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Statement by Mr. Arab Hoballah, Deputy Coordinator, Mediterranean Commission for Sustainable Development, UNEP/MAP

The more we know, the better we understand and the better we decide. Information, awareness and public participation constitute altogether a critical set of preconditions in paving the way for an efficient protection of the environment and for promoting sustainable development. In the framework of the UNEP/Mediterranean Action Plan, concerned partners have realized since the beginning in 1975 the importance of collecting and disseminating information, raising awareness and promoting public participation for breaking down barriers of misunderstandings and disbelief, and catalyze changes in policy and behavior.

Three basic activities have resulted in improved cumulated knowledge and crucial decisions, thanks to a large dissemination of the results and increased participation of concerned actors from various sectors; these concerned mainly the building of scenarios for the Region and for major stakes, the coastal management and the marine pollution issues. Relevant articles were then included in the revised Barcelona Convention and its Protocols; however, without raising the obligation as per the legal instruments, pro-active work was continuously undertaken with the Countries and Partners from the Civil Society so as to induce and assist them in fulfilling their obligations.

Over the last 5 years, a more intensive "information" programme of work was implemented; it consisted mainly on the following: a working group of the Mediterranean Commission on SD on information, awareness and public participation, chaired by NGO representative, with a set of recommendations adopted by the Contracting Parties, national reports on environment and SD issues in various languages, catalyzing and supporting the preparation of National Strategies for SD, through a large participatory approach, the preparation of the Mediterranean Strategy for SD with the participation of all countries and concerned major groups, specific application of the "information/participation" approach through the preparation of National Action Plans to address pollution from land based activities, media workshops on various Mediterranean issues with articles in local newspapers.

Considering the specificities of the Mediterranean Region and our experience, it seems that a differentiated approach is necessary while the principles should apply for all; the regional approach do present advantages to implement the principles while giving due consideration to the economic, social and political differences in a globalized world.
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