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Accordingly with the ESD Strategy provisions the Ministry for the Environment of Italy has already provided the UNECE ESD Secretariat with the Italian version of the UNECE ESD Strategy, which is used as an informative tool aimed at sharing the document within the main Italian stakeholders in ESD.

In developing the participatory process to draft the National Implementation Plan of the UNECE ESD Strategy, Italy benefits from the long lasting experience and from the strong cooperation among the Ministry of Environment, Land and Sea, the Ministry of Education and the Italian  Regions.

As a further input to the ongoing activities, a new  interministerial agreement among the Italian Ministry of Environment, the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of University and Research is under preparation. Such agreement will represent the framework for all initiatives and activities that will be implemented in Italy, in cooperation with Regions and other main stakeholders, to fulfil the Italian Plan of Implementation of the UNECE ESD Strategy. Furthermore, after years of lack of financial resources in the State Budget, the 2007 budget law allocates new funds for Environmental Education and for Sustainable Development.

In this perspective, the Italian Ministry of Environment, believing in the importance of both formal and non formal education on SD, has set up a national ESD secretariat, coordinated by Ministry of the Environment as the Italian National Focal Point, including representatives from the Ministry of Environment, the Ministry of Education, the Regions and selected experts on education and environmental education. 

Such initiative allowed to establish a consultative mechanism involving national and regional authorities and relevant stakeholders aimed at discussing a draft of the National Implementation Plan. The initial phase is focused on defining priority areas of intervention through a multidisciplinary approach so as to apply, in the drafting process of the national implementation plan, the same methodological approach promoted by ESD in the educational processes. 

The National Implementation Plan will be formalized, concerning objectives, themes, tools and priority areas by the Permanent Coordination Board between State and Regions and, concerning financial aspects, by the Inter-Ministerial Committee for Economic Planning. All the efforts are oriented to complete the document and the formal approval coherently with the terms established in the Strategy. The National Plan will be launched during the Second Italian Conference on Environmental Education and for Sustainability planned on next April. 
Considering the high level context of the EfE Conference, where the compilation of good practices will be diffused, Italy presented three “Good practices in ESD”: the “Italian National Programme on Environmental Education, Training and Information (INPEEIT)”, the “Helianthus Project” - carried out by the Italian Ministry of Education in the financial context of the EU Structural Funds 2000-2006, and the “Quality  indicators for regional systems of environmental education towards sustainable development (Quirs)” - carried out by the Italian Regions.

These experiences have been presented with the view of providing elements for further reflections and contribute to future policy development. The selection of good practices presented to the Secretariat was the result of a consultation with the Ministry of education and the Regions. The macro criteria for the selection were identified with the aim to represent the institutional subjects sharing the governmental responsibility, both at central and local level, in the field of environmental education and for sustainability. As it was impossible to reproduce all the multicoloured world of subjects working in this area since a long time, it is important to recall in this context the important role and contributions, in Italy, coming from environmental associations, NGOs, and the private sector, considered crucial interlocutors subjects.  

Among the three good practices, the Italian National Programme on Environmental Education, Information and Training (INPEEIT) represents a macro-model of State intervention which, through a participative process, ensures consistency with real environmental needs and contexts at local level, as a precondition to policy-making for sustainable development. The programme represents an innovative model of governance in the field of education for sustainability and a replicable instrument of multilevel relationship, which ensures coordinated interventions and focused actions. 

Among the strengths of the programme it is to highlight the synergies between actors and resources in the project development phase, both at national and local level. The programme was set up on the basis of a strong cooperation between State and Regions which was supported by a Technical Board, involving also a group of experts on EE (Environmental Associations, NGOs, Agenda 21 National coordination, etc), at the Presidency of the Council of  Ministers of Italy. 

The general aim of the Ministerial program, started in 2002 and ended in 2005, was finalized, other than to reinforce specific knowledge and awareness on environmental issues and to promote active participation to policy making processes, to enhance and realize agreements between the Ministry for the Environment and Regional Authorities based on a co-financing mechanism of regional programs defining priorities, based on local needs and contexts. 

The co-financing support was focused on three main areas of intervention: EE projects, EE training programs, environmental communication and information campaigns. 

The most important condition to realize a successful replication, both in Italy and abroad, is the establishment of a regular, authoritative and formalized inter-institutional dialogue which can ensure synergies between different actors, at a nation-wide level.

Italy appreciates the work of the Expert Group on Indicators for ESD on developing indicators to measure the effectiveness of the implementation of the strategy. This work represents an original good practice and a concrete example of profitable cooperation among different countries working together for shared objectives. The draft format for reporting well fits with the objectives of the Strategy and above all emphasises the difference among SD and ESD, but also their interlinkages. Another relevant aspect of the draft is the focus on the qualitative feature of the process, in particular concerning the possible outcomes and their effectiveness related to the implementation process. This instrument can give a large contribution in enhancing the achievement of progress by providing countries with a guiding tool for the implementation process. Moreover  the draft format can be considered as an additional input to address countries towards a stronger cohesion, facilitating the overcoming of the significant gaps which at present could halt a successful performance in the UNECE Region in the field of ESD. 

