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Slovakia has made a reasonable progress in ESD since the High-level meeting in March 2005.

The key national policy document dedicated to SD is National Strategy of Sustainable Development (2001) which contains also part on important role of education in terms of securing sustainable future. 

Nowadays there are several strategic documents partly or directly related to ESD:

· Action plan of Sustainable development in the Slovak republic for 2005-2010 (2005)

Elaborates the NS SD into specific tasks that need to be done in order to achieve visible progress towards sustainable society. It also assigns institutions and bodies responsible for accomplishment of the tasks, including indicators and financial resources. There are several tasks devoted to ESD:

· revision of Conception for environment education and subsequently elaborating of its Action plan. Both document should be in line with the principles of ESD;

· incorporation of objectives and principles of UNECE Strategy for ESD into educational process in the Slovak republic.

· Conception of environmental education in formal and lifelong education (2006)

· Operational programme Education financed from ESF (in preparation, 2006) 

Due to the tasks approved by Slovak government following steps has been carried out:

· A Working Group for the revision of overcome Conception for environment education and preparation of the National Strategy for Education on Sustainable Development has been established in December 2005 as an advisory body for minister of education. 

Working Group consists of representatives of Ministry of Education and Ministry of Environment, state educational organizations, representatives of universities, relevant research institutions and key relevant NGOs. Ministry of Education is coordinating body of the Group.

The result of the present work is revised Conception approved in June 2006 by ministry of education and environment. Conception and its Action plan in its content correspond with the UNECE Strategy. Action plan for education for SD is in these days in the finalising phase being submitted for approval by 30. 12. 2006.  

· Ministry of Education has submitted to Slovak government Operational programme Education which among other issues is oriented also on implementing objectives and principles of ESD into education. This instrument financed from European social fund seems to be one of the most important financial sources to fund the implementation of ESD Strategy.

Several eco-projects have been funded through European social fund in the current programming period as well. 

· A Curricular Reform has been in progress. The reform newly accents importance of key competencies in accordance to ESD principles.

· Slovak agency for environment has prepared first international conference dedicated specifically to ESD. The conference lasts from 6th to 8th December 2006 with the participation of relevant partners and stakeholders in this field (ministries, basic and secondary schools, universities, NGOs and others).

Many things has to be done from here on (addressing medias, training and retraining of educators, decision makers, civil servants in relation to SD, establishing and strengthening of better networking and partnership etc.), but we believe we are on a good trace. The light in tunnel towards sustainable thinking and acting is arising.

