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The ratification (01.06.2001.) and  promulgation (27.11.2001) of the Aarhus Convention providing „ access to environmental information and public participation in decision making and access to justice” are of great significance for Hungary.

The exiting legal system, laws, legal instruments and traditions in Hungary meet the requirements and regulations of the Convention, having made possible the ratification in 2001. The political importance of the ratification is given evidence by the considerable support of MPs and parliamentary committees. 

We are convinced that the practical implementation of the Convention serves not only the purpose of environmental protection but supports the principles of democracy as well.

Hungary has specific responsibility and interest for strengthening the implementation of the objectives laid down in the Aarhus Convention. Since the social-political changes in the last twelve years, Hungary has established the fundaments of a democratic society, and was deeply engaged in the transition to the market economy. Parallel to this procedure, and in accordance with our national (social and political) efforts and our strong commitment to access to the European Union, information dissemination, public participation and access to justice have got specific emphasis. The principles and objectives of the Aarhus Convention effectively contributed to the acceleration of the democratisation as well as to the development of the civil society, public relations and awareness. 

The foreseeable accession to the EU in 2004 will be a new challenge for Hungary again, to fulfil the requirements of  good governance (including the transparency, shared responsibility, etc.). Thereafter we have the responsibility and intention to provide assistance to other countries still in transition based on our experiences / best practices to meet the EU and the Aarhus requirements. The Hungarian and Slovenian project on public access to environmental information is a good example for an international cooperation between the governments and the REC involving other NGOs as well. The result of the project is two guidebooks: one for civil servants and public officials and another one for NGOs and citizens.

Of course we have several tasks to improve the communication in between the civil society and the decision makers. The practice revealed that to have a big amount of environmental data for example does not mean to have the most appropriate information to provide to the different stakeholders. Another issue is that the planning phase of policies and programmes sometimes get greater public awareness than in the later phase of the implementation and control. The support of the civil society and the NGOs has to be a priority to facilitate the solution of these problems. 

The governmental and technical management of environmental protection should not lack the activities and experience of the public concerning environmental decision making, imlementation and control.

The efficient way of public participation is definitely an important part of public admninistration.On the other hand NGOs also demand their participation in exploring and solving environmental problems.

Since of our constitutional rules of law meet the requirements and regulations of the Convention, our main objective is to enhance the practical implementation of the Convention. The related tasks are clearly set in the National Environmental Program for 2003-2008, among others capacity building, developing common decision making techniques for public participation, strengthening co-operation among the actors of the state, NGOs and representatives of the business sector and working out public communication methods in order to increase environmental awareness.

The Aarhus Convention gives also a good basis for implementation of principles of sustainable development laid down in Agenda 21. It is especially important after the Johannesburg Summit, we all have to strengthen our efforts in order to change unsustainable production and consumption patterns towards sustainability. Hungary is already working on the National Strategy for Sustainable Development which will be finalised through a series of stakeholders’ dialogue and broad public participation.

We would like to develop the conditions of public access to information and public participation in decision making through:

· developing the personal and objective conditions of Environmental Inspectorates and National Parks

· supporting the Network of public counselling offices

· providing a background for national and international environmental data and information flow; Hungary has joined the European Environmental Agency as a result of which the establishment of the national EIONET network has already begun

· developing the National Environmental Information System

· gradual development of the Ministry’s web-site

· preparing and informing colleagues on the obligations concerning the implementation process of the Convention

· it is also essential to inform NGOs and the public on their rights and obligations when enforcing the Convention

· the Global Resource Information Database (GRID) Budapest Centre collects and makes available data on the status of the Hungarian environmental resources in addition to the biennial publication on the status of environment.
As Environmental Protection relates to the scope of activities of several ministries, we operate an Interministerial Working Group, which aims at discussing the intersectoral aspects of the Convention. This Working Group consists of representatives of other ministries, NGOs, Chambers, and other environmental interest groups.

The Hungarian Act on Environmental Protection declares that environmental information should be accessible to the public. Hungary prepares and publishes the National Environmental Report every two years. Environmental data are accessible on the Internet as well. 

Our country tries to launch the PRTR system, which is a gradual process since the whole system will be introduced by 2008.A proposal containing the tasks and technical background necessary for the establishment of the PRTR system is being discussed in the Ministry for Environment and Water Management at the moment. The PRTR Working Group of the Aarhus Convention contributes a lot to the establishment of the PRTR system in Hungary.We believe that the documentation compiled for the Kiev Conference gives further support for the establishment of our PRTR system. 

We are convinced that it is important to get to know the experience of other Signatory Parties concerning the implementation of the Convention.

We agree with the suggestion that the Signatory Parties regularly write and publish a report on the implementation results of the Convention.

It is also necessary to publish guidelines which give a common approach and attitude for the implementation process.

Finally, we would like to emphasise the importance of an environment-conscious attitude  of people, which is a  long-term objective of the implementation process. 
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