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According to the Programme of Prime Minister Matti Vanhanen's Government, the policies of the Government are based on the economic, social and ecological dimensions of sustainable development and call for a balanced coordination of production, economic growth and environmental factors. Finland's National Commission on Sustainable Development (SD), led by Prime Minister Vanhanen, adopted a revised national strategy on sustainable development in June 2006 (http://www.ymparisto.fi/download.asp?contentid=57597&lan=fi).

Education for sustainable development (ESD) was taken into consideration in this work by a separate sub-committee for education, appointed by the National Commission on Sustainable Development. This sub-committee prepared an ESD-strategy  and implementation plan on its own, which includes targets for development mainly in basic and secondary education http://www.edu.fi/julkaisut/engnetKekekajako.pdf.

It aims at improving educators' and teachers' readiness to promote sustainable development. The goal is to strengthen pupil's abilities. This sub-committee's strategy supports the national strategy of ESD formulated by the Committee on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) mentioned later in this text.

In March 2002 the Ministry of Education appointed a Committee on Education for Sustainable Development, which in 2002 drew up a national plan for launching the Baltic 21E -programme in Finland. The Committee included representation of the Ministry of Education and experts working as ESD coordinators in their sectors. The launching plan for Baltic 21E proposed development projects and ESD activities in all sectors of the education system, in liberal adult education and in research.

In its final report of 2006 http://www.minedu.fi/OPM/Julkaisut/2006/kestavan_kehityksen_edistaminen_koulutuksessa_baltic_21e_-ohjel?lang=en
the Committee described experiences gained from the implementation of the launching plan, and made recommendations for the future. This work formed the basis for the strategy on ESD, which this Committee published in February 2006 (at an ESD conference http://www.minedu.fi/OPM/Kansainvaeliset_asiat/kansainvaeliset_jaerjestoet/unesco/suomen_unesco-toimikunta/sutjulkaisuja?lang=fi; the English version is publication number 83.)

and which now serves as Finland's national action plan for the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (2005 – 2014, DESD). This strategy was the first national DESD strategy in the whole of Europe. In its strategy the Committee presents a vision and strategic lines for ESD in the education system, which were based on national education policy documents, the Baltic 21E programme, the ESD Strategy of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), and the University Charter for Sustainable Development (Copernicus Charter). 

It is worth mentioning that the Finnish Government had included the promotion of sustainable development in its development plan for education and research already in 2003. The development plan is one of the key steering tools of the Ministry of Education. The promotion of sustainable development has also been incorporated into the national core curricula in basic education and in general and vocational upper secondary education and into the performance agreements concluded by the polytechnics and universities with the Ministry of Education. In April 2006, the Finnish Government presented its education policy report to the Parliament. The report emphasises the importance of sustainable development in education, research and innovation.

The vision for the Finnish education system is that all individuals can contribute to sustainable development which satisfies the needs of today’s populations without jeopardizing the possibilities of future generations to satisfy theirs. The Finnish DESD policy comprises the following elements: (1) the promotion of SD (incl. sustainable consumption and production) in education at all levels; (2 ) institutional commitment at policy, steering and practical levels; (3) an ethical and integrated approach: all activities address the ecologic, economic, social and cultural considerations as mutually supporting dimensions; (4) permeability: the SD outlook is included in all activities; (5) staff development training; (6) interdisciplinarity; (7) dissemination of information; (8) increased networking and other cooperation; (9) participation: empowerment of citizens; (10) research, postgraduate and continuing education programmes; and (11) the utilisation of innovation.

The mode of reporting proposed by the Committee can be used for international as well as national and regional purposes.

The promotion of ESD is taken into account in the core funding of the different education sectors. The promotion of SD is also considered in the Ministry’s performance management procedures (e.g. in the form of project funding for educational institutions).  One example of a project funded by the Ministry of Education is the ESD Resource Centre at the national Baltic University Centre at Åbo Akademi University  (http:// www.bup.fi/)
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