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The Water Convention and the SDGs
• Convention supports countries in achieving the 2030 Agenda, for example:

• SDG 6 and esp. target 6.5.2 on IWRM and transboundary cooperation
• SDG 13 and 11 throught its activities on climate and disasters: pilot projects, workshops, 

capacity-building, e.g. on preparing bankable projects, guidance preparation, 
e.g. words into action guidelines on water and disasters together with ISDR (2018)

• SDG 7 and 2 through its activities on the water-food-energy-ecosystems nexus: 
Basin assessments, synthesis methodology (2018), in cooperation with Energy sector/ 
division: policy brochure on renewable energy and nexus and multi-stakeholder “Hard 
Talks” on Renewable Energy Investment

• Convention also supports SDGs 16, 
15, 3,17
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The Water Convention is a powerful tool to promote and operationalize the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda) and its Sustainable Development Goals. It directly supports implementation of target 6.5, which requests all countries to implement integrated water resources management, including through transboundary cooperation, as appropriate. ECE and UNESCO) have been designated as custodian agencies for global indicator 6.5.2, which measures the progress in transboundary water cooperation worldwide, and as the reporting on indicator 6.5.2 is closely linked with the reporting under the Convention, the Convention offers a framework to track global progress on transboundary water cooperation, discuss common challenges and define responses.The Convention and its programme of work are also relevant for other Sustainable Development Goals and targets, such as all the other targets of goal 6 (clean water and sanitation), but also: goals 2 (zero hunger), 7 (affordable and clean energy) and 15 (life on land) through, for instance, the work on the water-food-energy-ecosystems nexus; goal 3 (good health and well-being), through activities in cooperation with the Protocol on Water and Health; target 11.5 (reducing the impact of disasters, in particular water-related disasters) and goal 13 (climate action), through activities on water and climate; and in general for goals 16 (peace, justice and strong institutions) and 17 (partnerships for the goals).



Achievements 2018 
1. Baseline report on transboundary water cooperation

Results of the first reporting exercise 2017-2018 
launched in 2018
• Among 153 countries sharing 

transboundary waters 107 responded
• 59 % = average of the national percentage of 

transboundary basins covered by an operational 
arrangement (62 out of 153 countries)

• Only 17 countries with all transboundary basins 
covered by operational arrangements

• Significant effort needed to increase cooperation 
on transboundary rivers, lakes and aquifers

• UNECE region is the most advanced one as 
shown in first report on Convention’s 
implementation also launched in 2018

SDG Target 6.5: By 2030, implement integrated water resources management at all levels, including 
through transboundary cooperation as appropriate.
Indicator 6.5.2 Proportion of transboundary basin area with an operational arrangement for water 
cooperation
Only indicator on transboundary cooperation => Catalytic role across multiple SDGs and targets
Custodian agencies: UNECE and UNESCO

=> Role of the Water Convention to strenghten
monitoring and implementation
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For the first time ever we have official data submitted by countries that allows to track transboundary water cooperation worldwide.We also have clear evidence of the impact of the Water Convention as the UNECE region is the most advanced worldwide on this topic.The first report on the implementation also shows that Parties have made significant progress in the implementation of the Water Convention: most basins are covered by agreements for transboundary water cooperation, and almost all these agreements have joint bodies in place to support their implementation. This has brought many concrete results, including enhanced human and ecosystem health, improved water quality, mitigation of the impacts of floods and droughts, as well as better joint planning in many areas - from hydropower operation to river basin management. These results further underline the potential benefits of the implementation of the Water Convention at the global level.Through the reporting exercise, Parties have also demonstrated a willingness to highlight the difficulties they face in implementing certain provisions of the Convention, such as activities related to joint monitoring and assessment, joint water quality standards, extreme events and public participation. 



• Global opening of the Convention became a reality in 2018, with the accessions 
of Chad and Senegal; 20 other countries have shown interest in accession: 
Benin, Cameroon, Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Central African Republic, Gambia, Ghana, 
Guinea, Iraq, Jordan, Mauritania, Mongolia, Niger, Nigeria, Uganda, Togo, Tunisia, 
Somalia, Suriname and Viet Nam

• 8th Meeting of the Parties (Astana, 10-12 October) confirmed the Convention’s
role as global platform for transboundary water cooperation: 

• More than 600 participants from 88 countries
• 16 Ministers/ Deputy Ministers

Achievements 2018 
2. Acceleration of the process of universalization of the Water 
Convention
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With the accession of Chad to the Convention in May 2018 and Senegal in November 2018, the first countries from outside the UNECE region have joined a UNECE MEA.Parties from different regions are promoting the Convention and its globalization: e.g. Russian Federation among the BRICs, EU did an outreach campaign among more than 60 countries worldwide encouraging them to accede to the Convention



Membership of the Convention

In practice, participation in the 
Convention is already global 
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The Convention has now 43 Parties, including the EU. But in practice the Convention is already global since 120 countries have participated in its meetings and activities 



Laying the basis for the implementation of the 
Convention at the global level

MOP8 took a number of key decisions for the future of the Convention:
• Adoption of a strategy for the implementation of the Convention at the global 

level 
• Adoption of a programme of work which addresses the need of both existing 

and perspective Parties from all regions
• Alignment to the 2030 agenda, including a stronger focus on financing issues
• Role of partners, including regional partners from other regions and IFIs, is 

emerging as ever more important
• Financial and human resources to implement the programme of work are 

increasing: MOP called upon an increase in XB resources and requested the 
secretariat to “take all necessary measures, including the provision of additional 
human and financial resources from the regular budget, to ensure the effective 
management and full implementation of the Convention’s programme of work”
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Adoption of a programme of work which addresses the need of both existing and perspective Parties from all regions: for example, programme area 2 on monitoring and assessment, a priority under the Convention in the early years, was not reintroduced at the request of new PartiesNew programme of work area on facilitating financing of transboundary basin development was introducedFinancial partners are now increasingly interested in the Convention: World Bank, GEF, European Investment Bank, Asian Development Bank and African Development Bank attended the MOP8 and co-organized with UNECE, Netherlands, Switzerland and Kazakhstan a high-level workshop on financing transboundary basin development. UNECE is facilitating the cooperation between these banksNew prorgamme of work amounts to 12 million, i.e. a 26% increase compared to the last one.  Two thirds of the funding is pledged so far.Due to the Convention’s global opening, new mandate and new Parties, the Parties requested UNECE to provide additional regular budget resources, in particular one more regular staff member at the P5 level. Budgetary implications are 260,000 USD. The UNECE Commission session on 9-10 April is expected to transmit a corresponding decision for consideration by ECOSOC in New York. As a first step, the issue will be discussed by the EXCOM meeting this Friday 1 February.I invite CEP to consider lending support to this decision (CEP does not formally have decision-making power) 



Thank you for your attention!
More information 

including guidelines, publications and 
information on activities under the 

Convention can be found at:

http://unece.org/env/water
Water.convention@un.org
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