
Information sharing by Parties and cooperation with other 
organizations and programmes 

I. Information sharing by Parties 

1. A representative of Spain presented preliminary results from the soil moisture exercise between 

ICP Vegetation and EMEP coordinated by Spain. In comparison with field data, the modelled soil 

moisture values for Central Spain showed less accurate estimates during dry years and high ozone-level 

seasons, with critical implications for risk assessment of ozone effects on vegetation in current and 

forthcoming water-limited areas in Europe. Future steps of this exercise include the quantification of 

uncertainties on risk-assessment modelling at different European monitoring sites. Moreover, a working 

group on dry deposition, created at Spanish proposal in the framework of the ICP Forests, was presented. 

Finally, it was announced that the Research Center for Energy, Environment and Technology (CIEMAT) 

have started contacts with other national research groups to collect relevant information for the review 

and revision of the empirical critical loads of nitrogen for Mediterranean ecosystems. 

2. A representative of Sweden informed about a modelling exercise to calculate impact of 

shipping emissions of sulphur and nitrogen on ecosystems in countries around the Baltic Sea. Even 

though the intensity of shipping will increase, deposition of sulphur and nitrogen species will decrease 

due to introduction of International Maritime Organization sulphur and nitrogen emissions control areas 

(SECA and NECA) and increased energy efficiency. The extent to which this will lead to further 

decrease in exceedances of critical loads for acidification and eutrophication from 2012 to 2040 has 

been presented for several scenarios including zero emissions from shipping. 

3. A representative of Switzerland presented results of a biomonitoring study with lichens 

confirming the large decrease in emissions of various persistent organic pollutants between 1995 and 

2014. He also presented preliminary results of a flux-based assessment of ozone-induced yield loss for 

wheat and potatoes revealing an important role of soil water limitation. 

4. The Steering Body and the Working Group on Effects welcomed the presentations by Spain, 

Sweden and Switzerland on national research related to EMEP and effects-oriented activities and invited 

Parties to continue to present their national research efforts at the future joint sessions. 

II. Information sharing and cooperation with other organizations and programmes 

5. A representative of the Asia Center for Air Pollution Research, the Network Centre for the 

Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET), reported on current and future activities 

under the EANET, including the development of the next Medium Term Plan for the EANET (2021-

2025), and future possible collaboration with EMEP e.g. on development of national emission 

inventories. He invited members of the Task Force on Hemispheric Transport of Air Pollution to 

sessions of EANET Scientific Advisory Committee and the Intergovernmental Meetings. Recent 

situation of air quality was also presented with respect to ozone and particulate matter throughout the 

EANET domain. Continued cooperation between the Convention and the EANET was essential. 

6. A representative of WMO’s Global Atmosphere Watch (GAW) Programme highlighted the 

activities related to the celebration of the thirtieth  anniversary of the GAW Programme. She also 

presented the outcomes of the eighteenth World Meteorological Congress (Geneva, 3–14 June 2019) 

that adopted a historical reform of the WMO constituent bodies to embrace a more comprehensive Earth 

system approach, with a stronger focus on water resources and the ocean, more coordinated climate 

activities and a more concerted effort to translate science into services for society. She further presented 

updates related to development of three projects, namely Integrated Global Greenhouse Gas Information 

System, Measurement-model fusion for total atmospheric deposition and Global Air Quality 



Forecasting. She stressed that commitments taken by WMO at the First WHO Global Conference on 

Air Pollution and Health require strengthening of the observational evidences of air pollution in support 

of health sector and advancement in forecasting tools to avoid acute health episodes. The Global Air 

Quality Forecasting project will assume this role. She presented the steps already made to establish 

forecasting downscaling capabilities in Africa. 

7. A representative of the Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC) briefed about its recent 

activities. He elaborated on a number of recently completed projects and informed about the plans for 

2020. He stressed the synergies and interlinkages between climate change and air pollution mitigation 

efforts. 

8. The Steering Body and the Working Group on Effects welcomed the presentations and oral 

contributions from partner organizations and programmes (CCAC, EANET and WMO/GAW) and 

stressed the need to maintain and develop further outreach efforts and joint activities between 

EMEP/Working Group on Effects and partner organizations. 

 


