
  

Aarhus Convention and 
its Protocol on PRTRs 

  
 



 
◦ Debate the role of the Convention and the Protocol in 

implementing SDGs;  
◦ Take commitment to promote effective public 

participation in SDGs – adopt Declaration on 
Environmental Democracy for Our Sustainable Future 

◦ Raise awareness of the treaties in the context of SDGs  
 
Key messages of the Declaration:  
a) Aarhus Convention is instrumental for the  implementation of 
all SDGs 
b) The Aarhus Convention is a tool that provide framework, 
principles and procedures for effective engagement of public in 
decision making related to sustainable development at both 
national and international levels 
c) Two treaties have become a benchmark for other processes 
and have a key role to play in inspiring others and help promote 
environmental democracy in sustainable development in other 
regions and in other sectors 



◦ Important to apply the Convention to implementing SD  as this 
decision-making  affect the environment 

◦ Decision-making on SD can concern policies, projects, strategies, 
plans and legal acts - Aarhus Convention provides procedures for 
each of these forms 

◦ sustainable development - stakeholder involvement 
◦ Early public participation 
◦ Involvement of the public in preparing strategies for SD and in 

monitoring their implementation 
◦ Using Aarhus Centres as a platform to promote multi-

stakeholder dialogue on SD 
◦ Ways to involve future generations in decision-making 
◦ Closer inter-ministerial cooperation at the national level.  
◦ constant involvement of local communities and interested 

stakeholders (bottom-up approach)  
◦ transboundary context 

 



  Focus on:  
Increased transparency  
effective public participation 
Awareness-raising 

 
At national level (engaging the public effectively 

in preparing national inputs to international 
processes) 
At international level (promoting transparency 

and public participation in international 
processes)  

 



 The Protocol provide solid framework to assist countries in achieving the SDGs 
by implementing commitments on access to information and public 
participation regarding issues that affect the environment and human health  
and aiming at the prevention and reduction of pollution.  
 

 The Protocol is linked to all of the 17 SDGs but particularly to : 
◦ Good health and well-being (Goal 3) 
◦ Clean water and sanitation (Goal 6) 
◦ Industry, innovation and infrastructure (Goal 9 ) 
◦ Responsible consumption and production  (Goal 12) 

 
 The Protocol has helped Governments and policymakers by providing key 

indicators with which they can measure and track the gradual reduction of 
pollutants, thereby advancing sustainability and realizing the potential of 
achieving the new the green economy development.  
 

 The establishment of PRTR  has led to benchmarking  amongst companies to 
reduce their polluting releases  and their operation nowadays acts not only as a 
register but also as much as a deterrent against pollution. 
 

 The Budva Declaration encourage companies, especially large and transnational 
companies, to adopt sustainable practices and to integrate sustainability 
information, such as on releases and on use of water, energy and other 
resources  into their reporting cycle. 

 



 A second Joint Global Round Table on PRTRs was held on 24 
and 25 November 2015 in Madrid, hosted by Spain. The Round 
Table was co-organized by the UNECE and OECD, and in 
cooperation with the UNITAR and UNEP. The event helped 
foster the exchange of experience between different 
Governments and stakeholders as well as build experts’ 
capacities and promote synergy on PRTR-related issues.  
 

 Examples on how Israel make use of their PRTR: 
◦ Data is used as a major component in the Environmental Impact Index 

for industrial facilities and it is used by investors and others as a 
component of the decision-making process, including through 
integration with other inventories.  
 

◦ Serves as a data source to assess and follow-up on the implementation 
of the Ministry’s objectives. 
 

◦ Data from PRTR has been used assess the national plan for reduction of 
air emissions, including a case study for the city of Haifa. In Haifa, the 
geographic localization of sources of pollution, together with data on 
the kind of emitted substances, available from the PRTR had enabled the 
government to design a number of discrete measures to address 
specific cancers caused by air pollution.  
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