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Summary 
 Pursuant to a decision by Ministers at the Sixth “Environment for Europe” (EfE) 
Ministerial Conference (Belgrade, 2007), the Seventh Ministerial Conference will be held 
from 21 to 23 September 2011 in Astana (Kazakhstan).  

 The Astana EfE Ministerial Conference is being organized in accordance with the 
Reform Plan1 of the EfE process.  

 Following a request by the Extended Bureau of the Committee on Environmental 
Policy at its meeting in March 2010, the secretariat in consultation with the Committee’s 
Bureau prepared a draft agenda for the Conference.  

 The present document is being submitted to the Committee on Environmental Policy 
for consideration and further development with a view to its approval. 

 

  
 ∗ The present document was submitted late due to the need to consult with partners. 
 1 The Reform Plan of the “Environment for Europe” process was developed by the United Nations 

Economic Commission for Europe Committee on Environmental Policy during 2008 and adopted on 
29 January 2009 (ECE/CEP/S/152 and Corr.1, annex I); the Plan was subsequently endorsed by the 
Economic Commission for Europe at its sixty-third session (Geneva, 30 March–1 April 2009). 
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  Background information  

1. The Extended Bureau of the Committee on Environmental Policy (CEP) considered 
a draft outline of the agenda for the Seventh EfE Ministerial Conference at its meeting in 
March 2010. At that meeting the Extended Bureau recommended that the Conference 
should start on Wednesday, 21 September 2011, in the afternoon and end on the afternoon 
of Friday, 23 September 2011, for a total duration of two and a half days. The Conference 
would start with an opening ceremony lasting up to two hours.  

2. The Extended Bureau agreed that the Conference sessions should be structured in an 
interactive way. It was suggested that most of the sessions should start with a short plenary 
meeting featuring a limited number of presentations from different stakeholders in order to 
kick off the discussion. Thereafter, parallel multi-stakeholder round-table discussions 
would be held with a maximum of 30 to 40 participants each, including ministers, civil 
society and private sector representatives, as well as a moderator and a rapporteur. The 
round-table discussions would address the same issue or different issues, as appropriate, 
and the outcomes of the discussions would be reported at a dedicated session on the last day 
of the Conference. Speeches, prepared in advance, should be strongly discouraged during 
the round tables; instead, participants should exchange views on the theme under 
discussion. The private sector should be represented at the highest level, preferably by chief 
executive officers.  

3. The Extended Bureau also agreed that linkages should be ensured between the 
Astana Ministerial Conference and the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development 2012 (Rio+20 Conference) to be held in Rio de Janeiro, so that the results of 
the Astana Ministerial Conference would be part of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE) region’s contribution to Rio+20. 

4. The Bureau of the Committee with support from the secretariat conducted 
consultations via e-mail with a view to advancing the development of the Conference 
agenda. The Bureau agreed on the following approach to guide the drafting work:  

(a) To focus on two themes agreed upon by the Extended Bureau, i.e., (i) 
sustainable management of water and water-related ecosystems, with a “bridging” topic on 
water and greening the economy; and (ii) greening the economy: mainstreaming the 
environment into economic development; 

(b) To prepare a few questions for discussion for each of the above themes to 
address priority issues of common concern in the UNECE region that would warrant 
attention of Ministers and stimulate a multi-stakeholder interactive discussion; 

(c) The identified questions would also guide the secretariat, in cooperation with 
relevant EfE partners, in preparing draft outlines of the two official theme-specific 
documents for consideration by CEP at its seventeenth session. 

5. The Bureau consultations resulted in an outline presented in table 1, annexed to the 
present document.  

6. With respect to rationalizing the organization of a regional preparatory meeting to 
the Rio+20 Conference, upon the initiative of the Czech Republic — a member of the 
Bureau of United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD)— it was 
suggested to address topics of Rio+20 within the Astana Ministerial Conference’s sessions, 
as appropriate. In 2012 UNCSD would aim at securing renewed political commitment to 
sustainable development, assessing progress and implementation gaps in meeting already 
agreed commitments and addressing new and emerging challenges. The two themes of the 
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Rio+20 Conference are: (a) green economy within the context of sustainable development 
and poverty eradication; and (b) the institutional framework for sustainable development. 

