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Summary 

  At its twenty-fourth session (Geneva, 29–31 January 2019), the Committee on 

Environmental Policy requested its Bureau and the secretariat to follow up on the 

Committee’s decisions, including by preparing the documents and reports necessary for the 

Committee’s work at its next session in November 2019. The present document outlines the 

outcomes of the Bureau’s work during the period February–July 2019, with a view to 

supporting the Committee’s work at its twenty-fifth session (Geneva, 13–15 November 

2019). 
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  Introduction 

1. At its twenty-fourth session (29–31 January 2019), the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Europe (ECE) Committee on Environmental Policy requested its Bureau to 

follow up on the Committee’s decisions and mandated it to carry out a number of activities, 

including: (a) to prepare the Committee’s twenty-fifth session (Geneva, 13–15 November 

2019); and (b) to verify the availability of data for 2017 and, if available for all countries with 

economies in transition, to prepare revised criteria for financial support for approval by the 

Committee by email through a silent procedure. 

2. In the intersessional period, the Bureau worked by means of electronic consultations 

and met in Geneva, on 6 June 2019. 

3. The Bureau of the Committee on Environmental Policy comprises the Chair from 

Portugal and Vice-Chairs from Belarus, Belgium, Czechia, Georgia, Germany, Kazakhstan, 

the Russian Federation, Serbia, Switzerland and the United States of America. 

 I. Provisional agenda for the Committee’s twenty-fifth session 

4. During its meeting in June 2019, the Bureau considered for approval the draft 

provisional annotated agenda for the Committee’s twenty-fifth session (ECE/CEP/2019/14) 

and the provisional time frame for the meeting (information paper No.16). In particular, the 

Bureau recommended: 

(a) Fully devoting the first day of the session to the preparation of the Ninth 

Environment for Europe Ministerial Conference; 

(b) Allocating more time for selection of the themes of the Conference at the 

expense of time allocated for organizational issues and resource requirements of the 

Conference; 

(c) Continuing the practice of preparing an official document on all cross-sectoral 

activities under the auspices of the ECE Environment subprogramme and asked the 

secretariat to prepare it for the Committee’s twenty-fifth session. 

 II. Preparation of the Ninth Environment for Europe 
Ministerial Conference 

5. The Environment for Europe Reform Plan sets out the provisions for the preparatory 

process and for the organization of the Environment for Europe Ministerial Conferences 

(ECE/CEP/S/152, annex I, and ECE/CEP/S/152/Corr.1). The Reform Plan stipulates that 

Ministerial Conferences should be held every four to five years, with each Conference lasting 

for two-and-a-half to three days maximum. Accordingly, the Ninth Environment for Europe 

Ministerial Conference should be held in 2021. 

6. At its meeting in June 2019, the Bureau discussed the possible time slots for the 

Conference and recommended that autumn 2021 was the most appropriate period. Bearing 

that in mind, the Bureau requested the secretariat to develop a document presenting 

organizational issues for the Conference, similar to that prepared for the Eighth Environment 

for Europe Ministerial Conference (ECE/CEP/2014/15), an event which was held in Batumi, 

Georgia, from 28 to 31 October 2014. 

7.  In order to facilitate choosing a venue for the next Environment for Europe Ministerial 

Conference, the Bureau requested the secretariat to prepare a document with requirements 
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for hosting such an event, based on past Conferences and taking into account the relevant 

provisions of the Reform Plan. 

8.  According to the Reform Plan, not later than 18 months before the Conference, the 

Committee, at its regular session, should decide on not more than two themes and discuss the 

outline of the agenda of the Conference. 

9.  During its meeting in June 2019, the Bureau discussed the procedure of the selection 

of themes for the Conference and: 

(a) Recommended soliciting ideas concerning the themes for the Ninth 

Environment for Europe Ministerial Conference from the ECE member States, partner 

organizations and ECE multilateral environmental agreements through a simple online 

survey; 

(b) Requested the secretariat to prepare a long list of the proposed themes for the 

Conference based on the replies to the survey and to draft the proposed framework for 

preparing the Ninth Environment for Europe Ministerial Conference;  

(c) Decided to meet again in Lisbon, on 19 and 20 September 2019, to screen the 

long list of the proposed themes for the Conference, with a view to preparing a short list to 

be circulated to the Committee in advance of its twenty-fifth session; 

(d) Decided to invite the Committee, at its twenty-fifth session, to consider the 

common environmental priorities in the ECE region based on the short list of the proposed 

themes for the Conference, with a view to deciding on not more than two themes for the 

Ninth Ministerial Conference. 

10. According to the Environment for Europe Reform Plan, the official substantive 

documentation for each Conference should comprise a pan-European assessment and up to 

two theme-specific reports. To support the Committee’s deliberations at its twenty-fifth 

session, the secretariat had prepared a concept note for the next pan-European environmental 

assessment. 

11. The Bureau asked the Chair to circulate the concept note among the members of the 

Committee on Environmental Policy and to encourage them to consider the necessary 

financial resources when discussing and deciding on the assessment at the Committee’s next 

session. 

 III. Overview of resources for environmental activities 
and criteria for financial support for participation 
in meetings and events 

12. At its twenty-fourth session, the Committee approved the revised criteria for 

providing financial support for participation in meetings and events and asked the Bureau, 

with support from the secretariat, to periodically verify the availability of data for 2017 and, 

if available, for all countries with economies in transition, to prepare revised criteria for 

financial support for approval by the Committee by email through a silent procedure. The 

Bureau asked the secretariat to verify the availability of data for 2017 and to report to the 

Bureau on the matter at its next meeting (Lisbon, 19 and 20 September 2019). 

     


