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Statement 

of the Head of the Delegation of the Republic of Moldova 

Ms. Ludmila Barbaiani

at the First Meeting of Parties of the Aarhus Convention,

Lucca, Italy, October 22, 2002

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Republic of Moldova was the first country to ratify the Aarhus Convention in April 1999, as well as the country hosting the First Meeting of Signatories held in Chisinau.

From this time, just after ratification, we began the work on harmonization of national legislation with provisions of the Convention. For that time a significant legal basis was created in the sphere dealing with of the Convention. These are laws on EIA, on petitions, on the adoption and publishing of legal acts, on registers, on sanitary and epidemiological safety, on the protection of consumers’ rights, etc., as well of some drafts, like those on information. The draft of regulations on public participation in environmental decision-making was also prepared.

At the same time, there were not decided many issues, which still required legal regulation. These were procedural instruments related to access to information, and the clearance in points, related to effective public participation to influence decision-making on local and national levels. Many issues required regulation in sphere of access to justice.

After ratification Moldova has made some progress in implementing Aarhus into national law. This is the adoption of the advanced horizontal law “On access to information”, of governmental regulations on public participation in decision making in the sphere of environment, which, in our view, still have to be revised, and progressive amendments to the Rules of Parliament, providing better access of the public to discuss drafts.

“The Social Pact” initiative of the President of Moldova Mr. Vladimir Voronin, which provides that all state bodies have periodically to consult with citizens’ organizations, was important for the scopes of the Convention. This initiative also requires that the state bodies create citizens’ commissions to be in permanent contact with them. The most important drafts have to be published in newspapers for discussions. One of the fresh results is the adoption of the very progressive law “On Biological Safety”, which provides, inter alia, that one of the seats in the National Committee on Biosafety should be reserved to a competent member, with full vote, representing an environmental NGO. This law also establishes transparency of information about decisions as well as labeling of GMO products. It is prohibited by law for commissioners to have labor relations with producers or distributors of GMOs and GMO products.

The Parliament has adopted the Law on access to environmental information in first reading, which has to harmonize existing legislation with provisions of Aarhus Convention. This activity is supported by the Danish Government.

The important practical input is the creation in Moldova with support of the Ministry of Energy and Environment of Denmark of the Centre of Environmental Information under the Ministry of Ecology, Construction and Territory Development of Moldova. Several projects – realized by the BIOTICA Ecological Society in field of access to environmental information, the Ecological Movement of Moldova in public participation, Eco-Lex in access to justice, as well as REC-Moldova in environmental education and support of efforts of NGOs in Aarhus-related projects and activities, etc. – strongly enforced the capacities of both the government and civil society in the promotion of the Aarhus Convention in the country. We thank for the support in this field the European Commission, the governments of Denmark, the UK, the Netherlands, the USA and others, who support the establishment and development of democracy in our country. We hope for such support also in the future and especially underline the importance of support for initiatives of civic organizations, understanding that success depends first of all from the insistence and political will of both state bodies and citizens of Moldova.

We thank our Italian colleagues for the hospitality and we can assure of the clear direction of Moldova to implement the Aarhus Convention.

Thank you for your attention.   
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