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WGP 18 – AGENDA ITEM 3(B) (I)

EU CONTRIBUTION ON GENERAL ISSUES OF COMPLIANCE
The EU and its Member States would like to thank the Compliance Committee for its hard work during the last intersessional period.
We have carefully studied the draft decisions on separate cases and general issues of compliance as these were deliverd by the Compliance Committee and have had internal discussions on common issues that are of concern to a large number of Member States.
We welcome the initiative on an open dialogue session taken by the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee .
We would like to propose the following addition to the draft decision V/9 on general issues of compliance regarding operational arrangements in order to enhance the transparency  and the effectiveness of the Compliance mechanism:

5 (bis) “Reiterates :

a) the need for the Committee to ensure transparency and due process for both communicants and the Parties concerned in respect of communications received from members of the public (including informing the Party concerned, at an early stage, of the receipt of a communication by the Committee)”

b)    that the Committee ensure that where domestic remedies have not been utilised and exhausted, it takes account of such remedies, in accordance with paragraph 21 of the Annex to decision I/7”;   
Additionally, the EU and its MS suggest the following amendments:
Paragraph 19: We believe that it is not necessary to repeat explicitly the nature of assistance towards countries with economies in transition; therefore we request the deletion of the words “financial and technical”

Paragraph 20: We suggest the addition of the phrase “mindful of the constraints of these resources” at the end of the paragraph because we have to take into account the current financial situation.
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