Second Meeting of the Parties to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters

Almaty, Kazakhstan, 25-27 May 2005

Panel 2. Global and regional developments on issues related to principle 10 of the

Rio Declaration on Environment and Development

Mr. John Carstensen, Senior Legal Officer

UNEP/Regional Office for Europe
Summary of the Intervention

Mr. John Carstensen, Senior Legal Officer, UNEP/Regional Office for Europe, stressed the challenge of translating principle 10 into action.  He confirmed that UNEP would continue to promote civil society’s participation in UNEP’s Governing Council and suggested that the Almaty Guidelines would both be an inspiration to UNEP and inspired by UNEP’s initiatives to promote public participation in international fora. Global instruments, such as the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building, which had been developed consistent with regional and sub-regional strategies defined by regional and sub-regional bodies, could be effective vehicles for carrying forward principle 10’s participatory approach to environmental decision making. In addition, UNEP’s Global Judges Programme is and will be an important feature of promoting access to justice in environmental matters as highlighted by Principle 10.

