
Public hearing meeting regarding environmental impact assessment for the 
construction of the planned hydroelectric power plant on Nemunas river in the 
Republic of Belarus was held in Druskininkai (Lithuania) 
 
 On September 25 2009, Ministry of Environment and Druskininkai municipality organized 
public hearing meeting regarding environmental impact assessment for the construction of the 
planned hydroelectric power plant on Nemunas river in Belarus. The hydropower plant would be 
constructed 11 kilometers from Lithuanian-Belarusian border. 23 representatives of Lithuanian 
higher education institutions, NGOs, civil engineering companies, state and municipal authorities 
and 7 representatives of Belarusian State enterprise Grodnoenergo, Central Research Institute for 
Complex Use of Water Resources of Belarus and the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Protection participated in the meeting.  
 During the discussion, the representatives of the developer of the proposed activity 
(Belarusian State enterprise Grodnoenergo) and the preparers of the environmental impact 
assessment documentation (Central Research Institute for Complex Use of Water Resources) gave 
reports on the hydroelectric power plant project, presented the results of the environmental impact 
assessment and answers to the comments of Lithuanian experts, which were submitted at the end of 
the summer. Belarusian experts also answered questions from the audience.  
 The audience expressed an interest how hydro power plant operation could affect the    
water quality and channel morphology of Nemunas river; were interested whether fish passage 
devices and navigation lock would be installed and whether sanitary protection flow of Nemunas 
river would be ensured. Lithuanian experts also raised questions regarding another planned 
hydropower plant on Nemunas river in the territory of Belarus (close to Gardinas city), they were 
interested if the cumulative effects of the two hydroelectric power were assessed. The participants 
also raised questions regarding risk-assessment methodology and other issues.  
 Ministry of the Environment of the Republic of Lithuania points out, that comments on the 
draft environmental impact assessment report from the public will be collected until October 9  
2009. The report in Lithuanian language can be found on the website of the Ministry of 
Environment (http://www.am.lt/VI/index.php#r/1138). Suggestions and comments regarding the 
report may be submitted in writing or by e-mail to the Environmental Impact Assessment Division 
of the Ministry of Environment. Taking into account the opinion and comments of the public, 
concerned institutions and organizations, Ministry of Environment will present final position to the  
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment protection of the republic of Belarus regarding the 
hydroelectric power plant project and its environmental impact assessment. 