7. On the basis of the information mentioned above, the secretariat prepared a draft 
annotated agenda presented in chapters I and II of this document to support the 
Committee’s work in developing the Seventh EfE Conference’s agenda. To facilitate the 
consideration of the draft agenda a time frame for the Conference is presented in table 2 
(see annex). 

 I. Provisional agenda 

1. Opening of the Conference and adoption of the agenda. 

2. The “Environment for Europe” process: 20 years of pan-European cooperation. 

3. Sustainable management of water and water-related ecosystems: 

(a) Healthy water, healthy people, healthy ecosystems; 

(b) Improving water governance; 

(c) Preparing for extreme weather events and adapting to long-term climate 
change. 

4. Sustainable management of water and greening the economy: 

(a) Improving water use efficiency; 

(b) Investments and sectoral issues. 

5. Greening the economy: mainstreaming the environment into economic development: 

(a) Integrating environmental considerations into other policies; 

(b) Establishing enabling conditions; 

(c) Strengthening cooperation. 

6. Reporting on the outcomes of the discussion under the thematic segments. 

7. Adoption of Conference outcomes. 

8. Closure of the Conference. 

 II. Annotations to the provisional agenda 

 1. Opening of the Conference and adoption of the agenda  

  Plenary session, Wednesday, 21 September 2011, 2–4 p.m.   

8. A high-level representative of Kazakhstan will open the Conference. Introductory 
remarks by the Chair of the Conference and welcoming speeches by high-level 
representatives of UNECE and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) will 
follow. An opening event by the host country will be presented to the delegates. 

9. The Conference will be invited to adopt its agenda. 

  Document 

Annotated provisional agenda for the Conference (ECE/ASTANA.CONF/2011/1). 
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 2. The “Environment for Europe” process: 20 years of  
pan-European cooperation  

  Plenary session, Wednesday, 21 September 2011, 4–6 p.m.   

10. The session will open with introductory remarks by the Chair of the Conference. A 
high-level representative from the Czech Republic will address the Conference on the 
occasion of the twentieth anniversary of the EfE process.  

11. The Executive Director of the European Environment Agency will present the key 
findings of “Europe’s Environment Assessment of Assessments” (EEAoA) report.  

12. A representative of Finland will present the findings of the Second Assessment of 
Transboundary Rivers, Lakes and Groundwaters in the UNECE region.  

13. Following the presentations, the floor will be opened for discussion with an 
emphasis on the findings of EEAoA and the Second Assessment. The Conference may 
decide on  follow-up.  

  Documents 

Europe’s Environment Assessment of Assessments (ECE/ASTANA.CONF/2011/…). 

Second Asessment of Transboundary Rivers, Lakes and Groundwaters in the UNECE 
region (ECE/ASTANA.CONF/2011/….). 

 3. Sustainable management of water and water-related ecosystems 

  Plenary session, Thursday, 22 September 2011, 10–11 a.m.   

14. The discussion on this agenda item will open with introductory remarks by the Chair 
of this thematic segment. Two keynote addresses will follow to kick-off the discussion 
under this agenda item. Interested countries and organizations will be given the opportunity 
to briefly present initiatives and policy tools relevant to this item of the agenda.    

15. Following the discussion, the plenary will break into three parallel round-table 
discussions, the results of which will be presented on the last day of the Conference. Each 
round-table discussion will address specific issues.  

  Documents 

Sustainable management of water and water-related ecosystems 
(ECE/ASTANA.CONF/2011/…). 

 (a) Healthy water, healthy people, healthy ecosystems 

  Round-table discussion, Thursday, 22 September 2011, 11 a.m.–1 p.m.   

16. The round table will open with introductory remarks by a moderator. Participants in 
the round table will be invited to actively engage in discussion and address a number of 
issues such as [issues are to be agreed by the Committee based on the information in  
table 1.]. The moderator will highlight key points from the discussion to be brought to the 
attention of the Conference plenary.  

 (b) Improving water governance 
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  Round-table discussion, Thursday, 22 September 2011, 11 a.m.–1 p.m. 

