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Item 4a: Coordination at National and international levels

(Designating national focal points, developing national implementation plans, establishing a consultative mechanism and translating the strategy into official and other relevant languages).

The strategy for ESD (Education for Sustainable Development) in Europe has already been translated into Greek and it’s in the process of being submitted to other Governmental and non-Governmental bodies. It is estimated that the Strategy will be ready for distribution to various institutions in the next few months.

Cyprus plans to establish a coordinating body which will monitor and coordinate the implementation of the Strategy. This will take place after the approval of the National Action Plan for ESD, which is currently in draft form and has been distributed to various organizations for comments and suggestions within the framework of an open dialogue focusing on this issue. At the moment, the coordinating body for the implementation of actions related to ESD in the Cyprus Educational System is the Cyprus Pedagogical Institute.

The draft of the National Strategy for ESD encompasses eight fundamental action areas, which are presented below:

1) Forming an Institutional and Operational framework for integrating ESD in Cyprus formal and non-formal Educational Systems.

2) Establishing a Unified National Curriculum for all educational levels focusing on the key themes of ESD (Citizenship, peace, justice, human rights, health, natural resources, consumption and production).

3) Promoting ESD-related Research and Evaluation.

4) Extending the In-service training of teachers, from all levels of education, to include the new methodological aspects of ESD (teachers, counselors, stakeholders, decision-makers, managers). 

5) Promoting cooperation at National and International level for implementing SD in Cyprus.

6) Developing educational tools in cooperation with other countries, NGOs, and other interested sectors at National Level. 

7)  Promoting ESD through Mass media.

8)  Creating a network of Environmental Education Centers, the “Green Schools”. The main aim of these Centers will be to connect formal and non-formal education, according to the needs of Society.

Item 4b: Capacity building and sharing of experience

(Sub-regional thematic workshops, compilation of national good practices, case studies and use of electronic tools).

Cyprus has already taken various initiatives at the regional, national and internaltional level, in order to effectively and systematically promote SD in the Cyprus Educational System. 

The recommendations of the Strategy for ESD in Europe are based on the needs and particularities of each region. Cyprus participated in the Conference and the workshop for implementing the UNECE Strategy for ESD in the Mediterranean region. The Conference took place in Greece in November 2005 and was under the auspices of the Greek Government. Furthermore, Cyprus is cooperating with various EU countries on submitting a number of projects for the creation of communication networks with the aim of promoting SD through various procedures. Information Technologies, establishing international networks with Environmental Education Centers in Europe so as to develop programs for SD and improve SD training courses are some of the projects in which Cyprus participates in cooperation with Greece, Slovakia, Austria, Italy and the UK.

At the national level, Cyprus has undertaken initiatives, which can be considered as good examples for promoting ESD. Connecting formal with non-formal education is an important issue for Cyprus. For that reason, the governmental network of Environmental Education Centers has already been established and connects formal education with the outdoor environment. The Pedoulas Environmental Education Center is the first Center to be organized on the basis of investigating and analyzing environment in a holistic view through open-ended procedures. An important aspect of this Center is that the local community is a core and active member in various Environmental Programs of the Center. Furthermore, school community has the opportunity to interact with the local people and the wider local community in order to investigate issues which have a global content as well as an impact on their local setting. 

A National project with the title “Planning and Applying E.E. and SD projects with parental involvement and the local community” has been designed in Cyprus. Until now 34 schools from various educational levels are participating. The main aim of the project is to establish communication networks and promote interaction between the local communities, the school community and the parents in order to jointly investigate, analyze and resolve specific problems of the local community and design their Sustainable local agenda. This National Project, which was designed and implemented by the Cyprus Pedagogical Institute (CPI) focuses on action, participation and the development of an Environmentally-literate Citizen. At the same time, in-service training courses, based on the main methodological approaches of ESD, are conducted at the CPI in order to help teachers effectively design and apply these types of projects in their School Unit.

Another innovative project for effectively promoting ESD in Cyprus is the Project “Students in Research and Evaluation”. Through this project schools have the opportunity to develop various Environmental Education Programs based on ESD. “Sustainable Cities”, “Car-Free cities”, “Eco-tourism” “Renewable Energy Resources” are some of the projects that have already been developed. The projects are pursued through students’ investigation and interaction with their local community, governmental organizations and NGOs so as to propose solutions for the improvement of their community’s living conditions. 

