
 

 

Economic Commission for Europe 
Conference of the Parties to the  
Convention on the Transboundary  
Effects of Industrial Accidents 
Bureau 
Thirty-seventh meeting 
Hernstein, Austria, 30-31 January 2018 

  Annotated provisional agenda of the thirty-seventh meeting 

To be held at Castle Hernstein, Austria, 

from 9h00 a.m. to 6h00 p.m. on 30 January 2018,  preceded by dinner on 29 January, as of 18:30 

and from 9:00 – 13:00 on 31 January 2018, followed by lunch from 13:00 – 14:00. 

 I. Provisional agenda  

1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda  

2. Review of the long-term strategy and elements of the communication strategy  

3. Proposed amendment to the Convention  

4. Involvement of Parties and other stakeholders: 

5. Exchange of information  

6. Strategic partnerships  

7. Financing and review of the sustainable financial mechanism  

8. Non-core activities, including assistance activities to support countries in the 
Caucasus, Central Asia and Eastern and South-Eastern Europe 

(a) Assistance Programme 

 (b) Other assistance activities 

(c) Awareness-raising in and outreach to other regions 

9. Tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties  

10. Other business 

11. Closure of the meeting. 
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II.  Annotations to the provisional agenda 

 1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda  

This provisional agenda was prepared by the secretariat of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE) Convention on the Transboundary Effects of Industrial 
Accidents in consultation with the Chair and Vice-Chairs of the Bureau. The Bureau will be 
invited to adopt its agenda as set out in the present document. 

 2. Review of the long-term strategy and elements of the communication 
strategy 

The Bureau will dedicate beginning of its meeting to review and exchange comments on the 
long-term strategy, setting out a vision for the Convention, based on the proposal prepared 
by the small group and the secretariat. The Bureau will be invited to agree on the finalization 
of the long-term strategy for review and adoption at the tenth meeting of the Conference of 
the Parties (Geneva, 4-6 December 2018). In doing so, it will be invited to consider the 
request by the Conference of the Parties at its 9th meeting (Ljubljana, 28-30 November 2016) 
to consider the matters raised in the seminar on the linkages with the SDGs and the Sendai 
Framework, alignment with relevant international developments, and enrichment with new 
elements, such as gender balance, and linkages with a possible strategy for the Convention’s 
opening (ECE/CP.TEIA/32, paras. 14 and 16). 

The Bureau will also review the elements of the communications, outreach and engagement 
strategy, prepared by the small group and the secretariat, in response to a request by the 
Conference of the Parties  It will be invited to agree on next steps for the drafting of the 
communication strategy and its presentation for review and adoption at the tenth meeting of 
the Conference of the Parties.  

 3. Proposed amendment to the Convention 

The Bureau decided at it thirty-sixth meeting to request the secretariat to send official letters 
regarding the amendment to the Convention, in view of supporting the timely preparations 
for discussions and decisions taken by the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 
The secretariat will report on the responses received to the letters sent. The members of the 
Bureau will be invited to share relevant information on their consultations at the national 
level, and among Parties. The Bureau may then decide on next steps, keeping in mind the 
timing for the preparations of the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties.  

 4. Involvement of Parties and other stakeholders 

The secretariat will provide an update on progress with regard to the reprinting of the 
publications. Members of the Bureau and the secretariat will be invited to report on any 
conducted or planned working visits and high-level missions to Parties and other 
stakeholders. The Bureau may wish to decide on further working visits to be undertaken.  

 5. Exchange of information  

The secretariat will report on its plans for the conduct of the seminar on land-use planning 
and industrial safety, to be held on 16-17 May 2017, under the leadership of Belgium 
(Flanders) and the European Investment Bank of the European Union. The Bureau will be 
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invited to review the draft seminar agenda and decide on next steps, in particular in view of 
assuring the relevant attendance by both land-use planning and industrial safety authorities. 

Members of a small group established for this purpose are expected to present the provisional 
agenda for the planned seminar on risk assessment methodologies, planned to be held within 
the framework of the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties (Geneva, 4-6 December 
2018). The Bureau will then decide on next steps in preparation for the seminar. 

The member of the Bureau representing Germany, who is also Co-Chair of the Joint ad hoc 
Expert Group on Water and Industrial Accidents, will be invited to report on activities being 
led by the Joint Expert Group: the development of safety guidelines and good practices for 
fire-water retention; and the organization of two transboundary response exercises. The 
Bureau will be invited to take note. 

The Chair of the Working Group on Implementation, supported by the secretariat, will be 
invited to report on the Group’s deliberations on improving the reporting in the absence of 
dedicated funds for the development and maintenance of an online system for national 
implementation reporting. He will also be invited to brief the Bureau on the preparations of 
a modus operandi for the Group’s functioning, and the information expected be reported to 
the 10th meeting of the Conference of the Parties. The Bureau will be invited to take note. 