17. The round table will open with introductory remarks by a moderator. Participants in 
the round table will be invited to actively engage in discussions and address a number of 
issues such as: [issues are to be agreed by the Committee based on the information in  
table 1]. The moderator will highlight key points from the discussion to be brought to the 
attention of the Conference plenary. 

 (c) Preparing for extreme weather events and adapting to long-term 
climate change 

  Round-table discussion, Thursday, 22 September 2011, 11 a.m.–1 p.m. 

18. The round table will open with introductory remarks by a moderator. Participants in 
the round table will be invited to actively engage in discussions and address a number of 
issues such as: [issues are to be agreed by the Committee based on the information in  
table 1]. The moderator will highlight key points from the discussion to be brought to the 
attention of the Conference plenary. 

 4. Sustainable management of water and greening the economy 

  Plenary session, Thursday, 22 September 2011, 3–4 p.m. 

19. The afternoon meeting will open with introductory remarks by the Chair of this 
thematic segment. Two keynote addresses will follow to kick-off the discussion under this 
agenda item. Interested countries and organizations will be given the opportunity to briefly 
present initiatives and policy tools relevant to this item of the agenda.    

20. Following the discussion, the plenary will break into two parallel round-table 
discussions, the results of which will be presented on the last day of the Conference. Each 
round-table discussion will address specific issues.  

  Documents 

Sustainable management of water and water-related ecosystems 
(ECE/ASTANA.CONF/2011/…). 

 (a) Improving water use efficiency 

  Round-table discussion, Thursday, 22 September 2011, 4–6 p.m. 

21. The round table will open with introductory remarks by a moderator. Participants in 
the round table will be invited to actively engage in discussion and address a number of 
issues such as: [issues are to be agreed by the Committee based on the information in  
table 1.]. The moderator will highlight key points from the discussion to be brought to the 
attention of the Conference plenary. 

 (b) Investments and sectoral issues  

  Round-table discussion, Thursday, 22 September 2011, 4 –6 p.m. 

22. The round table will open with introductory remarks by a moderator. Participants in 
the round table will be invited to actively engage in discussions and address a number of 
issues such as: [issues are to be agreed by the Committee based on the information in  
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table 1.]. The moderator will highlight key points from the discussion to be brought to the 
attention of the Conference plenary. 

 5. Greening the economy: mainstreaming the environment into  
economic development 

  Plenary session, Friday, 23 September 2011, 10–11 a.m. 

23. The Friday meeting will open with introductory remarks by the Chair of this 
thematic segment. Two keynote addresses will follow to kick-off the discussion under this 
agenda item. Interested countries and organizations will be given the opportunity to briefly 
present initiatives and policy tools relevant to this item of the agenda.    

24. Following the discussion, the plenary will break into three parallel round-table 
discussions, the results of which will be presented on the last day of the Conference. Each 
round-table discussion will address specific issues.  

  Documents 

Greening the Economy: Mainstreaming the Environment into Economic Development 
(ECE/ASTANA.CONF/2011/…). 

 (a) Integrating environmental considerations into other policies  

  Round-table discussion, Friday, 23 September 2011, 11 a.m.–1 p.m. 

25. The round table will open with introductory remarks by a moderator. Participants in 
the round table will be invited to actively engage in discussions and address a number of 
issues such as: [issues are to be agreed by the Committee based on the information in  
table 1.]. The moderator will highlight key points from the discussion to be brought to the 
attention of the Conference plenary. 

 (b) Establishing enabling conditions  

  Round-table discussion, Friday, 23 September 2011, 11 a.m.–1 p.m. 

26. The round table will open with introductory remarks by a moderator. Participants in 
the round table will be invited to actively engage in discussions and address a number of 
issues such as: [issues are to be agreed by the Committee based on the information in  
table 1.]. The moderator will highlight key points from the discussion to be brought to the 
attention of the Conference plenary. 

 (c) Strengthening cooperation 

  Round-table discussion, Friday, 23 September 2011, 11 a.m.–1 p.m. 

27. The round table will open with introductory remarks by a moderator. Participants in 
the round table will be invited to actively engage in discussions and address a number of 
issues such as: [issues are to be agreed by the Committee based on the information in  
table 1.]. The moderator will highlight key points from the discussion to be brought to the 
attention of the Conference plenary.  
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 6. Reporting on the outcomes of the discussions under the  
thematic segments  

  Plenary session, Friday, 23 September 2011, 3–4.30 p.m. 

