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CURRENT SITUATION AND TRENDS IN

SERBIAN EDUCATION SYSTEM FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Since we are all aware of the fact that Education for Sustainable Development is based on the three main pillars: social-cultural, economic and environmental, I will present current situation and achievements made within the Serbian Educational System which are crucial for sustainable development.

I – SOCIO-CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Referring to social-cultural aspect of sustainable development, the Ministry of Education and Sports of the Republic of Serbia (hereinafter referred to: the MoES) set up its priority goals at all levels of education through adopting, implementation and development of the following documents and activities:

· The Poverty Reduction Strategy;

· The Millennium Goals for Education;

· The National Action Plan for Children;

· The Strategy of Education Improvement for the Roma Children;

· Introducing of new school subject: “Civic Education” in primary and secondary schools;

· Promotion of Gender Issues and Human Rights, through various subjects in schools;

· The European Language Portfolio;

· The Bologna Declaration (Law on Higher Education in accordance with it);

· The social values are incorporated in various reformed curricula;

· Serbia has been focused on other vulnerable groups of children such as: children with special needs, ethnic minorities, children from low-income families, etc.

· Education for All (EFA) 

The programme defines six general objectives of Education for All, known as Dakar objectives:
· Promotion of pre-school education;

· Universal and compulsory elementary education;

· Education of adults without elementary education;

· Reduction of illiteracy;

· Elimination of gender inequity in education;

· Overall improvement of education quality.

Within above mentioned objectives the following priorities have been determined:

· Ethnic minority language education
a) education process in a mother tongue of an ethnic minority;

b) bilingual instruction – education process is realised in Serbian language and in a language of ethnic minority;

c) instruction in Serbian language – education process is realised in Serbian language including the possibility of choosing school subject instruction in a mother tongue including incorporated elements of national culture.

· Roma education within the Roma Decade

a) positive discrimination;

b) introducing of Roma Teaching Assistants into schools.

The following has been accomplished in this field:


· The National Forum for Education for All was formed;

· National Action Plan for Education for All was designed;

· Monitoring mechanisms of implementation process on EFA objectives were provided to ensure National Plan realization by the Year 2015.

Having above in mind the Ministry of Education and Sports adopted, in accordance with above mentioned principles, the Strategy of Education, based on decentralisation, democratisation and de-politisation of education as fundamental principles of the education system reform in Serbia.

The ultimate level of democratization encompasses:

- Education system transparency

· current beneficiaries of the education system;

· stakeholders;

· wider community.


- Fairness of the education system

· possibility of choice;

· development potentials, capabilities and talents.

In respect to the fact that the Council of Europe proclaimed 2005 as the European Year of Citizenship through Education, the Ministry of Education and Sports designed the documents and performed the activities, as follows:

· Proclamation Ceremony of 2005 as the European Year of Citizenship through Education opened by the Minister of Education in cooperation with the Council of Europe, March 2005;

· Elaborated National Framework on Education for Democratic Citizenship, upon to public debate (presented in Cetinje, May 2005),

· Media promotion of materials supporting these activities is in progress and a web site is constructed:  (http://mps.sr.gov.yu),

· Students’ Parliament (  preparation of good practice examples’ collection is in progress;

· Parliamentarism in Serbia – competition of secondary school students in essay writing (promotion in the Parliament, on  June 24, 2005),

· Education for Democratic Citizenship incorporated into Civic Education school subject curricula (I, II, III, IV grades of elementary and secondary school).

THE LAW ON HIGHER EDUCATION

· Adoption of the Law on Higher Education Harmonized with the Bologna Declaration

· MoES Development strategy places higher education as the top priority out of adopted priorities.

· Having this in mind, the Parliament of the Republic Serbia adopted on August 30, 2005, the Law on Higher Education, which is harmonized with the Bologna Declaration.

· The Lisbon Convention was ratified by the Assembly of the State Union of Serbia and Montenegro in 2003.

· Furthermore, this imposes the need of establishing the National Centre for the Recognition / Equivalency of Diplomas (ENIC/NARIC centres) which in turn facilitates the process of nostrification (recognition) for diplomas achieved abroad, transforming it into just recognition of diplomas in the same educational space.

· Leading role in higher education quality assurance belongs to the National Council for Higher Education, as a high-expertise body. This body is responsible for higher education policy making, as well as coordination and provision of higher education development, especially through designing of various standards and procedures that should on one hand guarantee an adequate quality level in the domain of higher education, while on the other hand they should serve as the means of comparison for local universities and the system of studying on them with universities and studying systems in the European Education Area.

· Through standards, accreditation and quality assessment that are under the competence of the high-expertise bodies in the Republic, education is the subject of constant evaluation and quality improvement, in order to determine complete standards valid for holistic European Education by 2010.

II – ECONOMIC PERSPECTIVES

Having in mind the aim of promoting more efficient education in order to improve economic aspect of sustainable development, imposed by the market in transition countries such as Serbia, the MoES is focused on:

· Bologna Declaration

In accordance with the Bologna Declaration the Law on Higher Education emphasizes the fundamental goals, as follows:
· Establishment of the system of comparable and easily understandable academic titles;

· Establishment of credit (points) system – ECTS (European Credit Transfer System), as the means of improvement of free student transfer within European Educational Area, meaning effective mobility of students, teachers, and associates, in order to achieve the highest possible education quality level;

· The Diploma Supplement;

· Two-step system and recognition of studying period:

1. Studies for work (three years);

2. Studies leading towards higher academic education (4+1+3) and (3+2+3);

· Quality assurance through accreditation of faculties, licenses for professors and periodic quality assessment.

