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Madam Executive Secretary, 

Excellencies,  

Distinguished Guests,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Serbia, I would like to thank you for your interest and 

for being here today on the occasion of the upcoming fifth session of the Meeting of the Parties to the 

Protocol on Water and Health, which - after the successful chairmanship of the Protocol - will be 

organized and hosted by the Government of the Republic of Serbia, with the support of the Joint 

Secretariat of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe and the World Health Organization 

Regional Office for Europe, in Belgrade, Serbia, from 19 to 21 November 2019. 

In order to achieve our common goal aimed at reaching the highest attainable standards of health, well-

being and prosperity in the European Region, it is imperative that we deal with water, sanitation and 

hygiene issues. Equitable access to safe drinking-water and sanitation services that protect health and 

the environment are essential for creating resilient communities in accordance with Health 2020. 

Unfortunately, the issue of ensuring equitable access to safe water and sanitation for all continues to be 

on the agenda of the European Region. It is unacceptable that, in the 21st century, 14 people die of 

diarrheal disease every day due to inadequate water, sanitation and hygiene. In several parts of the 

Region, we are witnessing lack of investment and deterioration of the existing infrastructures, lack of 

access to basic water and sanitation services in rural areas, often noting poor management of the existing 

services. The coming years will be of key importance for creating a sustainable future for our region, 

building on already existing mechanisms and policy tools, such as the Protocol on Water and Health, 

which is crucial for succeeding in this ambitious task. 

The 1999 Protocol on Water and Health to the Water Convention has originated from the Environment 

and Health Process and has since been recognized as the prime multilateral instrument in the European 

Region, addressing the protection of human health and well-being through linking sustainable 

management of water resources with the prevention and control of water-related diseases. The Protocol 

has been a precursor of the SDGs, which has put the region on the right track by promoting integration 

of policies, intersectoral cooperation, holistic and preventive approaches with clear focus on equity and 

safety. It prioritizes the work aimed at addressing the impact of climate change on water resources, such 

as water scarcity and floods, with a view of increasing the resilience of water and sanitation services 

which are protective of public health. 

Serbia ratified the Protocol on Water and Health in 2013, setting in 2015 national targets aimed at 

achieving and maintaining a high level of protection against water-related diseases, while protecting the 

environment as well.  



 

Serbia has made substantial progress since the ratification of the Protocol in 2013. Many obligations of 

major importance have been successfully fulfilled and implemented. Rapid progress has been made by 

setting targets and target dates, as stipulated by Article 6 of the Protocol. Tailored to its national priorities 

and capacities, Serbian Protocol targets are fully aligned with Sustainable Development Goal 6 “Ensure 

availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all”. 

Furthermore, Serbia has already implemented several targets, particularly devoted to the areas of small-

scale water supply systems, water, sanitation and hygiene in schools and equitable access to water and 

sanitation. Situation analysis of the small-scale water supply systems, including drinking water quality 

and sanitary conditions, has been successfully implemented in Serbia, using the WHO methodology for 

rapid assessment. The results of this study have been already presented at the national level and will 

contribute, amongst others, to the measures for the improvement of the water supply in rural areas in 

Serbia. This survey also supported Serbia’s leadership in the area of small-scale water supplies under 

the Protocol on Water and Health at international level.  

I would like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to UNECE and WHO for expert and 

financial support in the implementation of this project, as well as for the recently completed project on 

equitable access to water and sanitation.  

At the fourth session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol, held in November 2016, in Geneva, 

the Republic of Serbia has taken over the Chairmanship of the Protocol on Water and Health for the 

period 2017-2019. During the Serbian three-year chairmanship of the Protocol, numerous activities have 

been carried out in the field of water and health, and significant work has been done on its promotion.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Serbia considers the Protocol as a truly powerful policy tool to translate the priorities established under 

the aspirations of the SDGs into relevant national targets and to support and monitor their progressive 

realization. Intersectoral cooperation that characterizes the work under the Protocol extends beyond 

water and health and involves other sectors such as education, agriculture, energy, land planning, social 

protection and finance. Indeed, in Serbia, the Protocol has proved to provide an effective platform for 

multiple sectors and an engine for steering coherent policy action on the basis of the national targets 

adopted. 

The Protocol has contributed to enabling the SDGs become a reality in Serbia, and approaching water, 

sanitation and health in a holistic manner, being a pillar of sustainable development. Through the 

improvement of our water, health and environment, Serbia also supports and reinforces the benefits to 

many other areas of development.  

The fifth session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol on Water and Health will be a high-level 

regional event bringing together more than 200 representatives of ministries responsible for water, health 

and the environment - from both Parties and non-Parties to the Protocol – together with international 

and non-governmental organizations and academia from the pan-European region. Within the 

framework of the Conference, a high-level segment will be organized on 19 November 2019, providing 

a political forum for ministers in the region and heads of organizations to discuss key issues related to 

the achievement of the water and health-related Sustainable Development Goals. In this regard, a number 

of informal meetings have already been held to discuss the organizational, financial and technical aspects 

of the fifth session.  

 

In conclusion, I would like to emphasize that this event will be an opportunity for high-level 

representatives and all relevant stakeholders of the UNECE/WHO Region, to meet and join their 

energies, contributing to the resolution of important issues. I further wish to underline the importance of 

the Protocol on Water and Health as a concrete and forward-looking regional legal instrument for 

safeguarding the human rights-based approach to water and sanitation. 



 

Serbia will continue to actively support the work of the Protocol also in the years to come, trusting that 

this will contribute to the achievement of the international goals. 

 

Therefore, I would like to call on the representatives of the ECE Member States to encourage high-level 

participation from their capitals, at the fifth session of the Meeting of the Parties in Belgrade.  

 

Finally, I would like to thank the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe and the WHO 

Regional Office for Europe for their cooperation and continued support, as well as for their joint 

commitment towards making the upcoming Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol a successful one. I 

strongly believe that the results of this meeting will constitute an important step forward in this regard. 

 

 

Thank you for your attention. 