28. The Friday afternoon meeting will open with introductory remarks by the Chair of 
the Conference. On the basis of reports from the round-table discussions, the Chairs of the 
thematic segments will present summaries of the discussions held in the respective 
meetings under agenda items 3, 4 and 5.  

29. Following the presentations, the floor will be opened for discussion. 

 7. Adoption of Conference outcomes 

  Plenary session, Friday, 23 September 2011, 4.30–5.30 p.m. 

30. The segment will open with introductory remarks by the Chair of the Conference. 
Under this agenda item the Conference will be expected to consider a draft of the agreed 
outcome (Ministerial Declaration) for adoption.   

31. The Conference will be invited to consider other initiatives, agreements, pledges, 
and policy tools by interested ministers and stakeholders on subjects related to the 
Conference themes that may have been submitted to the Conference.  

32. The Conference will also be invited to consider its contribution to the Rio+20 
Conference in 2012. 

  Documents 

Draft Ministerial Declaration (ECE/ASTANA.CONF/2011/…). 

 8. Closure of the Conference 

  Plenary session, Friday, 23 September 2011, 5.30–6 p.m. 

33. The Chair of the Conference will summarize the results of the Conference and 
circulate them in the form of a Chair’s summary. 

34. The Conference will close at 6 p.m. on 23 September 2011. 

  Documents 

Chair’s summary (ECE/ASTANA.CONF/2011/…).
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Annex 
Table 1 
Possible key questions for discussion at the Conference  

Sustainable management of water and water-related ecosystems 

1. Healthy water, healthy people, healthy ecosystems 
(a) What policies proved to be effective in addressing, in an integrated way, human health issues related to water quality and quantity?  
(b) Which policies proved to be effective to value and protect water-related ecosystems, including wetlands, fisheries and water for 
biodiversity? 
(c) How can payment for ecosystem services be used to improve water quality and quantity? 
(d) What are good experiences of cooperation in transboundary basins to improve water quality and protect ecosystems? 

2. Improving water governance 
(a) What are the best ways to encourage cross-sectoral cooperation with different sectors such as agriculture, energy and industry?  
(b) How can National Policy Dialogues help in this process? 
(c) How can principles of integrated water resource management be better applied? How can progress be assessed and benchmarked?  
(d) How can the private sector and local water user associations improve water supply and sanitation services? 
(e) Which mechanisms and instruments proved to be effective in addressing the often conflicting interests in managing transboundary water 
resources and promoting cooperation? 
(f) How can a platform for trust and long-term cooperation between upstream and downstream countries in the Eurasian region, including 
Central Asia, the Russian Federation, the Caucasus and non-UNECE neighbouring countries be provided? 

3. Preparing for extreme weather events and adapting to long-term climate change  
(a) How will climate change impact water use by major water users and how can development planners build these changes into their medium- 
and long-term plans?  What are the priorities in adapting water management to climate change? 
(b) How can the challenges to water supply and sanitation services coming from increased and more severe extreme weather events be faced?  
(c) How can resilience be built to adapt? What sort of balance should be struck between hardware (built infrastructure-dams) and software 
(e.g., legislation)? 

4. Sustainable management of water and greening the economy 
(a)  Improving water use efficiency  

(i) Which policy mix is most effective to improve water efficiency by different water users, especially households, industrial operations and 
agricultural users? What is the role of private-public/private-private partnerships? 
(ii) How can we contain the expansion of water-intensive products and industries? How can the virtual water approach help in this regard? 
(iii) How can progressive water pricing be utilized to improve water use efficiency? 
(iv) What tools are useful to build public awareness of water use efficiency? 

(b)  Investments and sectoral issues 
(i) How can it be ensured that the necessary investments in water supply and sanitation infrastructure are “green”?  

 



 

(ii) Which are the impacts of water policies on greening other sectoral policies? 
(iii) How could greening the economy contribute to reducing water scarcity and drought problems? 