· Lisbon Convention

The issue of the importance of the Lisbon Convention on the recognition of qualifications in the field of higher education in the European Region, that was ratified by the Assembly of the State Union of Serbia and Montenegro in 2003, is in close relation with the Diploma Supplement which has been widely used in the European Higher Education Area since 2005.
· European Framework for the Improvement of Vocational Education in Serbia

· Development of the Policy and Strategy of Vocational Education in Serbia

· Strategy Goals of Education and Training until 2010 in EU member countries.

III – ENVIRONMENTAL PERSPECTIVES

In regard to environmental aspect of sustainable development, Serbia has interdisciplinary and intersectorial approach to the issue. The implementation of environmental teaching contents in schools has started 10 years ago and it is still the subject of improvement, development and reforms. The current ongoing process is:

· For the 1st grade of  primary school in the Republic of Serbia has been introduced an optional school subject “The World Around Us”;

· For the 2nd, the 3rd and the 4th grade of primary school has been introduced an optional school subject: “Nature Keepers”;

· The new textbooks are in accordance with active teaching methods and teacher training has also been initiated;

· In secondary schools environmental issues are incorporated into various school subjects such as: Biology (with Ecology), Chemistry, Geography, Physics, but also in human sciences school subjects such as: Philosophy, Sociology and Human Rights.

· Universities in Serbia have also introduced Environmental Education as basic studies by establishing departments for Environmental Education as well as postgraduate studies;

· The Parliament of the Republic of Serbia has proclaimed for its priority Environmental Education, and in accordance with it, the National Environmental Strategy is in procedure for adoption.

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

In order to achieve further improvement of the Education for Sustainable Development Serbia takes part in various international projects and programmes, bilateral cooperation with over 30 countries all around the world and multilateral cooperation with a number of leading and reputable international organisations. This form of cooperation is carried out through European programs of cooperation (please find the list enclosed), the Central European Exchange Programme (CEEPUS), and several regional initiatives.
Integrated Life Long Learning Program
Due to the fact that the Integrated Life Long Learning Programme will be opened for Western Balkans countries, the MoES has been preparing the Action Plan for the Inclusion of Serbia into the Programme. It is expected that the National Agency for Implementation of European Programs will be founded by 2006. and that Serbia will take part in the next six-year cycle of these new-generation European Programs in the field of education and training (2007-2013).

The very core of the Unified European Life-long Learning Programme make the programmes, as follows:
1. Socrates (Comenius, Erasmus, Grundwig, Lingua, Minerva…);

2. Leonardo da Vinci; 

3. Distance Learning; 

4. Erasmus Mundus.

Through these programmes Serbia will have opportunity to promote its education for sustainable development with the focus on:
· Life-long learning;

· Usage of information and information technologies;

· Support to certain groups on the labour market, including persons with special needs;

· Equal opportunities for men and women;

· Strengthening the partnerships between all participants in various economic and educational fields.
CEEPUS - Central European Exchange Programme for University Studies 

The CEEPUS (Central European Exchange Program for University Studies) is a Central European programme for the exchange of students and professors; its central office is in Vienna. At the moment there are 10 member countries.
The basic aim of this program is creating of multilateral dimension through academic mobility in the Central Europe and South Europe Region, promotion of complete programs and networks, especially the Joint Degree networks, promotion of understanding and specifics of the Region, and the support in establishing of European Higher Education Area.

BSEC – Organisation for Black Sea Economic Cooperation 

Serbia has recently taken part in new BSEC initiative and signed the Declaration on Cooperation in Higher Education and University Research, on September 2005, which also is another opportunity to build strong partnerships and cooperation with Black Sea Countries, to exchange and share with them examples of good practice and experiences, in order to make the basis for sustainable development together with international partners.

UNICEF

“School Without Violence” Project is a joint project of UNICEF, the MoES, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Labour, Employment and Social Affairs, the Council for Children Rights and the Institute for Improvement of Education. The main objective of the Project is to promote school environment as a safe place, to raise the awareness of children, teachers, parents and other stakeholders through organising various workshops and trainings. The Project is currently in pilot phase in four schools, and since February 2006. it is expected to be implemented in over 50 schools throughout Serbia.

SAVE THE CHILDREN
The MoES and the “Save the Children” signed the Memorandum of Understanding in order to jointly support inclusive education in the Republic of Serbia. The “Save the Children” has already undertaken various activities for further development of inclusive education in Serbia. The project objective is quality education for all children, especially for children with special needs, in accordance with the National Strategy for Education in Serbia: 2005-2010. 

The main activities of the Project are:

· Further development of inclusive education 

Inclusive education should have capacity for the inclusion of all children, especially the children with special needs, Roma children, and should support the kindergartens and schools experienced in this field to be transformed in centres for education and promotion of inclusive education models.

· Establishment of the Fund

The Fund should provide financial support to research in this field, various projects carried out in the kindergartens, schools and NGOs, with the aim of developing “good practice model” in inclusive education and to establish standards for wide use in schools, taking into account all specifics of holistic educational system and school environment.

· Establishing of Strategic Joint Committee

The Committee should consist of representatives of the following institutions: the MoES, universities, schools, kindergartens and NGOs supporting inclusive education in Serbia and which have contributed to the implementation of the National Strategy for Education in Serbia.
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