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National plan for ESD
•The Norwegian Directorate for Education and Training has developed an action plan for work with sustainable development in the Norwegian primary, lower secondary and upper secondary education system. 

•The purpose of the action plan is to clarify the goals, priorities and activities for the period 2006-2010. 

•The challenge is to ensure that the educational activities in schools steadily build the competence of the school system regarding sustainable development, and that this competence will allow the school sector to play an active role in efforts to achieve sustainable development. 
Target group

•The action plan is intended for educational policy-makers, administrators in the education sector at various levels, school owners, heads of schools and teachers. Because education for sustainable development requires co-operation between the school and actors outside the school, the school’s partners in education for sustainable development are also a target group. 
UN-decade

•The plan is a contribution to the realization of the United Nations’ Decade for Education for Sustainable Development (2005-2015) as well as being a sequel to the European strategy for education for sustainable development. 

The content of ESD

Knowledge from several disciplines is a prerequisite for being able to contribute to a sustainable development. Education for sustainable development should develop the pupils’ ability and will to understand how various phenomena are interconnected and to analyze issues in an interdisciplinary perspective. 

Themes in ESD

· A number of themes stand out as central topics that need to be addressed in education for sustainable development. Which topic is given highest priority may change from year to year, but issues related to climate, environmental toxins, biological diversity and our patterns of consumption will always be relevant and central issues. 

The list gives an overview of topics that provide a good starting point for ESD

•Reuse and recycling

•Biological diversity

•Participation and democracy

•Energy

•Consumption, resources and distribution

•Outdoor recreation and experiences in nature

•Health

•Climate and air quality

•Cultural heritage sites

•Natural areas

•Water resources
New curriculum guidelines
•Several parts of the general curriculum support the contents and principles of education for sustainable development. Under the heading “the co-operating human being” the guidelines state that: “The school shall function as an active source of energy and culture for the local community, and promote contact not only between adults and children, but also with local services and industry.” 
•In the curriculum guidelines for specific subjects, a sustainable development perspective is integrated into the curriculum plans where it is relevant. 
Monitoring the signs of spring
•In a geographically long country like Norway, spring doesn’t arrive at the same time everywhere. In Rogaland the wagtail can makes it appearance in March and the birch leaves pop out in April. In the Oslo area the birch leaves usually emerge in the beginning of May, while Finnmark has to wait until June to see birch leaves.

Ekstremværuka

”Extreme weather week”
A multimedia project about how weather and climate 

affect peoples’ daily lives

Co-operation between the national broadcasting company, research institutions and schools

•Several programs are sending at TV and Radio in week 39

•Schools and private persons are urged to send in reports of weather observation using Internet

•Shools uses the information from the media as background for the teaching and learning at school

· 932 schools and 1800 private persons participated
