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Commissioner Stavros Dimas
B-1049 Bruxelles/Brussel
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Request for investigation into the announced Environmental Impact Assessment 
in Slovakia for the Mochovce Nuclear Power Station blocks 3 and 4

Brussels / Bratislava, 26 September 2008

Dear Commissioner Dimas,

The Slovak Ministry of Environment has confirmed that the developer of the Mochovce 
nuclear power station (blocks 3 and 4) will start a full Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA). We understand that this is in part due to the efforts of your services to clarify the 
European environmental legislation to the Slovak authorities. 

We now address you to ask you to ensure that European and international legislation 
concerning EIAs and public participation will be indeed fully honoured in this case. The 
Slovak authorities have decided two weeks ago to request a full EIA for this project that 
received a building permit in 1986. Nonetheless, we understand that their intention is to 
complete this EIA after construction work has been finished and before it receives an 
operation license.

According to European and international law, an EIA has to be carried out at an early stage 
of the project, before work on the activity commences (Espoo Convention, art. 2(3) and 
6(3)), and while all options are still open (Aarhus Convention art. 6(4)). According to 
Directive 85/337/EEC, an EIA has to happen before construction works commence and 
before the development consent is given. This is confirmed in Directive 97/11/EC. The 
Aarhus Convention, as implemented by Directive 2003/35/EC, calls for early and effective 
opportunities for the public to participate in the preparation and modification or review of 
plans.

We are concerned that an EIA carried out during construction will be confronted with faits  
accomplis and would be in breach of both the spirit and the letter of the above legislation.

We ask you to investigate whether the procedure announced by the Slovak Ministry of 
Environment is in breach of EU and international legislation and, if it is, to ask for a 
suspension of the current building permit until the announced EIA is completed.

Yours sincerely,

Jorgo Riss
Director
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