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Dear Sir or Madam, 
  
I am aware that the committee is investigating the UK’s compliance with the Aarhus Convention, in each 
of the UK’s jurisdictions.  I know the Committee has had submissions from Scotland and that, recently, 
Susan Crosthwaite sent a submission (about the end of March or early April) which included a summary 
by the John Muir Trust’s lawyer regarding how our case regarding the Stronelairg development was 
handled in the Scottish Courts.  At the time of that submission to your committee, the Trust was 
unaware of what our liability to the other Parties in the case would be.  
  
We have now settled that matter with the other Parties and so I’m submitting this full account 
(attached)  of the Trust’s experiences of applying unsuccessfully for Protective Expenses Orders and of 
the final costs and potential exposure.  As you will see, the article is written for a journal but it has the 
relevant case references included, so I hope the committee will consider this submission.  If some other 
format is required then please let me know. 
  
The Trust does not believe that the Scots law system is Aarhus compliant, on the matter of cost of 
access to justice.  We look with hope to the Aarhus Compliance Complaints Committee to fully 
investigate the matter.  Please acknowledge receipt.  Thank you, 
Yours sincerely, 
  
Helen McDade 
Head of Policy 
  

John Muir Trust 
a:Tower House, Station Road, Pitlochry PH16 5AN 
t: 01796 484935 general office 01796 470080 e helen.mcdade@johnmuirtrust.org   
w: www.johnmuirtrust.org tw: @johnmuirtrust 
   
#KnoydartAppeal – Help us plant 50,000 trees and expand native woodland in Knoydart. 

  
The John Muir Trust is a charity that protects, enhances and engages people with wild places. Join us 

  
  

 
The John Muir Trust is a Scottish charitable company limited by guarantee (Charity No SC002061 Company 

No SC081620). Registered office: Tower House, Station Road, Pitlochry, PH16 5AN. The content of this e-

mail (including any attachments) is strictly confidential. If you are not, or believe you may not be, the 

intended recipient, please advise the sender immediately by return e-mail, delete this e-mail and destroy any 

copies. [attachment "170526 summary of JMT experience re PEOs.pdf" deleted by Sebastian 

Bechtel/UNECE/GVA/UNO]  
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