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Promoting ratification and application of the Protocol on SEA 

  Provisional agenda of joint workshop on public participation 
in environmental decision-making, to be held in Geneva,  
29–30 October 2012 

  Outline proposal prepared by the secretariats of the Aarhus and Espoo 
Conventions 

A joint event under the auspices of the Task Force on Public Participation in Decision 
Making (TF PPDM) under the Aarhus Convention and the Bureau under the Protocol on 
Strategic Environmental Assessment to the Espoo Convention (Espoo/SEA Bureau)  

  Key documents 

 (a) Draft recommendations on public participation 

Prepared under the auspices of the Aarhus Convention’s TF PPDM in consultation with, 
inter alia, the Espoo/SEA Bureau and the Espoo Convention secretariat. 

 (b) Draft good practices recommendations on public participation in strategic decision-
making  

Prepared under the auspices of the Espoo/SEA Bureau in consultation with, inter alia, the 
TF PPDM and the Aarhus Convention secretariat. 
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 I. Opening 

 II. General segment  

 1. Laying the ground 

  Exchanging good practices and challenges in public participation in environmental 
decision-making 

The participants will be invited to share:  

 (i)  available expertise, experience and good practices concerning public 
participation in environmental decision-making, including on transboundary matters;  

 (ii)  common difficulties and main obstacles to effective public participation;  

 (iii)  possible solutions and assistance needed to overcome the challenges. 

The secretariat to the Aarhus Convention will update experts on its collection of case 
studies and demonstrate a set of case studies available on-line. 

 2. Learning lessons:  

  Consultation on draft Recommendations on public participation in environmental 
decision-making 

Participants will be invited to provide comments on the draft Recommendations on public 
participation in environmental decision-making being prepared by the TF PPDM, 
addressing inter alia the structure of the document and sharing general comments related to 
its content. Participants will be given opportunity to provide more detailed comments in 
writing prior to and after the event. 

 III. Special focus session 

   Emerging issues in public participation in strategic decision-making 

This session will examine emerging issues in public participation in strategic decision-
making with respect to plans, programmes and policies that are likely to have significant 
environmental, including health, effects and that are subject to the Aarhus Convention 
(article 7) and the SEA Protocol. The session will include the presentation of case studies 
and discussion on the draft good practices recommendations for public participation in 
strategic decision-making (document (b) above). It is intended that the session will:  

 (i) contribute to the further development on these issues of the draft 
recommendations discussed in the general segment (document (a) above) and of the good 
practices recommendations (document (b) above) as well as ensure consistency and synergy 
between these two documents;  

 (ii) encourage the collection of case studies on public participation in the 
strategic decision-making.  

    


