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The implementation of the UNECE Strategy in Germany is carried out in the context of the activities towards the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development, which remains an important priority in Germany. The Decade is being implemented on the basis of a unanimous resolution by the German Parliament and under the patronage of the President of the Federal Republic of Germany.

Implementing the UN Decade in Germany is characterized by a partnership approach that brings together political and civil-society stakeholders. After the necessary organizational arrangements had been put in place in 2005 – a National Committee instituted by the German Commission for UNESCO, a Roundtable, various working groups – and a National Plan of Action had been published, 2006 saw the consolidation of these arrangements.

Let me single out only a few activities undertaken by the National Committee and its partners in 2006:

· The scheme to award the status of ‘official German contribution to the Decade‘ to best-practice projects has been successfully continued with now around 300 projects being recognized. We have also introduced a procedure to award the status ‘City of the UN Decade’ to cities and towns particularly active in ESD.

· A recommendation on ESD in schools has been drawn up and is set to be adopted as a joint document by the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs of the Länder and the German Commission for UNESCO.

· A scheme to monitor and evaluate the official Decade Projects and other contributions to the National Plan of Action has been developed at the request of the National Committee by the UNESCO Chair of Higher Education for Sustainable Development at the University of Lueneburg.

· The Roundtable for the Decade just came together last week in Bonn upon the invitation of the Minister-President of the State of North-Rhine Westphalia. Also last week, we organized an international workshop to foster exchange on ESD in particular between countries from the northern and the southern hemispheres. 50 experts from over 35 countries took part. Numerous other events for promote the Decade, such as conferences, seminars, workshops, have also taken place in 2006.

Three features seem important to us when implementing ESD: a partnership approach between politics and civil society; an inclusive and integrative approach to ESD; a strong emphasis on international exchange.

Finally, let me point out a number of key activities that are presently being planned by Germany:

Europe’s largest education fair, didacta, will present around 20 best-practice ESD projects from Germany and other countries from 27 February to 3 March 2007 in Cologne. Member States are invited to nominate a project that they would wish to present.

In order to further foster international exchange on ESD, German implementation of the Decade will be presented in an English-language brochure “The UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development – Contributions from Germany”, to be published in April 2007.

On 24-25 May 2007, the Federal Ministry of Education and Research, the Senate Department for Economics, Technology and Women’s Issues, Berlin, the Senate Department for Education, Science and Research, Berlin, and the German Commission for UNESCO/German National Committee for the UN Decade will organize an official conference on the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development in the context of the German Presidency of the Council of the European Union.

The German National Committee for the UN Decade has suggested that annual key themes should be used as thematic foci for the implementation of the Decade in Germany: In 2007, the theme will be Cultural Diversity and ESD, in 2008, Water and ESD. Concrete activities are presently being worked out. The further thematic foci will be: Energy and ESD (2009), Money, Finances and ESD (2010), Cities and ESD (2011), Food and ESD (2012), Transportation, Mobility and ESD (2013).








