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Dear Chairman! 
Dear colleagues!
1.  Here today, in Geneva, for me as for Head of the CA WG on EE and ESD and EE CA Programme Manager is a pleasure to see that countries of Central Asia outstand as a joint sub-region and confirm that:   

· Environmental Education (EE) and Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) are the important priorities in addressing the goals of sustainable development and required condition for implementation of sub-regional and national programs on sustainable development,  

· Support of the UNECE Strategy on ESD, the Vilnius frameworks of implementation and activity of the expert group on development of indicators of implementation of the Strategy.    

2. I have to highlight that during last three years of presence of the Central Asian Programme on EE it has been transforming to the Programme of Education for Sustainable Development. 

It is confirmed by: 

· The projects on ESD, that we together implement; 

· The seminars and trainings on ESD for teachers, state officials and NGOs, that we conduct; 

· And informational, methodical and educational materials on ESD, which we jointly produce and publish in CA.  

Ana this is very important for Central Asia that this process of transformation is going step by step.
3. Due to the location Central Asia has unique opportunity to participate in the both ESD processes - as in UNECE region, so in Asia-Pacific region (APR).  Regional office of UNESCO coordinates ESD activities in ARP.  

During preparation of the ESD Strategy for APR, CAREC in 2004-2005 with participation of experts of CA countries, by the order and with support of the UNESCO Regional Office in Bangkok and UNESCO Cluster Office in Almaty had prepared the Review “Situational analysis on ESD in Central Asia”, which became a part of the “Situational analysis on ESD in Asian-Pacific region”. The review in Russian and English languages was published and then presented at the Fourth CA Conference on EE and ESD. 

4. As my colleagues from Central Asian countries already mentioned, another confirmation of CA process on EE and ESD is the traditional conduction of CA annual sub-regional conferences on EE and ESD in capitals of CA countries.  The decision to conduct sub-regional conferences on EE/ESD in order to share experience, to outline final results and to coordinate further steps was taken at the Bishkek Meeting of CA countries’ representatives.   

At the Fourth Conference on EE and ESD in CA, which was held on September 21-22, 2005 in Almaty the issue the decision to conduct the Fifth Jubilee Conference on ESD in 2006 in Central Asia and to provide with assistance to the preparation of the Conference was made. Now at the level of the Government of Uzbekistan and State Committee of the Nature Protection is discussing the issue of conduction of the Fifth Jubilee Conference on ESD in 2006 in Tashkent (Uzbekistan) in autumn 2006. We hope our partners will support conducting this Conference as international Conference on ESD.

5. I would like to outline again importance of our experience of making decisions on EE and ESD, formed during last 3 years. I am talking about the Joint CA Working Group on EE and ESD, created by the decision of ministries of environment and education in Bishkek, in April 2003 and coordinating implementation of the EE CA Programme and projects on EE and ESD in CA and presenting achievements of CA countries on international level. CA WG consists of representatives of the Ministries of Education, Environment and CA NGO.  Today, the CA WG members participate at the meeting as well. 

The Fourth Conference on EE and ESD in CA in Almaty proposed to approve of its activity and to extend its authorities up to the Belgrade Pan-European Conference (2007), and also to authorize CA WG to provide information on the progress made and on results of the present Conference at the Steering Committee meeting on the UNECE ESD Strategy and other international ESD forums.

CAREC fully supports initiatives of CA countries on ESD and expresses a hope that these proposals will inspire interest among members of the Steering Committee and partners, will be supported by representatives of donor-countries and international organizations.

Thank you for your attention!
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