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The Meliq community - challenges

Melikgyugh village is located 3-3.5 

km far from 'Tukhmanuk "gold mine
The village has more than 1,200 

residents, whose main occupation is 

cattle breeding and agriculture

The mine exploitation is accompanied 

by violations of environmental norms, 

explosions, gold washing, and 

pollutions of air, pastures, irrigation and 

drinking water 

Social and economic crisisDilapidated infrastructures
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Prehistory
 In 2005 Mego Gold LLC belonging to "Global Gold" company is provided permission 

to extract 667.2 kg of gold and 3,725 tons of silver reserves.

 In 2006 the RA Ministry of Nature Protection issued a negative opinion to the 
company's submitted mining project.

A month later is granted a positive opinion for open mining, for 2 years provided 
that during this period will be implemented a package-project via underground 
extraction method.

 From 2006 to 2008, "Mego Gold" does not pass underground operation.

 In 2008, the RA government signs a special condition under which the exploitation 
right extends until the year 2010.

 Until 2012 the Company exploited the mine in open way, actually via gross violations 
of the RA law.

The head of Melik village on behalf of the 
community, applied to Aparan Aarhus Center, 
NGOs, asking them to support to their 
complaint and make professional studies.
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Environmental risks of the mine project

"Mego Gold" LLC held the second public

hearing on the construction of the 3rd

tailings dump of Tukhmanuk gold

enrichment plant in Meliqgyugh village

hall.

Melikgyugh rejected the tailings dam 

construction.

The protocol of public hearings has been 

falsified in Melikgyugh community.

:

It becomes clear from 

the tectonic map of 

the area that the 

tectonic split runs

exactly through 

Tukhmanuk mine
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Public Hearings and community resistance

NGOs applied to the RA Ministry of Nature 

Protection to revoke the false report.

Links to videos of the public hearings of the 

tailings dam.

On the ecological situation in Melikgyugh 

community as a result of Mego-Gold / Global 

Gold" company’s operation a report on the 

crime was submitted to the Prosecutor 

General's Office 

In accordance with the established order by the Article 10 of the Law 

RA on Environmental Impact Assessment Expertise, in the Ministry of 

Nature Protection, a public hearing was held on the new tailing dump 

project of Tukhmanuk gold processing plant submitted by "Mego 

Gold" LLC, led by ex-minister A. Harutyunyan, to which was given a 

negative opinion.



Page  6

Fraud

After replacement of the RA Minister of Nature Protection in 2014, the company received a 

positive opinion, after which immediately began again Melikgyugh villagers and Mega Gold 

fighting.

The villagers did not believe in the promises, as until now the company is still owed about 8 

million salary to villagers.

The issue was brought to the agenda of the Public Council under the RA Minister of Nature 

Protection by the board member Galust Nanyan and presented to the council and the Ministry 

in details the facts and documents which have been obtained from various sources. 

The Minister of Nature Protection recalled the positive opinion signed by him.

With regard to the above 

mentioned violations, the 

second letter about the GGM 

documents was addressed to 

the RA Prosecutor General's 

Office and the National 

Security Service by NGOs
The public appeals to the RA President on the issues 

of "Tukhmanuk" gold mine and Meliqgyugh
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Notification of the public on the mine project

Media Press conferences
Discussions

Actions

Exhibitions in Yerevn and Aparan
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Research and outcomes

Հատակ

ային

նստվա…

Հող 1, 

Մելիքգյո

ւղից…
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ագույն

թույլա…

Cr 89,0563 168,4499 94,2086 130,274 101,4462 90

0,0

200,0
մգ/կգ Cr  -ի ընդհանուր կոնցենտրացիան հողերի և հատակային

նստվածքների նմուշներում

Cr element total concentrations in soils of Tukhmanuk mine zone and 

sediments of Halavar and Kasagh rivers.
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Cd 0,352506 0,417143 0,287215 0,246122 0,318934 2

0,00
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մգ/կգ Cd-ի ընդհանուր կոնցենտրացիան հողերի և

հատակային նստվածքների նմուշներում

Cd element total concentrations in soils of Tukhmanuk mine zone and 

sediments of Halavar and Kasagh rivers(On top of the columns are given the 

measurement of standard deviations in the form of a section).
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ագույն

թույլա…

As 43,76019 17,95470 3,966520 14,24523 12,12131 10,00000

0,0

50,0մգ/կգ As  -ի ընդհանուր կոնցենտրացիան հողերի և

հատակային նստվածքների նմուշներում

As element total concentrations in soils of Tukhmanuk mine zone and sediments of 

Halavar and Kasagh rivers.
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Sb 2,165254 1,833832 1,066975 0,901901 0,953225 4,500000

-2,5

2,5մգ/կգ Sb -ի ընդհանուր կոնցենտրացիան հողերի և

հատակային նստվածքների նմուշներում

Sb element total concentrations in soils of Tukhmanuk mine zone and 

sediments of Halavar and Kasagh rivers.
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Sustainable agricultural development – as an 
alternative development of the community

In recent years, according to local 

residents, they are able to cultivate 

lands normally and get a stable crop, 

which did not exist before. But the 

social problems remain as a priority.
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