UNECE Steering Committee on Education for Sustainable Development

Second meeting

Geneva, 4-5 December 2006
Intervention by AUSTRIA

· EU-Conference on ESD and EU-Strategy on SD – Chapter of ESD

At the beginning of 2006 the Austrian Presidency appointed the “Group of Friends of the Presidency” who would review the EU strategy on sustainable development and ensure its coherence in including all sectors.

Their consultation supported the Presidency in steering the discussions in the different committees which were directly involved in the review of the strategy on sustainable development (e.g. the Education Council).

From March 13 to 15, 2006 the Austrian Presidency hosted a conference on education for sustainable development in Vienna: “Education for Sustainable Development towards Responsible Global Citizenship”, thus linking to the focus of the Dutch Presidency “Education for Democratic Citizenship”. This meeting addressed in detail and developed further the link between education and sustainability.

An aim of the Austrian Presidency was to highlight the importance of Education for Sustainable Development and to agree a strategic text on the role of education as a basis and a precondition for sustainable development in the revised EU strategy on Sustainable Development.

This was achieved as a result of the Ministers’ debate during the Education Council on May 19, 2006.

All conference documents are published at www.bmbwk.gv.at/bine-edd-esd
The Austrian initiative to develop a National Strategy for ESD

The process was initiated, financed and contracted both by the Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management and the Federal Minister for Education, Science and Culture. Its organisation was supported by FORUM Umweltbildung, Agentur Steinbach, by regional governments and NGO´s. 

The process involved a number of methods:

· The primary approach was the development of an expert paper that included the results of the participative process.

· The participative process involved two major tools: On central level expert round tables and a number of regional workshops. Overall about 350 stakeholders on formal, non-formal and informal education were involved.

· On Federal level a number of workshops held with the working-group on education of the Austrian Committee for Sustainable Development. 

The whole process led to a broadly accepted national strategy for ESD. Its governmental approval is pending.

Research projects: 


Project on competencies for Teacher Education:

Based on the analysis of a number of training course for teacher trainers on ESD competencies will be defined and training possibilities described. This project is done in close collaboration with the EU-Project CSCT. A publication will be available by mid 2007. 


Pilot study in ESD-Indicators in Higher Education:

The authors collected and commented all available indicator approaches and developed a proposal for a further leading research project which will be led by the University of Lüneburg which has the UNESCO chair on ESD in Higher Education. A short publication on the outcomes of this project will be published in the first months of 2007.


AR-Study on Participation in Classroom Teaching:

The Austrian ENSI teacher team made AR studies on their practise in school, Peter Posch helped in the AR-process and wrote the cross case analysis. The publication with the title “9 times pupil participation – examples from school practise” (in German) is available

Austrian Donations

The Ministry of Education, Science and Culture contributed € 2.000.— to the UNECE-ESD funds in December 2006. In addition the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management will host the next session of the indicators expert group in Vienna, in June 2007.

Reports of good practises: 
Austria delivered a selection of three examples as contribution to UNECE documentation of good practises: 

· ECO-School network

· ESD-Strategy Development 

· Sustainable University Initiative

Future perspectives:

· The University of Graz together with the Technical University strive for Regional Center of Excellence / UNU

· An Decade-Bureau is planned on basis of two contracts of Ministries with NGO 

· The UNECE-ESD Indicators will be discussed and answered in a participatory process until Belgrade conference
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