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INTERVENTION BY IUCN

IUCN CEC and UNECE ESD

We, Elisabeth Crudginton and Caroline Redrup from the Conservation Learning Team and the Commission on Education and Communication at the World Conservation Union (IUCN), are delighted to represent IUCN for the first time in this forum. It provides both a valuable informal learning opportunity and an important occasion for IUCN to contribute to the processes you are overseeing in the field of ESD. We will make three points and ask some questions, which we hope can be followed up by email if not during the remainder of this session today.  Our email addresses are below.  

1. IUCN is the World Conservation Union!

· Two key focuses of IUCN are the environment and human-wellbeing, including conservation and poverty reduction.

· Julia Marton-Lefevre, most recently the Rector of U-Peace, and a former Director of Leadership for Environment and Development (LEAD) is IUCN’s new Director General, from January 2007.

· On a rather selfish note, we work in the IUCN Learning Unit where we constantly ask the question: ‘within our organizations, what learning is needed?’. This is not just in terms of content, but also in terms of the ways in which we do our work. Are we implementing the values of sustainable development in our own processes? How is learning captured and shared within our organizations? How are we helping one another learn? We welcome learning with others of you in this room on experiences such as this. Please email cec@iucn.org to share your lessons learned.

· At the same time, we are of course also looking beyond our organization. We already mentioned IUCN has been involved in the ESD Indicator development process, namely working on ESD Indicators for the Asia-Pacific region (CEC), which is in consultation until March 16th 2007 (http://cec.wcln.org new items to input into this consultation process).

2. IUCN Commission on Education and Communication (CEC) – a working group on ESD

· How can we facilitate informal learning between those people working on ESD? (whether this in formal, non-formal, informal etc. and for children or professionals in the workplace)? I know many people here are working on this.

· CEC facilitates networking, linkages, exchange and interaction between those working on ESD, including supporting attendance at meetings for learning and exchange, as well as providing a web-based platform (CEC portal: http://cec.wcln.org)

· The portal features news, coming events, resources, opportunities to collaborate / contribute (e.g. to the best practices Ella has been putting together) 
· Synergies – would those of you not currently members like to join this network? Please email cec@iucn.org for more information.

3. A formal learning initiative: World Conservation Learning Network (WCLN)

· Helping achieve the Millennium Development Goals

· Helping increase the quality of (formal) teaching and learning in ESD and helping direct people to quality teaching and learning environments

· Developing new courses with the latest environment and development knowledge

· Encouraging course sharing between institutions – and adaptation to local contexts

· Providing information on courses offered by accredited institutions of higher education that are relevant to the key result areas of the Programme of the World Conservation Union (IUCN)

· A selection of these courses from diverse institutions of Higher Education will comprise degree courses offered by the IUCN Institute – for which an Memorandum of Understanding has recently been signed with the United Nations University. This will be an environmental channel of the UNU.  

· Can you help us identify the most highly recommendable courses related to environment an SD in your country?  As well as the best institutions we should bring into the network. Please email cec@iucn.org with your recommendations.

· IUCN WC Congress in Spain October 2008 – during which we plan to hold a meeting launching the European network of the World Conservation Learning Network.  If you are interested in learning more about this, let us know.  Please email cec@iucn.org.
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Elisabeth Crudgington: Elisabeth.Crudgington@iucn.org
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