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 I. Organizational matters 

1. The eighteenth meeting of the Compliance Committee under the Protocol on Water 
and Health to the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and 
International Lakes (Water Convention) was held on 1 and 2 July 2019 in Geneva. The 
following members of the Committee attended: Mr. Pierre Chantrel; Ms. Ingrid Chorus; Ms. 
Zsuzsanna Kocsis-Kupper (Vice-Chair); Mr. Oddvar Georg Lindholm; Mr. Vadim Ni; Ms. 
Natalja Sliachtic; Mr. Ilya Trombitsky; Mr. Jorge Viñuales (Chair); and Mr. Serhiy Vykhryst. 
A representative of Earthjustice also attended the meeting. The meeting was serviced by the 
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) secretariat. 

 II. Adoption of the agenda 

2. The Compliance Committee adopted its agenda as set out in document 
ECE/MP.WH/C.1/2019/1-EUPCR/1611921/2.1/2019/CC/03. 

 III. Consideration of submissions, referrals and communications 

3. The Committee noted that no submissions, referrals or communications had been 
received prior to the meeting. 
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 IV. Review of compliance with the obligation to set targets and 
target dates under the Protocol 
4. The Chair recalled that, at its seventeenth meeting (Geneva, 5 and 6 November 2018), 
the Committee had decided to further consider the reply from Belgium had sent in response 
to the Committee request regarding progress with target setting under the Protocol, indicating 
that the assistance of the Committee in setting targets would be useful but reiterating the lack 
of capacity to engage in the target-setting process in the Brussels-Capital Region. The 
Committee had therefore decided to send a letter to the Belgian authorities, recalling the 
obligations of Belgium to set targets and target dates under the Protocol and to report on 
progress in achieving them and renewing the readiness of the Committee to provide 
assistance to Belgium in fulfilling those obligations, specifically as regarded the Brussels-
Capital Region, through a Consultation Process. 

5. The Committee noted that no formal response to the above-mentioned letter had been 
received prior to the eighteenth meeting. The Committee, however, took into consideration 
the fact that, according to unofficial information communicated to the secretariat by the focal 
point of Belgium, the country was committed to fulfilling its obligations under the Protocol 
and was looking into possibilities of completing the target-setting process. 

6. The Committee therefore requested the secretariat, upon receipt of the formal 
response of Belgium on the matter above, to request Belgium to provide an approximate 
timeline for the target-setting process and indicate a tentative date by which the country could 
set and communicate its targets to the secretariat. 

 V. Consultation Process 
7. The Chair recalled that the Committee had previously decided that the Consultation 
Process held with Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania between November 2017 and November 
2018 would have the following components: 

(a) A stock-taking exercise to understand the situation regarding water, sanitation 
and health in each country; 

(b) An interpretive note clarifying the relevant provisions of the Protocol and their 
relationship with the European Union law governing water and health; 

(c) Provision of specific advice in writing; 

(d) Follow-up on the implementation of the advice. 

8. At its sixteenth meeting (Geneva, 6 and 7 March 2018), the Committee had held 
consultations with Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania on their needs, expectations and cross-
cutting priorities. Based on the input received, the Committee had prepared the draft specific 
advice, covering specific challenges faced by each country and a number of cross-cutting 
priorities.  

9. At its seventeenth meeting, the Committee had presented the draft specific advice to 
the Baltic delegations. The three Parties had expressed appreciation for the advice, as it met 
their expectations and was in line with their national priorities and actions in the areas of 
water, sanitation and health. The secretariat had then finalized the specific advice during the 
intersessional period and had sent it to the Baltic countries in December 2018, accompanied 
by an official letter on behalf of the Committee. The specific advice had also been made 
available on the Consultation Process web page.1 

10. At its eighteenth meeting, the Committee discussed possible follow-up action with 
regard to the implementation of the specific advice. Committee members agreed that an 
official letter would be sent to the Baltic countries in January 2020 to inquire about progress 
in the implementation of the specific advice, encouraging the three Parties to highlight 
success stories and remaining challenges, as appropriate. 

  
 1 See www.unece.org/env/water/protocol/compliance-committee/consultation-process.html.  

http://www.unece.org/env/water/protocol/compliance-committee/consultation-process.html
http://www.unece.org/env/water/protocol/compliance-committee/consultation-process.html
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11. Subsequently, the Committee discussed the draft interpretive note on the provisions 
of the Protocol and their relationship with the European Union law governing water and 
health, which had been prepared in the intersessional period. Discussions highlighted the fact 
that the note was primarily intended to interpret the relevant provisions of the Protocol and 
to provide an overview of its system, and that the analysis had found that there were large 
synergies between the system of the Protocol and the European Union law on water and 
health. The Committee had also discussed the specific issue of reporting and highlighted the 
additional benefits of reporting under the Protocol for member States of the European Union. 

