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FINAL STATEMENT 
Association Sunce remains with its opinion that absence of environmental protection inspection control in the process of adoption of waste management plans in a number of municipalities and towns in the Republic of Croatia has caused violation of Croatia legislation in force, incurring harm to the public interest.
Croatian legislation in force regulates issue of public participation in decision-making in environmental matters by various rules and regulations.

In our opinion regulations of Environmental Protection Act, Waste Act, Regulation on information and participation of the public and public concerned in environmental matters and Aarhus Convention in particular are legible, concrete and logical. 
There is a difference between plans and programmes which are the subject to the mandatory strategic assessment and those which are not.

The public is entitled to present its opinion, objections and proposals to those drafts of proposals of plans and programmes related to the environment, which are not subject to the mandatory strategic assessment (according to the Article 142. Environmental Protection Act). The obligation to regulate which plans and programmes are subject to the mandatory strategic assessment, EPA has delegated to Regulation on information and participation of the public and public concerned in environmental matters. According to the Regulation such plans are those related to the environment and which are not subject to the mandatory strategic assessment and also whose adoption is prescribed by law. 
Waste management plans are not the subject to the mandatory strategic assessment and theirs adoption is prescribed by Waste Act.
As Republic of Croatia was in the middle of negotiation process with EU, Croatian legislation in force considering public participation has had to be harmonised with EU aquis communitaire. EU legislation in force had prescribed public participation before Aarhus Convention has been signed; moreover Appendix I of Aarhus Convention is based on EIA and IPPC Directives of European Commission.

Public participation in preparation of those plans and programmes related to the environment and which are adopted by national bodies of Member States, is regulated by few EU Directives, one of which is:
Directive 2003/35/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 May 2003 providing for public participation in respect of the drawing up certain plans and programmes relating to the environment and amending with regard to public participation and access to justice Council Directives 85/337/EEC and 96/61/EC- Statement by the Commission.

That Directive, besides amendments to EIA and IPPC Directives, integrates the provisions on public participation in the preparation and amendments on plans and programmes related to the environment which are listed in Appendix I of the Directive. Among other it is also:
-Waste Management Plan (Article 7 paragraph 1 of Directive 75/442/EEC of Council on Waste)

Three articles of Aarhus Convention in particular are regulating issue of public participation in decision-making related to environmental matters:
Article 6, Article 7  and Article 8.
For us, there is no doubt that public had right to participate during the preparation and adoption of waste management plans according to the Article 7 of Aarhus Convention.
Only inconsistency throughout the public participation issue arises from Ministry’s standpoints and we are under impression that by complicated argumentations, constant legislation quotations and mind changing they are trying to convince themselves rather than us in integrity of their opinions.
Maybe the absence of public participation in these procedures was a result of accidental error; maybe it is result of undeveloped practice of public participation in our country. Or maybe it was result of a rush to fulfil criteria brought on Croatia by pre accession treaty to EU
Whichever reasons are for absence of public participation Ministry is not excused for giving us insufficient explanation and for marginalization of waste management issues.
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