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Excellencies,

Parties to the Convention, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me first congratulate us all here, at MOP 2, for reaching an important milestone at the international, if not to say, global environmental level. And  not only on the environmental level, there are also several overlapping aspects with many other sectors such as health, agriculture, defence, economy, transport, energy. We have completed the first important exercise of reporting on the implementation of the Aarhus Convention after three and half years from its entry into force. I am sure that we have all learned a lot during these  years. Taking into account the rich diversity of nations, cultures, traditions and legal systems,  the experience and lessons learned should be diverse as well. But despite of the diversity, the direction of all the Parties to the Convention should be clear and single - to bring the citizens and states closer to each other. 

I would like to share some of experiences gained by Estonia also with you, dear Colleagues. First of all, some achievements:

1) Since the entry into force of the Aarhus Convention, our environmental NGOs have been given standing in Estonian courts to protect public interests. I would say this is the most visible daily result of the implementation of the Convention in Estonia.

2) Secondly, we have put a lot of effort into  the development of different databases for collection, analysing and dissemination of detailed environmental information, such as databases of environmental permits and use of natural resources. The complex environmental monitoring system based on independent expertise provides regular adequate basis for political decision-making;

3) Thirdly, I would point out the increasing understanding of the government sector in Estonia of the importance of civil society organisations involvement  in the  decision-making processes.  This has had positive implications on development of legislation, policies and programmes, as well as the process of environmental impact assessment.

4) We have paid great attention to raising the environmental awareness developing the  programme for environmental education, at the same time giving priority to relevant capacity building;

However, besides many positive developments there are still several challenges:

1) First, in some cases the environmental information may not reach the general public in an effective way. We have started to look for options on how to address people, in particular at local level, to ensure their awareness and participation in decision-making process;

2) Second, the overall understanding of public sector about the citizens' environmental rights should be improved, especially in the judiciary and on the local level;

3) And last but not least, to keep my presentation short,  perhaps the biggest challenge is to raise the general understanding of the consequences of our daily life on the surrounding environment. Environmental aspects should be integrated to decision making at all levels, at all times in order to achieve sustainable development. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the reciprocity of rights and obligations is the final issue I would like to stress. As it is not only the state, who is responsible for fulfilling its obligations in respect of its citizens, but also the citizens are responsible for fulfilling their obligations -  the obligations that are morally imposed on them to actively monitor, participate and act where needed.

These were only some of the experiences gained by Estonia during the last decade. There is still a lot of challenges in front of us, but we would be very happy to share our experiences with all countries that might find them useful. 

Thank you for your attention.
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