRTRCG is available on the UNECE/PRTR 
website: http://www.unece.org/env/pp/prtr/intlcgimages/about.html.  
 
ICG participants inform usually on yearly basis about the activities and 
progress made in its own systems but also about its PRTR activities 
worldwide This mostly means an amazing exchange information exercise on 

http://www.unece.org/env/pp/prtr/intlcgimages/about.html


the latest PRTR-related cooperation activities, which allow us the constant 
updating of the “PRTR-global-map”, showing at a quick glance the level of 
PRTR implementation around the world (available 
on http://www.unece.org/env/pp/prtr/intlcgimages/about.html). This is not 
a legal/formal or an official PRTR MAP but a friendly way to take a look how 
the PRTR family is growing up worldwide. 
 

The topics on which, during its meetings the ICG participants discuss are 
focused on trying to identify what we call “PRTR Hot-Topics”. With this it is 
intended to provide an opportunity for bringing to the discussion any topic 
that is innovative or considered as a priority in the implementation of PRTRs, 
such us: 
o The role of PRTRs in promoting sustainability and good governance, i.e. 

how to apply them for the assessment of the Sustainable Development 
Goals implementation. 

o Scope of PRTRs in the context of new developments with regard to use of 
chemical substances and further harmonization of different PRTR systems 

o Or its role as an information and learning platform e.g. How to better use 
and communicate the PRTR data and the existing related sources of 
information focusing on the real stakeholder and the public in general 
demands. 

o Also, ways to promote the great potential of PRTRs on building synergies 
at multiple levels and as a reporting tool to multilateral environmental 
agreements (like to the Minamata, Stockholm, Basel, Rotterdam, and 
Barcelona Conventions, or to the Kyoto Protocol). 

In this line, and considering the positive experience with the first and second 
Global Round Tables on PRTR held in November 2013 in Geneva, and in 
November 2015 in Madrid, the ICG during its last meeting expressed its 
strongly support to continue organizing joint UNECE-OECD Global Round 
Tables in future. Some of the topics that the ICG proposes for discussing at 
the next one, could be: Diversity of uses of PRTRs; Knowledge on demand – 
based on data visualization; PRTRs assessing sectorial environmental 
performance and Green chemistry; Equivalence vs uniformity among PRTR 
systems… (These are only some examples…) 
 

http://www.unece.org/env/pp/prtr/intlcgimages/about.html


I think, Madam Chair, that’s all from my side. I have tried to give you, an 
overview on the main activities of the International PRTR Coordinating Group. 
Eventually I would like to invite you all to participate actively in this group. 

Thank you very much for your attention. 

 

Add.1.- Draft “MAP of PRTR Initiatives” (June, 2017): 

 

 IPRTRCG note: This map is not a legal/formal/official one. The presentation of the material on this map do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its 
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Colors are used to illustrate the level of 
implementation of PRTRs around the world in a friendly way. 


