
Effective Public Participation :
a new platform to access to 

environnemental informations 
and data 

Aurélie Guillemot

French Ministry for an Ecological and 
Solidary Transition

General Commissionner for sustainable 
development

8. October 2018



2

Introduction

In 2016, France modernised its laws on environmental impact assessment 
and environmental dialogue.

To make public participation effective, the reform resulted in:

 The desire to reinforce public participation at a very early stage of a project

 The desire to be transparent by facilitating access to relevant 
informations and data for the decision-making process
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Facilitate access to relevant informations:
a necessity for the public

 Maastricht Recommendations with respect to articles 6,7 and 8 of the 
Aarhus Convention

 European Directive 2014/52 / EU modifying Directive 2011/92/UE

 At the national level: reform of the environmental code in 2016  modernising 
environmental impact assessment (EIA) and environmental dialogue:

✗ Objectives of the public participation : contribute to the protection of 
environment, improve the quality of public decision-making, 
environmental education and improve and diversify environmental 
information (Article L.120-1 of the environmental code)

✗ Articles L. 122-1-VI & R122-12 of the environmental code

✗ Law No. 2016-1087 of August 8, 2016 for the recovery of biodiversity, 
nature and landscapes

➢ In 2018, creation of a platform that centralises information on all projects 
subject to an impact assessment:

https://www.projets-environnement.gouv.fr/pages/home/

https://www.projets-environnement.gouv.fr/pages/home/
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The advantages of the platform
 

 It facilitates the uploading of public 
participation files (after EIA) 

➔ for the benefit of services who 
organize public participation 
(storage of EIA) and citizens 
(consultation)

 It provides access to a single 
national point for all public 
consultation files organized by the 
State services

 It provides free access to 
environmental impact 
assessments of projects by 
capitalizing the data they contain

➔ for the benefit of the public 
(consultation) and project 
manager (source of inspiration to 
improve the quality of the project)

This access to relevant documents 
and information is therefore part of 
a virtuous circle for the protection 
of the environment and 
environmental education.
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For the project leader

Project leaders are now obliged to make available to the 
public:

 The environmental impact assessment of their project: in an open 
digital format for a period of 15 years

 Raw environmental data used

 Geolocation of their project (visual presentation)
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Informations available to the public

✔ a description of the project

✔ the identity of the project leader / his contact details / the design office

✔ the nature of the project & its funding (private / public)

✔ the authorizations issued for this project

✔ biodiversity data

✔ the full impact study and non-technical summary of the project

✔ the notice of the local authorities consulted

✔ the opinion of the environmental authority on the project and the EIA

✔ the answer of the project leader to the recommendations made in this 
opinion

✔ a project map and eventually pictures

✔ the outcomes of the public participation procedures organised during the 
preparation of the project (before EIA)
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Essential prerequisites for effective public 
participation

✔ dates during which it will be able to 
make 
observations,recommendations, 
objections, comments

✔ name of the investigating 
commissioner who will make a 
report of the public inquiry 
which will also be published on the 
website

✔ final decision of project 
authorization taking into account 
the outcomes of the public 
consultation

✔ website address and physical 
locations open for submission of 
observations

Access to this relevant informations will allow the public to participate effectively 
in the consultation as it will also be informed of :
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Conclusion

 This platform is an easy-to-use tool for the public that allows them 
to find the relevant information gathered at one point, to be able 
to geolocate the projects in the territory that concerns them, which 
will allow them to actively participate in the decision-making 
process

 This tool is a guarantee of transparency that allows the public to 
have an overview of the projects on its territory and helps to 
inform, involve and ensure effective public participation.

 This tool is a help for integrating environment considerations in 
public decisions and project elaboration through this improved 
overview of projects on a territory.



           Thank you for your attention
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