
 

INTERNATIONAL ENERGY EFFICIENCY FORUM 
28-30 September 2010, Astana, Kazakhstan  

The International Energy Efficiency Forum took place in Astana, 
Kazakhstan on 28-30 September 2010. The Forum was held in parallel to 
the sixth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development for Asia 
and the Pacific (MCED-6) and was organized jointly by the Government of 
Kazakhstan, the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
(UNECE), the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific (ESCAP), the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP), and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). The 
Forum was opened by Mr. Duisenbai Turganov, Vice Minister of Industry 
and New Technologies of Kazakhstan. Welcoming speeches were delivered 
by Mr. Andrey Vasilyev, Deputy Executive Secretary of UNECE, Mr. 
RaeKwon Chung, Director of Environment and Development Division of 
ESCAP, Ms. Steliana Nedera, UNDP Resident Representative a.i. in 
Kazakhstan, and Ms. Wanhua Yang, UNEP Regional Office for Asia and the 
Pacific. Mr. John O’Brien of the UNDP Bratislava Regional Centre for 
Europe and CIS and Mr. Alexandre Chachine of the UNECE Sustainable 
Energy Division delivered key-note addresses on the topic of global 
climate change and energy efficiency. 

The Forum combined an assessment of energy efficiency (EE) and 
renewable energy (RE) policy and legislative frameworks with the analysis 
of international best practices. The status and potential of EE and RE in 
various economic sectors (industry, fuel and energy, housing and 
communal services, public buildings, agriculture, transport etc.) has also 
been reviewed. Emphasis was given to energy efficiency in the residential 
and municipal sector, as one of the major sources of greenhouse gas 
emissions with large potential for improvements in energy efficiency. One 
of the two parallel workshops on the second day of the Forum – Green 
Buildings Workshop – was fully dedicated to this issue. Several 
presentations at the Plenary Sessions on the first day and at the 
Workshop on Investments in Energy Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy Projects were also dealing with EE and use of RE in the buildings 
sector, with specific examples from Croatia and Serbia in particular. 

The Green Buildings Workshop was well attended and the 
presentations have triggered interactive question-and-answer sessions. 
Both the speakers and the participants emphasized that the buildings 
sector offers significant low-cost opportunities for energy efficiency 



improvements. Such improvements would lead to improved energy 
security, significantly reduced greenhouse gas emissions, and long-term 
financial savings. In the context of green growth it would also generate 
new jobs, improve quality of life (environmental health, access to energy 
and potable water), and improve overall resource efficiency. This clearly 
requires a multi-stakeholder approach based on partnerships as this is 
being demonstrated in the context of UNEP Sustainable Buildings and 
Climate Initiative (UNEP-SBCI). Climate finance, especially in the form of 
Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Action (NAMA) can provide means to 
overcome short-term investment needs to realize Energy Efficiency and 
Green Growth effort in the buildings sector. In order to realize this 
opportunity, governments need to establish policies to move the current 
“business-as-usual” trend in the buildings sector, towards a green growth 
and green economy approach based on energy efficiency and climate 
change mitigation in buildings. Governments also need to proactively 
contribute so that buildings are recognized as a key sector for NAMA in a 
new post-Kyoto climate regime under the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC). The recently adopted Action Plan for Energy-
efficient Housing in the UNECE Region has been presented and welcomed 
as a significant step in the right direction and an opportunity for the 
countries of the region to use it to develop the national action plans. The 
governments must take a leading role and set policies and enabling 
framework. It was made clear that an adequate combination of 
regulations, incentives, market instruments and information/awareness 
raising is necessary. Moreover, rather than just telling countries what to 
do, the UN has decided to lead by example, promoting sustainable 
building and energy efficiency in UN offices throughout the world.  

The main focus of the Forum was on ways and means of financing EE and 
RE investments. Numerous speakers in their presentations and 
participants in the discussion sessions indicated obstacles that prevent 
projects from being financed. These include legislative and regulatory 
barriers, lack of economic incentives, existing fossil fuel subsidies and 
artificially low energy tariffs, lack of transparency and cumbersome 
procedures for obtaining permits and access to grid connections, relatively 
small size of individual projects, lack of local capacity in preparing project 
proposals up to market standards, lack of interest and knowledge in the 
banking community in financing EE and RE projects, and lack of 
awareness among businesses of the benefits of implementing EE 
measures to name a few. 

