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STEERING GROUP ON ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTS 

OUTCOMES OF THE FIRST MEETING 

 25-26 March 2010, Geneva 

The meeting was attended by members of the Steering Group on Environmental 

Assessments (SGEA) from Georgia, Italy, Kazakhstan, Norway, Poland, Russian Federation, 

Spain, Switzerland, Ukraine, USA, Uzbekistan, the European Environment Agency (EEA), the 

UNECE Working Group on Environmental Monitoring and Assessment (WGEMA), the 

Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment (WGMA) under the UNECE water convention, 

UNEP, OECD, UNDP, Central Asian Regional Environmental Centre (CAREC) and the European 

Eco-Forum. 

The EEA Executive Director and a representative of Kazakhstan co-chaired the meeting. The 

SGEA: 

• Considered various proposals for a scope and focus for the Assessment of 

Assessments (AoA); 

• Stressed the need of coming up in the AoA process with recommendations for closing 

the gaps in current environmental assessments in the region and building country 

capacities for producing regular assessment reports at the national and international 

levels; 

• Considered the ongoing development of the Shared Environmental Information 

System (SEIS) under the EEA, including key SEIS principles (e.g. data accessibility, 

relevance, quality control and sharing),  and ways and means of involving in this 

process of countries that are not covered by the EEA networks; 

• Reviewed the availability of major global and regional environmental assessments 

that could be subject of AoA especially in the area of water and water-related 

ecosystems; 

• Considered the opportunities for using the results of ongoing activities on 

environmental assessments and indicators that might be useful in providing time-

series data for the pan-European assessment part of AoA such as the State of the 

Environment Report 2010 of the EEA (SOER-2010), the work of the UNECE Joint Task 

Force on Environmental Indicators and of the EAP Task Force;  

• Took note the EEA presentation on the Eye on Earth portal that might be expanded 

to cover the AoA activities;  

• Took note that CAREC offered its preparedness  to carry out AoA module similar with 

the one developed by EEA on SOER2010 for Central Asia subject to funds availability; 

• Took note that UNEP was very supportive to the process and mentioned possible 

linkages with running processes such as GEO-5 report; 

• Took note that OECD was preparing  indicators and green growth strategy to be 

published in 2011 making possible connections with the AoA process; 



2

 

 

• Prepared an outline (analytical sources) for the AoA report (see annex) taking 

particular account of the proposals put forward and the two main themes of the 

Astana “Environment for Europe” Ministerial Conference of 2011; 

•  Agreed to focus on country situations with environmental assessments and to 

engage actively national focal points (NFP) at the earliest. Both national 

environmental assessment reports and country communications to multilateral 

environmental agreements (MEA) should be covered; 

• Considered an EEA proposal for a template for the assessment of national and 

international assessment reports to be reviewed under the AoA process; 

• Took note that the EEA would circulate the assessment template among NFP and 

invited UNECE to circulate the template among the relevant United Nations bodies; 

• Took note that EEA would create a dedicated web site for uploading the replies to the 

template; 

• Agreed with the EEA proposals on the criteria for the selection of assessments to be 

covered by the AoA report (e.g. “formal” reports produced by public authorities; 

expert reports supported by underlying data and information used in the analyses; 

scientific papers, databases and indicators covering an emerging issue and/or an area 

that is poorly accounted for in the broad assessments earlier than 10 years); 

• Welcomed the EEA proposal to offer countries an opportunity to provide inputs of 

their country specifics for the AoA using the experience of the SOER-2010 

preparation; 

• Agreed that it would be for the thematic expert groups to come up with specific 

criteria for the assessment of individual reports to be reviewed; 

• Highlighted the importance of selecting relevant representative(s) of the business 

community to be involved in the AoA process and invited the Co-Chairs to get in 

touch with relevant business associations actively involved in the topics selected for 

the AoA report; 

• Welcomed the Co-Chairs proposal to write a letter to SGEA members soliciting their 

advice regarding the type of expertise needed for the topics on Green Economy and 

on Resource Efficiency as well as the international reference documents to be 

covered by the AoA report;  