 6. Strategic partnerships 

The secretariat will share information on the ongoing and envisaged cooperation with other 
international organizations - in the framework of the Inter-agency coordination group on 
industrial accidents and beyond. 

Members of the Bureau will be invited to report on any meetings with partner organizations 
to coordinate joint activities. The Bureau will be invited to advise on the further development 
of strategic partnerships, including with International River Commissions. 

 7. Financing and review of the sustainable financial mechanism  

The secretariat will report on the receipt of financial contributions to the Convention’s trust 
fund. The Bureau is expected to consider this information and discuss how to ensure adequate 
financing for the implementation of the adopted workplan. Bureau members are invited to 
provide information on efforts to provide additional funds. The Bureau is invited to discuss 
and consider the re-establishment of the small group on financing, to more actively invite 
contributions by all Parties. At its 34th meeting, the Bureau had then decided not yet to 
proceed in this matter. 

In accordance with decisions taken by the Conference of the Parties, and in the light of the 
deliberations on a revised long-term strategy, the Bureau is expected to discuss both the 
implementation of the Sustainable Financial Mechanism and its possible review/update.  

 8. Non-core activities, including assistance activities to support countries 
in the Caucasus, Central Asia and Eastern and South-Eastern Europe 

 (a) Assistance Programme 

The secretariat will report on the implementation of the project on strengthening 
implementation of and accession to the Convention in Central Asia, including on the 
development of an implementation guide within the project, and the planned activities for 
2018.  
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It will also report on its conduct of the Train-the-Trainer event in Central Asia on 
environmental emergencies and industrial hazardous activities, in close cooperation with the 
Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit and the Central Asia Centre for Emergency Situations 
and Disaster Risk Reduction (CESDRR) (Almaty, Kazakhstan, 23-24 October 2017). 

Furthermore, the secretariat will share information on its attendance of the XV meeting of 
the CIS Inter-State Council on Industrial Safety (Khujand, Tajikistan, 14-15 September 
2017). 

Members of the Bureau will be reminded of  the outcome of two subregional workshops on 
chemicals management and the identification and notification of hazardous activities, for the 
countries of South-Eastern Europe (Zagreb, 21-23 February 2017) and the Caucasus and 
Eastern Europe (Minsk, 11-13 April 2017), which had been discussed by the Bureau at its 
last meeting in Warsaw.The Bureau will be invited to discuss the outcome of the meetings 
with regard to the addressing of inconsistencies in the terminology of annex I to the 
Convention compared with the Globally Harmonized System for the Classification and 
Labelling of Chemicals, and a possible update of the location criteria. The secretariat will 
present possible follow-up actions. The Bureau will be invited to discuss and consider these, 
and decide on next steps. 

The secretariat will also report on upcoming activities, including: 

(a) the organization of a high-level awareness-raising mission to Ukraine (4-5 April 2018, 
tbc), organized following the recommendation at the last Bureau meeting in July 2017, 
with the financial support of Germany; 

(b) the embarking on the UNECE pilot project to strengthen the safety of mining operations, 
in particular tailings management facilities (TMFs), in Kazakhstan and beyond in 
Central Asia, financed by Switzerland. 

The Bureau will be invited to take note of the activities held and planned under the Assistance 
Programme, taking account of country needs and progress made, funding provided, resources 
/planning, and possible synergies, and to provide advice. 

 (b) Other assistance activities 

The member of the Bureau representing Germany will be invited to report on the activity 
being led by Germany to address risk management at tailings management facilities in 
Georgia and Armenia. The Bureau is invited to take note of the conduct of these activities 
and to provide possible advice. 

 (c) Awareness-raising in and outreach to other regions 

Members of the Bureau and the secretariat will be invited to report on any activities to 
promote and raise awareness of the Convention within and beyond the UNECE region, 
including with regard to CHEMSS2017 (Shanghai, China, 19-20 September 2017). Members 
of the Bureau and the secretariat will also be invited to share information on any future such 
activities. 

The Bureau will also be invited to strategically discuss the maintenance of outreach to 
countries and regions beyond UNECE, and possible decisions in this regard by the tenth 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties.  

  

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=46274
http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=46274
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 9.  Tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties 

The Bureau will be invited to discuss the main topics to be addressed at the tenth meeting of 
the Conference of the Parties. 

At its thirty-fourth meeting, the Bureau had regretted that a better balance between different 
geographic subregions of UNECE had not been achieved in its membership. The Bureau 
decided that it should begin the identification of possible candidates for the Bureau earlier 
than in the previous biennium and that contacts could also be made at subregional events 
during the biennium. The members of the Bureau will be invited to report on any such 
contacts to date, and to discuss possible candidates to approach. 

 10. Other business  

Members of the Bureau wishing to raise other business are invited to contact the secretariat 
as soon as possible. 

 11. Closure of the meeting 

The Chair is expected to close the meeting on 31 January 2018 at 13h00. 

    