Considering the continuity in financing the process of the UNECE ESD Strategy as a crucial element to ensure the implementation of the Strategy itself, and in consideration of the engagement of the UNECE Secretariat in the organisation of the ESD segment as part of the EfE Ministerial Conference (Belgrade 2007), Italy is planning a contribution of € 30.000,00 for the year 2007. 

Italy could also consider the possibility of hosting/organising meetings concerning ESD where possible back to back with other national initiatives. 

The title proposed, “Learning from Each Other: Achievements, Challenges and the Way Forward”, is more appropriate as it better corresponds to the aim of the UNECE process and Strategy for ESD open to involve also countries out of the UNECE Region, in particular taking into consideration the work ongoing in the Mediterranean Region and in the EECCA and SEE sub-regions. 

It also reminds  the strength of exchanging good practices and promoting cooperation which we
consider very propulsive for ESD, definable as a learning process itself.

Concerning the draft elements for a possible inter-institutional statement on ESD Italy would like to underline the main concept of the importance of supporting synergies among ESD and SD related processes carried out by different institutions and international organisations, as UNESCO, UNECE, UNEP, UNDESA (CSD), to emphasise results of processes, to create networks for exchanging experiences, to strengthen  initiatives and to avoid useless duplication of efforts and to valorise resources and investments in a long term perspective. We think that the reflection can continue in accordance with the organisational work of the ESD segment of EfE Conference and the implementation process of the strategy both at national and international level. 


Concerning candidates for chairperson and vice-chairperson of the Formal plenary session and of the Informal panel discussion, Italy appreciate the expressed interest of Greece and
Serbia. Nevertheless, Italy expresses the interest of the Italian Minister for the Environment as candidate to chair either the Formal Plenary session or the Informal Panel Discussion. 
Concerning the theme of the Informal panel discussion, we consider extremely important to ensure a clear link between the EfE Conference and the ESD segment of the Conference, to maintain the continuity with the Kiev Conference and to provide a further input for the promotion of ESD as a cross-sectoral  mean of implementation.

As one of the topics of the EfE Conference Agenda concerns “Energy for  Sustainable Development” and as the vision of the UNECE Strategy for ESD considers Education as a prerequisite and an instrument to achieve Sustainable Development and a good governance, we would like to suggest
the following theme for the Informal panel discussion: “Education for Energy” or “The Energy of Education”. 

We would appreciate if during the panel discussion countries could show and learn how formal, informal and non formal education could contribute as a practical tool to improve energy systems both in a short and a long term perspective.

Confirming the aim to create and support profitable interlinkages among processes on ESD end SD, Italy launched, at the past 14th session of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development, a Task Force on Education for Sustainable Consumption. It represents the Italian contribution to the Marrakech process aimed to develop a Ten Year Framework of Programmes on sustainable consumption and production as a response to the recommendations expressed in chapter three of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, to be presented and reviewed at the 2010-2011 session of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development. 

In particular the objective of the Italian Task Force is to achieve progress in introducing sustainable consumption and production issues into formal curricula without omitting to make the link to non formal and informal education  actions and with the aim to support the drafting of 10YFP through initiatives, activities, pilot projects and policy options in this sector at regional and national level. 

In coherence with the importance of the synergies recalled above, the Italian Task Force would also contribute to the integration of the ongoing international, regional and national SD and ESD processes in the framework of the UN Decade on Education for Sustainable Development. 

A special focus of the TF will be on the Mediterranean region, which represents an area where various initiatives are being implemented and where the Task Force could contribute to the ongoing work. The aim is to attract also participants from other regions in particular Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean.

Finally, with regards to the “Assistance Programme to Enhance Implementation of the UNECE Strategy for ESD - Learning from Each Other”, Italy strongly believes that ESD is an important tool to ensure mutual understanding, strengthen trust between  nations and respect for cultural values, develop friendly relations and tolerance. Consequently, regional and sub-regional cooperation is needed and fundamental to implement the Strategy at international level and to join relevant common objectives.

Italy has a number of experiences in bilateral programmes or projects including Environmental Education or ESD activities or actions, cooperating, for example with the REC institution and, of course, Italy is available to ensure its competencies and support to give a hand to other countries. 

Concerning the Assistance programme, are we sure that a separate way of implementation, with regards to the Work Plan of Implementation adopted by the 1° Steering Committee, is appropriate? 

An hold version of the Strategy (December 2003) included a section dedicate to the Regional and sub-regional cooperation which was synthesized in the final version of the Strategy adopted in Vilnius. The Work Plan of Implementation provides guidelines for the implementation taking in due consideration regional and sub-regional activities. 

Italy frightened of duplication of arrangements. But, taking into account the instances coming from the regional and sub-regional workshops, Italy suggests an operative solution: a more simple schedule of activities, or a Programme of Action directed in particular to enhance ESD in EECCA and SEE Regions, that the Steering Committee could adopt and add to the Work Plan of Implementation, considering this meeting as a first occasion of reviewing it. 

The alternative Programme of Action for EECCA and SEE regions could comprehend or wide bilateral programmes, projects or activities ongoing and plan other events to learn from each other and to wide the learning region.

Finally, it is important to reflect again the important chance give by the implementation of the Strategy by  the opportunity of addressing countries towards a stronger cohesion, facilitating the overcoming of the gaps which could halt a successful performance in the UNECE Region in the field of ESD. It is important to proceed together as a wide region, valorising differences, considering difficulties, but  without produce separate way on going on.