Greening the economy: mainstreaming the environment into economic development 

1.  Integrating environmental considerations into other policies  
(a) What policy mix has the greatest potential to secure the realization of a green and competitive economy? 
(b) Which policies in transportation, housing, energy and agriculture can help to green the economy? 
(c) Which policies hinder a shift toward a green economy? 
(d) How can energy and water use efficiency improve competitiveness in global markets? 
(e) How can trade contribute to a green economy?  
(f) What data, indicators and analysis would be most helpful for integrating environmental considerations and expenditures into sectoral 
development plans? 

2.  Establishing enabling conditions 
(a) What kind of environmental standards may help business turning into a green economy? 
(b) What incentives and measures are needed to encourage companies to use natural resources in a more sustainable way? What measures 
should be taken to internalize externalities by getting the prices right and to redress the underpricing of resource use and non-pricing of pollution? 
(c) What policy and investment choices would countries need to make to take advantages of corporations’ interest in greening their supply 
chain? 
(d) What are the key labour and social policy issues that will need to be addressed in order to realize growth and employment opportunities 
from the greening of traditional sectors and from new green sectors? 
(e) How can research and development help the transition towards a green economy? 
(f) What incentives could be adopted to promote sustainable production methods and consumption behaviour? How can consumer behaviour 
be harnessed for accelerating change towards a green economy? 
(g) How can the initiatives of the private sector, local authorities and other major groups be leveraged? 

3.   Strengthening cooperation 
(a) How can UNECE countries assist each other, especially countries in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus, Central Asia and South-Eastern Europe, 
with the formulation and implementation of their green economy strategies? 
(b) Which capacity-building programmes and actions are more effective for the above countries? 
(c) What is the role that UNECE and its instruments (multilateral environmental agreements, environmental performance reviews, work on 
energy efficiency etc.), UNEP, OECD and other international actors could play in the context of the development of a green economy in the 
UNECE region? 
(d) How could the “Environment for Europe” process contribute to major outcomes on green economy in the context of sustainable 

development and poverty eradication in the process of UNCSD 2012 (Rio+20)? 
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Table 2 
Time frame for the Seventh “Environment for Europe” Ministerial Conference 
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Tuesday, 21 September Wednesday, 22 September Thursday, 23 September 

 Registration (9 a.m.–2p.m.) 
 Greening-the-conference-related events for the 
Heads of Delegation organized by the host 
country, such as planting trees, riding bikes, etc.
(11.00 a.m.–noon.)  

3. Sustainable management of water and water-
related ecosystems  
(plenary followed by parallel round-table 
discussions, 10 a.m.–1 p.m.) 

- Healthy water, healthy people, healthy 
ecosystems  

- Improving water governance  
- Preparing for extreme weather events and 

adapting to long-term climate change  

5. Greening the economy: mainstreaming the 
environment into economic development 
(plenary followed by parallel round-table 
discussions, 10 a.m.–1 p.m.) 

- Integrating environmental considerations into 
other policies   

- Establishing enabling conditions  
- Strengthening cooperation  

Lunch break/side events: noon–2 p.m. Lunch break/side events: 1–3 p.m. Lunch break/side events: 1–3 p.m. 

1. Opening of the Conference 
(plenary, 2–4 p.m.) 

- Opening ceremony 
- Adoption of the agenda  

2. The EfE process 
(plenary, 4–6 p.m.) 

- History of the EfE process  
(20th anniversary) 

- Presentation of EEAoA  
- Presentation of the Second Assessment of 

Transboundary Waters 
- Statements by Ministers and high-level 

representatives of private sector and civil 
society, with an emphasis on the findings of 
EEAoA  

4. Water and greening the economy 
(plenary followed by parallel round-table 
discussions, 3–6 p.m.) 

- Improving water use efficiency  
- Investments and sectoral issues 

6. Reporting on the outcomes of the discussions 
under the  thematic sessions 
(plenary, 3–4.30 p.m.) 
7. Adoption of Conference outcomes  
(plenary, 4.30–5.30 p.m.) 
8. Closing of the Conference 
(plenary, 5.30–6 p.m.) 

Official events/side events: 6–9 p.m. Official event — establishment of 
Environmental Information System 
(SEIS)/side events: 6–9 p.m. 

 

__________ 

 

 


