MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENT

Comment for the Committee for the Implementation of the Aarhus Convention regarding the response of Ms. Brigitte Artmann dated November 28, 2012
Ref. ACCC/C/2012/71

Ad response No. 2) regarding the public discussion in Passau 
As mentioned in the previous response, Czech Republic has taken all steps to ensure the participation of the German public in the mentioned EIA procedure, in many cases went beyond the obligations under the Czech law and European Union legislation.
Czech Republic organized an official public hearing close to the border with Germany and provided interpretation into German language. Everybody could participate on the public hearing and it was finished when no more questions has been raised.  

Organization of the public discussion has been proposed entirely voluntarily by the Czech Republic to ensure the transparency of the project for the general German public. It was an event organized in Germany by Bavarian Ministry for Environment and Health therefore Czech Republic could not affect the organization and format of the event. Despite the fact that public discussion could be organized anywhere in the territory of Germany, Bavarian ministry chose city of Passau close to the border with the Czech Republic.

Similarly, Czech Republic could not affect the way how German party published documents in the EIA procedure. Czech Republic provided to Germany all documents completely translated into the German language as well in time advance so that they could be made ​​available for the German public. As an extra step, the Ministry of Environment published EIA expert report on its main website (www.mzp.cz) so that it could be truly available to all citizens of Germany. The translation of the text of the final EIA statement is now available on the same website.
Ad response No. 4,5) regarding file the action 

Project of the Temelín Nuclear Power Plant enlargement is the project of the Czech investor and permitting procedure is going under the Czech law, which has implemented the requirements of European legislation.
As mentioned in the previous answer, the EIA procedure in Czech Republic is concluded by the issuing of the EIA Statement. This statement is not a decision whether the project will be constructed or not, but professional basis for subsequent procedures, in which it will be taken into account. For this reason, the EIA statement will be subject to the judicial action only at the moment when it will be taken into account in subsequent procedures. Any attempt to file the action against the EIA procedure and EIA statement is premature at this moment.
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