Second Meeting of the Parties to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters

Almaty, Kazakhstan, 25-27 May 2005

Interventions by Ms. Tatiana Terekhova

United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR)
Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers

The UNITAR representative referred to the long-standing experience of assisting countries in particular developing countries in designing and implementing national PRTRs and suggested that some of this experience may be relevant to PRTR capacity building under the PRTR Protocol. UNITAR looks forward to working with the Secretariat, UNEP and REC in assisting countries to implement the Protocol.

UNITAR also expresses its appreciation that the UNITAR Guidance and Technical Support Materials for National PRTR Design and Implementation have been referenced in the PRTR Protocol Guidance. These documents have been extensively tested  and peer reviewed by pilot countries and are now available in English, French, Spanish and Russian. A display copy of the documents, some copies of the table of content and suggested structure of the PRTR Design Project are available upon request.

Electronic Information Tools

The UNITAR representative briefly reported on progress made in establishing a PRTR Virtual Classroom. In March 2002 the Aarhus Convention Working Group on PRTR recommended to start a pilot project based on modern internet technology which is now known as a Virtual Classroom on PRTRs. The financial support for its pilot phase was kindly provided by the Government of the Netherlands.

The Virtual Classroom is a tool which facilitates and supports information exchange and communication about national PRTR systems and their development; allows countries to access experts and organizations with experience and knowledge on PRTRs, exchange experiences and best practices; and creates a virtual environment to facilitate capacity building on PRTRs at the national and international levels. It offers various services including email exchange, discussion fora, document posting and exchange, chat, calendar of events, PRTR library, and PRTR links. During the pilot phase five discussion groups were organized in collaboration with various partners. UNITAR appreciates in particular its collaboration with the Aarhus Secretariat that used the Virtual Classroom for preparation of the draft guidance document for implementation of the PRTR Protocol. Also UNITAR would like to thank Environmental News Agency Greenwomen that moderated a discussion group entitled Strengthening Public Capacities in the EECCA region to participate in the PRTR process and Access to Information. This group was launched to provide the public in the EECCA region with a forum to discuss the PRTR-related issues in Russian.

The pilot phase will be completed by July 2005 and a brief evaluation of experience gained is being completed. The continuation of the next phase is subject to available funding. UNITAR would therefore like to explore collaboration with countries which may be interested in sponsoring its next phase.

Capacity-Building Activities

The UNITAR representative briefly introduced a Pilot Project to Assist Countries in Preparing a National Profile to Assess and Strengthen Capacities to Implement the Aarhus Convention. The project is conducted in the context of a new UNITAR Programme on Governance and Environmental Democracy.

Each national profile pilot country, namely the Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan and Serbia and Montenegro documents existing policies, programmes and practices against the 3 pillars of the Aarhus Convention, analyses procedural environmental rights for specific environmental sectors and problem areas (e.g. air quality, GMOs, land use, chemical management) and prepares a case study report on a practical decision-making case. The National Profile preparation process is initiated and facilitated by government and involves various government sectors as well as stakeholders. National Profiles prepared in Tajikistan and the Kyrgyz Republic are available in Russian, English and Kyrgyz/Tajik languages. Perhaps the pilot countries may want to add some information from their own perspectives.

A copy of the National Profile Guidance Document developed by UNECE and UNITAR in English and Russian are also available. As a next step, the Guidance Document will be revised to incorporate lessons learned and comments and published in September 2005. UNITAR thanks all who already sent us your comments.

A number of countries have indicated an interest to UNITAR to participate in a National Profile project starting in 2006. Therefore UNITAR and UNECE will be interested to explore collaboration with countries that might be willing to sponsor National Profile development in additional countries.
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