It was emphasized that all types of financing – public, development, 
carbon credits, and commercial – are important to make EE and RE 
projects viable. However, the real challenge is to tap into private 
(commercial) financing sources, which can provide amounts that are order 
of magnitude higher than all others combined. The role of the state is 
seen mainly in creating a legislative and regulatory environment that 
would foster EE and RE market formation, promote public-private 
partnership (PPP) and encourage private financing to go into the EE and 
RE sector by mitigating risks and ensuring level playing field for all actors. 
Development financing remains important at the current stage and needs 
to be adjusted to the specific needs of particular countries. Importance of 



work on capacity building to develop bankable projects cannot be 
overestimated. It was noted that the global economic slowdown has had a 
direct negative impact on EE and RE investments by making financing of 
the projects much more difficult. In response to the financial crisis 
governments have to continue reinforcing their policies for increasing 
energy efficiency and promoting clean energy production. 

Participants expressed their interest in specific examples of the ways 
financing is provided in case studies presented on energy efficiency funds 
in Bulgaria and Thailand. Presentations by the International Finance 
Corporation (IFC), European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(EBRD), EurAsian Development Bank (EADB), Norsk Energi, ICF 
International and Renaissance Finance International on their experience in 
financing and implementing projects were welcomed by the audience. 
Conning Asset Management Limited presented an innovative approach to 
making EE investment funds work in the framework of the UNECE 
Financing Energy Efficiency Investments for Climate Change Mitigation 
(FEEI) Project. 

The geographical focus of the Forum was on countries of Central Asia and 
other countries of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS). 
However, the Forum had a global outreach as it offered opportunities to 
share experiences in overcoming barriers to energy efficiency and 
renewable energy from other regions of the world. A number of countries 
from South-Eastern Europe participating in the FEEI Project were 
represented. In the framework of the UNECE Global Energy Efficiency 21 
(GEE21) project, a representative from the UN Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) presented current status and 
prospects of EE and RE in the ECLAC region. In addition to the Central 
Asian countries, ESCAP region was represented by experts and officials 
from China (by remote connection), India, Iran, Japan, Malaysia, 
Mongolia, Singapore and Thailand. 

Participants of the Workshop on Investments in Energy Efficiency 
and Renewable Energy Projects discussed policy reforms to promote 
investments in EE and RE with specific examples of achievements and 
remaining challenges in Serbia, Ukraine, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Russian Federation. The reforms 
are directly connected with the potential for investments in EE and RE 
projects as was emphasized by delegates from Belarus, Republic of 
Moldova, Russian Federation, and the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia. A representative of the Zoi Environment Network made a 
presentation on the integrated renewable energy vision in one of the 
municipalities in Bosnia and Herzegovina. A representative of the 
UNECE/FAO Timber Section in his presentation discussed current use and 
potential of wood energy in the UNECE region.  

It was noted that large and diverse RE potential in the CIS countries could 
have important benefits for the environment, energy security and the 
economy if a wide range of barriers to the deployment of RE technologies 
can be overcome resulting in a more favourable investment climate. 
Interregional cooperation can contribute greatly to overcoming these 



obstacles since many of the opportunities and constraints for the future 
development of renewable energy resources are common among the CIS 
countries. 

On the third day of the Forum, the 18th session of the UN Special 
Programme for the Economies of Central Asia (SPECA) Project Working 
Group on Water and Energy Resources and the Workshop on the Baku 
Initiative on Energy Efficiency and Conservation were held.  These 
meetings presented and discussed the draft SPECA region concept on 
energy efficiency cooperation and requested further inputs from national 
experts, Government representatives and other participating 
organizations.  

Delegates of the International Energy Efficiency Forum expressed their 
appreciation to the Forum organizers for the opportunity to have 
stimulating and productive discussions on the issues of vital importance 
for their countries and organizations and proposed to make the 
International Energy Efficiency Forum a regular event. It was also stressed 
that cooperation between various organizations of the UN system involved 
in the work on energy efficiency and renewable energy is crucial for 
making the most of the available resources, avoiding duplication and 
finding areas for joint activities. 

Presentations made at the Forum and other Forum materials are available 
at: 
http://www.unece.org/energy/se/docs/eneff_AstanaEEForum_Sept10.html 

 
 


