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Dear Ladies and gentleman,

Please allow me to inform you of the Workshop on Sustainable Consumption and Production and Education for Sustainable Development, that was held in Zagreb from 5-6 December. The Workshop was organized by the Ministry of Environmental Protection, Physical Planning and Construction of the Republic of Croatia in collaboration with the Centre for Cleaner Production in Croatia. It was held under the auspices of the Central European Initiative and United Nations Environment Program. Participants consisted of 50 representatives from Ministries of Environment, Economy, Labour, Foreign Affairs, Culture, Science and Education, NGOs, business and academia from Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, FYR Macedonia, Serbia and Montenegro, and included representation from Georgia, UK, Ukraine and UNEP.

Apart from being aimed at promoting sustainable consumption patterns and developing initiatives in the field of cleaner production and consumption in the South East Europe, a development of multi-stakeholder partnerships and initiatives, exchange of experiences and continuing dialogue and efforts in the field of awareness raising and education for sustainable development have also been a significant part of this Workshop. A number of national UNESCO secretaries from South-East Europe have participated in the Workshop. Moreover, this Workshop has been recognized by UNESCO as a significant effort in implementation of ESD and a proof of Croatia’s dedication to the goals of sustainable development. During the Workshop a Working group on awareness rising and ESD has exchanged experiences, presented examples of good practice and identified problems in implementation of ESD in the Region as well as proposed measures of solving them. Furthermore, participants have suggested a possible follow-up project idea, consisted of the following elements:

· Training of educators for specific target groups (journalists, teachers, students, NGO etc.), with an emphasis on education of civil servants, especially of those who are in charge of developing and implementing strategies based on SD principles and making decisions
· Meeting of the national focal points for ESD from the countries in the region and collection of good practice examples

· Development of SD education tools

Allow me to express our opinion that this Workshop is a clear contribution to the goals of the Phase I of the implementation of the Strategy, since obstacles and gaps in the implementation within the countries of the Region have been identified and measures proposed for overcoming those gaps. Furthermore, it presents an establishment of a sub-regional cooperation and partnership between the countries of the South East Europe in the process of ESD, which will facilitate the implementation of the Strategy and the principles of SD. Therefore, it also presents an impetus for further development of the international cooperation, which is the key of achieving our common goals in the field of ESD. 
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