12. The Committee decided to shorten the interpretive note and send the short version to 
the Baltic countries for their comments before finalization. The Committee also agreed on 
the timeline for finalizing the note by 29 August 2019, for submission to the fifth session of 
the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol (Belgrade, 19–21 November 2019). 

13. The representative of Earthjustice said that the Consultation Process under the 
Protocol was an innovative procedure that would benefit from the involvement of non-
governmental organizations (NGOs). He expressed interest in organizing a dedicated side 
event on the process at the fifth session of the Meeting of the Parties, which would be a good 
occasion to give visibility to the work carried out by the Committee. 

 VI. Awareness-raising on the compliance procedure 

14. The Chair and the secretariat updated the Committee about awareness-raising 
activities carried out in the intersessional period. In particular, the Committee was briefed 
about the production of a video featuring the Chair and the Special Rapporteur on the human 
rights to safe drinking water and sanitation and conveying information on the relationship of 
the Protocol with the human rights framework. The video, together with targeted information 
on the Protocol and the compliance procedure, had been sent on behalf of the Committee to 
relevant NGOs active in the areas of human rights, migrants and refugees. The Chair also 
reported on his participation in a side event organized at the Regional Forum on Sustainable 
Development for the ECE Region (Geneva, 21 and 22 March 2019).  

15. The Vice-Chair referred to the opportunity she had been given to promote the 
compliance procedure at the Judicial Colloquium - Sustainable Development Goal 16: Role 
of the judiciary in promoting the rule of law in environmental matters (Geneva, 27 and 28 
February 2019). 

16. With regard to the next steps to be taken in order to raise awareness of the Protocol 
and its compliance procedure, the Committee decided to:  

(a) Broadly use the above-mentioned video to promote the compliance procedure, 
including at the fifth session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol and by providing 
the video with Russian subtitles, for wider dissemination; 

 (b) Encourage all Committee members to raise awareness of the Protocol and the 
compliance procedure at all relevant events, such as the upcoming Budapest Water Summit 
2019 (Budapest, 15–17 October 2019); 

(c) Prepare, following endorsement by the fifth session of the Meeting of the 
Parties, an executive summary of the interpretive note to be used for communication 
purposes. 

 VII. Report of the Committee to the Meeting of the Parties at its 
fifth session 

17. The Committee discussed in detail the content of the national summary reports 
submitted under the fourth reporting cycle of the Protocol and reviewed the situation in each 
country, based on the analyses provided by Committee members. In particular, the 
Committee focused on the completeness, quality and accuracy of reports, including the 
provision of concrete data for every section of the reporting template and the information 
provided by reporting countries on the implementation of the Protocol. 
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18. Discussions allowed the Committee to identify cross-cutting topics arising from the 
reports, including: micropollutants; climate change; funding challenges in the water and 
sanitation sector; access to water and sanitation for vulnerable groups; and public 
participation. 

19. The Committee then agreed on the structure of its report to the fifth session of the 
Meeting of the Parties and on the allocation of responsibilities for its completion. The 
Committee took into account the contents and structure envisioned for the regional report on 
the status of the implementation of the Protocol to be submitted by the secretariat, in order to 
avoid substantial overlaps between the two documents. It was decided that the report of the 
Committee would include a draft decision on general issues of compliance and that the 
interpretive note on the provisions of the Protocol and their relationship with the European 
Union law governing water and health would be included in the report as an addendum. 

 VIII. Composition of the Compliance Committee 

 20. The Committee discussed its composition after the fifth session of the Meeting of the 
Parties. It was recalled that, at its fourth session (Geneva, 14–16 November 2016), the 
Meeting of the Parties had elected four Committee members for a full term comprising two 
intersessional periods. According to decision I/2 on review of compliance (see 
ECE/MP.WH/2/Add.3-EUR/06/5069385/1/Add.3), at the fifth session, Parties should 
proceed with the election or re-election of five Committee members. 

21. Mr. Chantrel, Mr. Lindholm, Mr. Trombitsky and Mr. Vykhryst were to complete 
their second consecutive term at the fifth session, and therefore were not eligible for re-
election. 

22. Mr. Ni was ready to continue serving on the Committee, and he was open to being 
nominated for re-election at the fifth session of the Meeting of the Parties. 

 IX. Programme of work and calendar of future meetings 

23. The Committee tentatively agreed to hold its nineteenth meeting in Geneva, on 13 and 
14 May 2020, on the understanding that the duration of the meeting might be reduced to one 
day, depending on the expected workload. It was decided that the main issues for 
consideration at its next meeting would be the Consultation Process and matters relating to 
compliance, as appropriate. 

 X. Adoption of the report 

24. The Committee adopted the report of its eighteenth meeting by electronic means after 
the meeting. 

     


