
Declaration on Clean Air for 2020-2030 and beyond 

by Ministers of the region of the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe 

1. We, the ministers and heads of delegation from xx countries in the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) region and the representative of the European 
Commission meeting in Geneva, Switzerland, from 9 to 13 December 2019 in the framework 
of the thirty-ninth session of the Executive Body for the Convention on Long-range 
Transboundary Air Pollution, make the following declaration.  

2. While praising the good progress achieved in the region in the framework of the 
Convention over the past four decades in decreasing emissions of the main air-polluting 
substances and their impacts, we are concerned that air pollution still causes significant 
environmental threats and health problems and new challenges continue to emerge.  

3. In accordance with the Long-term strategy for the Convention on Long-range 
Transboundary Air Pollution for 2020−2030 and beyond (ECE/EB.AIR/142/Add.2), we 
commit to improving air quality for a better environment and human health, specifically, by 
committing to the following priorities for work under the Convention: 

a. The highest priority for work under the Convention is to maximize its impact by 
meeting the objectives of the three most recent protocols as amended, in 
particular, in terms of emissions reductions, and to realize the associated 
environmental and health benefits. Increasing ratification and implementation of 
these protocols, including through effective enforcement of compliance, and 
ensuring that they are kept under review and that appropriate action is taken are 
key elements of this effort. We urge countries to ratify, implement and provide 
adequate resources for the Convention and its three most recent protocols. 

b. Work under the Convention will continue to focus on the pollutants best 
controlled at the regional level and will consider the need for further action to 
address remaining and emerging issues related to the protection of human health 
and environment. 

c. We commit to supporting scientific activities that respond to policy needs and 
questions and those that ensure that scientific developments influence policy 
priorities and guide policy decisions both in terms of what the policy should 
address and how it should be developed. 

d. The Convention has demonstrated that transboundary air pollution from outside 
the UNECE region has a growing impact on air quality within it, especially for 
ground-level ozone. At the same time, it is increasingly evident that local air 
pollution, including in cities, is heavily influenced by the long-range and 
transboundary transport of pollutants, and that cities are themselves large sources 
of air pollution. Improved multi-scale air pollution management and increased 
cooperation between different levels of government are needed. 



e. Since air pollution is the central link in the interaction between ozone, nitrogen, 
climate change, health and ecosystems, we commit to promote an integrated 
approach to environmental policymaking, also beyond the UNECE region. 

f. Communication on work under the Convention, achievements and remaining 
challenges needs to be improved in order to raise awareness among policymakers 
and the public. We commit to further promote tools such as the Batumi Action for 
Cleaner Air initiative, which has helped raise awareness at the political level of 
the need to improve air quality. We also recognize that the work under the 
Convention contributes to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the 
Sustainable Development Goals. 

g. As countries around the globe are facing problems linked to severe air pollution, 
the Convention, with its 40 years of experience, will share experience and 
scientific expertise and strive to play a key role in the development of further 
policy cooperation between regions. To achieve this purpose, we call upon the 
UNECE and the Convention to set up a forum for exchange with other regions to 
enhance regional cooperation on air pollution in close contact with other relevant 
initiatives. 


