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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IMPLEMENTING THE STRATEGY OF EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, SINCE 2005

Introduction

Education for Sustainable Development is a powerful tool to achieve sustainable development, peace and stability within and among countries. It is by nature an evolving and dynamic concept considered as a vision of Education that seeks to balance human and economic welfare with cultural traditions and respect for the earth’s natural resources and the environment.

The Rio Declaration recognizes education as a prerequisite for sustainable development. Furthermore, in the decision adopted in CSD11 it has been included as a cross-cutting issue for all CSD cycles 
The cross-sectoral importance of education, as a life-long process starting from childhood and going beyond formal education, has been acknowledged since the launching of the international agenda on environment and sustainable development.

Progress report

Recognizing the importance of education in fostering sustainable development, and in order to promote implementation of the Vilnius Strategy of ESD the following actions have been implemented by Greece since 2005.

International, Regional-, Sub-regional Level

1. Greece recognizing the importance of Education for Sustainable Development and building on the strong linkages between Mediterranean countries, has organized in Athens:

(a) a two day conference (26-27.11.05) for the Official Launching of the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development in the Mediterranean region. This meeting is a sub-regional response to the global initiative on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). 

(b)  the first south-east Europe sub-regional workshop on the implementation of the UNECE Strategy for ESD (28th November 2005, back to back with the previous conference).

One of the results of this Conference was that Greece has taken the mandate for the preparation-formulation of the ESD Strategy for the Mediterranean, using the UNECE Strategy for ESD as a blue print. This activity is an ongoing process linked with the existing Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development in the framework of the Barcelona Convention.

2. Greece, through its representatives, promotes the integration of ESD at the appropriate international fora in all relevant UN processes such as the UN-CSD and the Marrakesh Process on Sustainable Consumption and Production as well as in the Council of Europe.

Furthermore Greece emphasizes the need to improve synergies between these processes on one hand and the UN Decade of ESD and the UNECE Strategy for ESD on the other hand, both at a regional and international level.

3. Moreover Greece, as the leading country of the Mediterranean Component of the EU Water Initiative, has proposed ESD as a horizontal component of the Initiative. This proposal has been accepted by the stakeholders.

Greece has also promoted the discussion of ESD as a crucial and horizontal component for the Mediterranean in the recent (in Tampere) Meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs in the framework of the Barcelona Process. A one paragraph reference on ESD has been included in the minutes of this Meeting.

4. Greece has nominated two representatives (one from the environmental and one from the educational sector) to the Steering Committee of UNECE on ESD and is chairing the aforementioned Committee. It is also actively involved in the working group on indicators for ESD reporting.

5. Greece and other EU Member/States have proposed that ESD should be an integral part of the new and reviewed EU Strategy for Sustainable Development. In the adopted text by the European Council in June 2006 “Education” is a horizontal component of the Strategy.

6. Representatives of Greece have actively participated in the High Level Conference on ESD in Vienna in March 2006 organized by Austria during its EU Presidency.

7. During the World Summit for Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in 2002 Greece, with the support of Italy, has launched an important Type II Initiative for the promotion of ESD at the sub-regional level - and especially in the Mediterranean region - called MEdIES (the Mediterranean Education Initiative for Environment and Sustainability). MEdIES is of interest also for the S.E. Europe sub-region, since a number of countries of this region are involved in the initiative. MEdIES supports the region’s educational community and promotes collaboration through innovative Educational Programmes, focusing on water and waste management. The first relevant educational package has been translated in most of the languages in the region (including S.E. Europe languages) and is being implemented by educators and students throughout the region. MEdIES is also one of the key building blocks of the Mediterranean Component of the EU Water Initiative that is being led by Greece since 2002.
National level

1. A very close and effective collaboration and cooperation is established between the Ministries of Environment and Education for the promotion and implementation of ESD.

2. Greece has set up a coordination body, the National Committee (N.C.) for ESD. The N.C. coordinates the activities towards the implementation of the ESD Strategy. During 2006 the N.C. met officially three times. 

3. Under the work of the N.C. the following actions could be included:

· The existing National Plan on ESD is continuously under the supervision and revision of the N.C.

· The Strategy has been translated into the Greek and is available on the UNECE web-site.
· The adapted Greek translation of “Youthxchange’, a UNESCO’s training kit for Sustainable Consumption approved by UNESCO and UNEP has already started. Some activities proposed by Youthxchange were elaborated by Greek ASPnet schools.
· An e-learning project on specific ESD subjects is being developed, as a pilot programme for teachers in Greece.

· A survey of academics and other experts working on ESD has started, so that a pool of experts will be created.

· In certain Universities, subjects for post graduate studies have been proposed, such as “Environmental Governance and Sustainable Development,’ with modules like  “Actions of the UN for Sustainable Development/DESD”

· This year’s theme on ESD for Greek Schools is “Consumerism and Environment”. Many Centers of Environmental Education are providing seminars for teachers on the above subject.

· The Ministry of Education together with the Ministry of Environment are working out a Project on “Recycling” in cooperation with the “Systems of Recycling” corporation, in two big regions of Greece, Attica and West Macedonia

· A training programme for 15.000 teachers is in progress, funded by the European Community Support Framework.

· Educational material for Primary, Secondary, Technical and Special Schools is under preparation.

· A voluntary contribution of 7.000 Euro will be given to UNECE by the end of 2006.

· An international seminar called ‘’AQUA’’ with the participation of 60 teachers and 40 students was organized under the auspices of the Ministry of Education. “Water” was the theme on ESD for the previous school year.
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