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EIA screening

Projects listed in Annex II to the Directive are not automatically subjected to an
environmental impact assessment.
Member States can decide to subject them to an assessment on a case-by-case basis or
according to thresholds and/or criteria (for example size), location (sensitive ecological
areas in particular) and potential impact (surface affected, duration).

The process of determining whether an assessment is required for a project listed in
Annex II is called screening.

Annex II includes :
Any change or extension of projects listed in Annex I or this Annex, already authorised,
executed or in the process of being executed, which may have significant adverse effects
on the environment (change or extension not included in Annex I)



EIA screening
Concerns about environmental and health impacts

Citizens may have environmental concerns about changes or extension to existing
activities/projetcs (especially project relating to energy, waste, water treatment…)

Benefit of Public consultation

help the EIA screening to properly address relevant issues, including those 
perceived as being important by local communities and  affected groups

Help to address risk perceptions and public concerns:
The way the public – people with a generalized knowledge – perceive environment  
and health impact does not always align with the best estimates of the effect 
provided by scientific experts



EIA screening

Legislative Decree Law 152/2006 Code on the Environment
EIA Screening procedures pursuant to art. 20, paragraph 2 of Legislative 
Decree no. 152/2006 as amended by art. 15 of Decree Law 91 of 2014

Preparation of the screening documentation by the developer 

Preparation of the 
Screening submission

Public information and 
consultation

Examination/assessment of screening documentation 
by the CA 

45 
days

Information on screening 
determination Screening determination

EIA required EIA not required

min 90 days
max 135 ays

The Ministry of the Environment, or the competent regional authorities, may decide to acquire and evaluate
possible observations sent after the legal deadline, according to the time framework set by Legislative Decree
156/2006 as added or amended, for the implementation of preliminary and technical activities and for issuing
the final proceeding.

The public is  
informed and 
consulted

Reasonable time-frame



EIA Directive, Art. 6
…public shall be informed electronically and by public notices or by other appropriate
means
….Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that the relevant
information is electronically accessible to the public, through at least a CENTRAL
PORTAL
…..Reasonable time-frames for the different phases shall be provided for

2014/52/EU 
The implementation of the new provisions of the new EIAD in the current Italian 
legislation 
some provisions of the new EIA directive (2014/25/UE) on environmental information
already on board in the Italian EIA – SEA legislation framework

EIA Directive 

Legislative Decree 152/2006 , amended by
Law 4/2008 
Law 128/2010 
…..
Ministerial Decree 30/03/2015

National legislation on environmental impact is in continuous evolution

National legislation



Public information and consultation 
in EIA screening procedure 

How?

Relevant information for projects in public consultation is electronically 
accessible to the public through CENTRAL PORTAL 
Environmental Assessment Department
http://www.va.minambiente.it 

The comments can be submit as follows:
writing to the Ministry of the Environment Land and Sea – Direction- General for 
Environmental Assessments - Division II Environmental Assessment Systems

in electronic form, using the Certified E-mail  
DGSalvaguardia.Ambientale@PEC.minambiente.it

The transmission will be considered certified, pursuant to existing rules, only if it comes from a Certified E-mail 
address.
Each citizen can activate its own certified mail to communicate with the public administration. The service is free of 
charge and can be activated at www.postacertificata.gov.it.

mailto:DGSalvaguardia.Ambientale@PEC.minambiente.it


The Environmental Assessment portal (www.va.minambiente.it) of the Ministry of 
the Environment provides real-time information about the progress of ongoing 
environmental assessments procedures

Information available on the Environmental Assessment Portal 

 administrative information 
 technical documents concerning projects, plans and programs undergoing assessment, 

conclusive acts issued from 1989 to date, 
 statistics, synthesis data of concluded assessments, 
 operational guides, 
 technical indications and forms, 
 useful data and information to draft environmental studies.

Relevant information electronically accessible 
online to the public
Environmental Assessment portal 

http://www.va.minambiente.it/


Relevant information electronically accessible online 



Information on screening determination 

The public is  informed
and consulted

Decision take due account comments from the public
justification of screening/EIA decisions



Public involvement in key early stage of the EIA process:
screening

determining the need for, and level, of the EIA process 

The inclusion of the views of the affected and interested public helps to
ensure the decision making process is equitable and fair and leads to
more informed choice and better environmental outcomes.

take account of the 
information and views 
that may be useful for 

decision making

reduce conflict  
through the early 
identification of 

contentious issues

improve transparency 
and accountability of 

decision-making

increase public confidence in the EIA 
process

Monitoring the effectiveness



take account of the 
information and 

views that may be 
useful for decision 

making

reduce conflict  
through the early 
identification of 

contentious issues

improve 
transparency and 
accountability of 
decision-making

the early identification of affected parties and their 
concerns provides information that can be 
incorporated into the scoping stage of EIA and 
assists future planning for public involvement

gain a better understanding of the 
nature and significance of the likely 
impacts 

the information can assist in determining if an EIA is 
required and at what level 

projects with significant environmental impacts 
should not escape the EIA !

Monitoring the effectiveness



Thank you for kind attention!
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