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intervention by the Earth Charter 

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, esteemed colleagues, Mr. Chairman. My name is Marina Bakhnova Cary.  I represent here the Earth Charter Centre for Education for SD, a part of the International Earth Charter Initiative. 

The Earth Charter is an authoritative synthesis of values, principles, and aspirations that are widely shared by growing numbers of people, in all regions of the world.  You may be aware of the fact that during its 32nd General Conference in October 2003, UNESCO adopted a resolution “recognizing the Earth Charter as an important ethical framework for sustainable development.” The resolution affirms member states’ intention “to utilize the Earth Charter as an educational instrument, particularly in the framework of the United Nations Decade for Education for Sustainable Development”.  Given the broad use of the Earth Charter in Educational settings worldwide, it is a fact that the Earth Charter is widely recognized for providing a unique framework for developing educational materials and curriculum and particularly because it helps clarify the integrated approach and meaning of sustainability. 

Following on the previous intervention of the esteemed colleague on the importance of the energy security issue for the strategy for ESD, I would like to note that in my opinion, it is imperative that ESD ensures an education that shows the relationship and connection of things; an education that helps students address issues with a systemic and integrated approach for problem solving, rather than fragmenting learning, as the traditional education has been doing for years. And above all that is an education that will promote values and principles for a more sustainable consumption and production patterns. It is within this context that I believe the Earth Charter can be considered as a useful tool to advance the efforts of this Decade on ESD. The Earth Charter, as an overarching ethical framework for sustainability comprises in itself the integration of economic, environmental, social and cultural concerns. 

I suggest that a reference on the importance of the Earth Charter and its unique educational value be included in your recommendations and Ministerial Statement at the Belgrade Conference. I would propose the following phrasing: 

“Acknowledging that 32nd General Conference in October 2003, UNESCO adopted a resolution “recognizing the Earth Charter as an important ethical framework for sustainable development” and recognising the importance of the integrative education for sustainable development based on the moral values and principles of the Earth Charter “………..”Invite our Governments to make use of the Earth Charter integrated vision and include its values and principles into the official educational curricula in their countries.” 

