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 H.E. Prof. Ewa Symonides

UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE, MINISTRY of the ENVIRONMENT

Republic of Poland

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Ministers, Ladies and Gentlemen,


This Monday seems to be a milestone in the way to build really democratic civil society, a milestone in implementing the Charter on Human Rights and Principle 10th of the Rio Declaration and, the most recent, Johannesburg Declaration. We are now attending the First Meeting of Parties of the Aarhus Convention, a legal instrument, which gives the civil society guarantees to have real influence on all policies, strategies and activities related to the human environment, thus human well-being.


I recognise our meeting as a result of consequent, concerted action, undertaken together by Governments, intergovernmental organisations and NGOs, following decisions of Lucerne, Sofia and Aarhus pan-European Conferences of the Environmental Ministers.


On behalf of Government of the Republic of Poland I wish to express our sincere thanks and gratitude to all those, who worked hardly along the years to make possible this Meeting of the Parties.

Mr. Chairman, Dear Colleagues,

Poland considers the Aarhus Convention as one of the most important international instruments related to good environmental governance. In our view  linking environmental protection with transparency and participatory decision-making is a prerequisite for genuine sustainable development.

Poland has actively participated in the Aarhus Convention process since 
the very beginning: from participating in the small group of experts entrusted with assisting the UNECE Secretariat with preparing the Draft Elements for the Convention, through active input   to the negotiating of the Convention and various activities leading to its entry into force, and finally to the preparations of both the I Meeting of the Parties and the PRTR Protocol under the Convention. Moreover, our Government representative served as a Vice-chair to the Working Group negotiating the Convention and latter to the Bureau of the Convention.

The Parliament of Poland, by the Act of 21 June 2001, agreed to ratify the Convention. The ratification was just a formal confirmation of our commitment to the “Aarhus principles” and their implementation in practice. And here Poland’s has quite remarkable experience.

With the new laws and regulations adopted in years 2000-2001, Poland has fully transposed the Aarhus Convention into its regulatory framework. In doing so,  we  were guided by the rule that the Aarhus Convention is “a floor, and not the ceiling”. For example: the requirements for public participation based on Article 6 of the Convention, apply in Poland not only to the procedures related to development consents and integration pollution permits for specific projects listed  in the annex I to the Convention, but also to various decisions concerning GMOs. These requirements apply also to plans, programs and policies subjected to strategic environmental assessment procedure.

Poland remains committed to furthering the Aarhus Convention principles internally and is prepared to support activities to this effect undertaken under the Aarhus Convention, including those aiming to promoting public participation in preparations of plans, programs, policies and legislation and  in international forums.

Mr. Chairman,


The major weakness of every MEA’s is compliance regime and responsibility for non-compliance, thus enforcement and implementation of their provisions. The Aarhus Convention is not an exemption from this rule. Article 15 of the Convention leaves the problem of compliance to the 1st Meeting of Parties. I would like to express our thanks to the small working group of experts who drafted relevant compliance mechanism for the Aarhus Convention and to the Meetings of Signatories which further negotiated that mechanism. Poland wishes to urge our Meeting of the Parties to adopt this mechanism. 

Dear Colleagues,


Almost all Central and Eastern European Countries, including so the EU accession countries and the NIS, have already ratified the Aarhus Convention, 
while only a few “western” countries have done so. I would like to urge 
my colleagues from the EU member states as well as others to do their best 
to accelerate their domestic ratification processes. I wish to call Aarhus Convention  “the UN ECE Convention” not “the CEEC Convention” only.

I thank you for your attention.

I thank you Mr. Chairman.   
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