• Agreed to use EIONET NFP and members of the Working Group on Environmental 

Monitoring and Assessment  (WGEMA) from Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central 

Asia as NFP for AoA provided that other persons had not been designated for the 

purpose; 

• Invited the Co-Chairs to write a letter to AoA NFPs and to relevant international 

bodies and institutions requesting them to provide details of recommended thematic 

experts for AoA; 

• Took note with appreciation of the provision of CHF 70’000 by Switzerland and of the 

pledge of Euro 3’000 by the Republic of Moldova to the UNECE to support the 
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participation of experts from Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia in thematic 

expert groups on AoA
1
; 

• Took note of the pledge by Italy to provide an expert to EEA for the AoA preparation; 

• Expressed concern over the non-provision of the required donor funds for the UNECE 

secretariat to support servicing the SGEA and agreed, as a consequence, to proceed 

with the AoA report preparation in a step-by-step starting with the assessment of 

national assessment reports and communications under the MEAs, and using virtual 

communications as SGEA primary working means; 

• Took note of the UNDP intention to facilitate the provision of funds to support 

Central Asian countries participation in the AoA process; 

• Invited SGEA members to facilitate the provision of extrabudgetary resources for 

AoA; 

• Took note of the proposal by the MGMA Chair to explore the opportunities to use the 

upcoming workshops on the 2
nd

 transboundary water assessment as thematic expert 

meetings on water related topics of the AoA;  

•  Welcomed the EEA initiative to organize a NFP meeting at EEA in Copenhagen on 28 

May 2010 back-to-back with the EIONET meeting to be held in Copenhagen on 26-27 

May 2010. EEA will provide financial support to NFP from countries of Eastern 

Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia; 

• Decided to hold its second meeting on 1 November 2010   in Geneva on the eve of 

the annual session of the Committee on Environmental Policy (2-5 November 2010). 

An opportunity will be explored to organise an informal video- teleconference (with 

interpretation) in June-July 2010.

                                                             
1
 At the time of writing the present note, the Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic pledged a 

financial contribution to UNECE amounting to USD 10,000.- for the preparation of the Europe’s Environment 

Assessment of Assessments report.  



4

 

 

 

Annex 

 

ANALYTICAL SOURCES FOR THE AoA REPORT 

WATER RESOURCES 

 

� Water quality and vulnerability 

� Water quantity and vulnerability 

(including extreme natural events) 

� Desertification 

� Living resources (fisheries) 

� Habitat characterization 

� Ecosystems and biodiversity 

� Protected and migratory species and 

protected areas 

� Invasive species 

� Water-borne diseases 

 

 

 

WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

 

� Water quantity (including glaciers 

and extreme events) 

� Water management (including 

efficiency and adaptation measures) 

� Infrastructure (including financial 

aspects, energy, wastewater, 

desalinisation, 

pipes/channels/reservoirs) 

� Water consumption 

� Governance (including transboundary 

issues) 

� Ecosystem services and restoration 

� Water pollution control 

� Socio-economic aspects (e.g. access 

to drinking water) 

� Vulnerability 

 

GREEN ECONOMY 

 

� Renewable energy (e.g. hydropower, 

biofuels and biomass) 

� Energy efficiency 

� Mobility (air quality, emissions and 

noise) 

� Industry (emissions and waste) 

� Environmental impact assessment 

(EIA) and strategic impact 

assessment (SIA) 

� Governance (including institutional 

arrangements and multilateral 

environmental agreements) and 

environmental performance reviews) 

� Corporate social responsibility and 

environmental reporting 

� Futures and scenarios (including  

� vulnerability, opportunities, 

competitiveness and migration) 

 

RESOURCE EFFICIENCY 

 

� Use of natural capital (including 

forestry, agriculture, urbanization 

linked to the use and degradation of 

land, soil, water and biodiversity) 

� Water efficiency in industrial, rural 

and urban areas 

� Life-cycle analysis 

� Environmental accounting 

� Consumption and production 

patterns 

� Tourism 

 


