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 I.  Introduction 

1. The mandate of the Group of Experts on Gas (the Group of Experts) is to provide a 

forum for multi-stakeholder dialogue on promoting the sustainable and clean production, 

distribution, and consumption of gas in the United Nations Economic Commission for 

Europe (ECE) region.  

2. The areas of work of the Group of Experts are policy dialogue and exchange of 

information and experiences among ECE member States on gas-related issues of regional 

relevance, including the ever-increasing share of gas in the total primary energy supply and 

its social and environmental impacts. Concrete activities of the Group of Experts on Gas are 

intended to help member States deliver on key political commitments, such as the Paris 

Agreement on climate change and the Sustainable Development Goals. 

 II.  Concrete activities 

3. On the basis of the outcomes of the implementation of the Work Plan for  

2014-2017 and the recommendations from the Group of Experts and its Bureau, the Group 

of Experts will undertake a number of activities. Among these activities, two represent a 

continuation, adjusted as needed, of the 2014–2017 work plan. Several new activities in line 

with the mandate of the Group of Experts are also indicated. In addition, following the request 

of the Committee on Sustainable Energy to explore opportunities for closer cooperation 

among its subsidiary bodies, the Group of Experts will engage, within the scope of its 

expertise, in joint work on the transition of the energy sector.  
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4. The Group of Experts notes that under the current resource constraints successful 

implementation of the work plan requires institution of dedicated task forces. When deciding 

on which activities to pursue, the Group therefore has considered the willingness of experts 

to take an active role in the task forces and other Group of Experts’ work between sessions 

as one of the key selection criteria success. 

 A. Role of gas in attaining Sustainable Development Goals 

Description:  

This activity will explore how gas and liquefied natural gas (LNG) can help attain the 

Sustainable Development Goals, and in particular Goal 7 – to ensure access to affordable, 

reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all. Gas may play a crucial role in access to 

energy. Some 2.7 billion people, or 40 per cent of the world’s population, still do not have 

access to clean fuels and technologies for cooking. Increasing the share of gas in the total 

primary energy supply, by for example replacing coal with gas, could help increase the rate 

of improvement in energy efficiency. Goal 7 also calls on United Nations Member States to 

increase the uptake of renewable energy, which gas is well-placed to support. Natural gas is 

relevant to attaining a number of other Sustainable Development Goals. Among them are: 

Goal 1 (no poverty), Goal 2 (zero hunger), Goal 5 (gender), Goal 6 (clean water and 

sanitation), Goal 7 (affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy), Goal 8 (decent work 

and economic growth), Goal 9 (industry, innovation and infrastructure), Goal 11 (inclusive, 

safe, resilient and sustainable cities), Goal 12 (sustainable consumption and production 

patterns), and Goal 13 (climate action). 

Work to be undertaken:  

(a) The International Gas Union (IGU) will lead this work and prepare evidence, 

position papers and materials that highlight the role that gas and LNG could play in achieving 

the Sustainable Development Goals and elaborate barriers that prevent them from playing 

that role. 

(b) The Group of Experts will review this material and organize policy dialogues 

on the role that gas could play in attaining the Sustainable Development Goals.  

(c) The Bureau and the secretariat will, in collaboration with IGU, disseminate 

position papers and proceedings from the policy dialogues electronically and at the Group of 

Experts annual sessions and other relevant events and workshops. 

Deliverables:  

(a) Policy dialogues on the enabling role of gas in attaining the Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

(b) Dissemination of selected materials, position papers, and proceedings from the 

policy dialogues on the role of gas in attaining the Sustainable Development Goals and the 

obstacles to that role. 

Timeline: 

(a) Policy dialogues on the enabling role of gas in attaining the Sustainable 

Development Goals: April 2019. 

(b) Dissemination of various materials, position papers, and proceedings: 

December 2019. 
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 B. Best practices in managing methane emissions along the gas value chain  

Description:  

In many ECE member States, there is an opportunity to improve efficiency and reduce 

methane emissions along the entire gas value chain. Methane emissions from the gas value 

chain reduce the climate benefits of natural gas and could, if emissions are significant, 

undermine the role of gas in the energy system of the future.  

Work to be undertaken:  

(a) The proposed activity reflects a special contribution from the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) on behalf of the Global Methane Initiative 

(GMI), as part of the extrabudgetary project on reducing methane emissions from the 

extractive industries. Further contributions to this project and work are being solicited. 

(b) The Group of Experts will review any ongoing activities of other organizations 

on this topic to ensure their results are reflected, to ensure that there is no duplication of work 

and to identify key partners with whom to cooperate,  

(c) The Group of Experts will invite other international companies, organizations 

and associations to contribute.  

Deliverables:  

(a) Case studies on reducing methane emissions from the gas sector in the ECE 

region. 

(b) Best practices in managing methane emissions along the gas value chain 

(including monitoring, reporting and verification (MRV) and remediation). 

Timeline: 

(a) Case studies on reducing methane emissions: December 2018. 

(b) Best practices in managing methane emissions: December 2019. 

 C. Role of gas in improving urban air quality  

Description:  

Urban air quality is degraded by accumulation of nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxide, 

methane, volatile organic compounds, sulphur dioxide, and particulate matter. Use of natural 

gas as opposed to other fuels such as coal, biomass, diesel or petrol, would produce 

significantly lower concentrations of these pollutants and hence improve urban air quality. 

Replacing some of these fuels in electricity generation and transportation with natural gas 

may help improve air quality, in particular in the urban areas of the economies in transition 

of the ECE region and in developing countries beyond the ECE region.  

Work to be undertaken:  

(a) IGU will lead this work in collaboration with the World Health Organization 

(WHO).  

(b) Building upon case studies on urban air quality recently published by IGU, the 

Group of Experts will develop policy recommendations for ECE member States and other 

United Nations Member States on the role of gas in improving urban air quality. 
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Deliverables: 

(a) Policy dialogue on the role of gas in improving urban air quality. 

(b) Policy recommendations on the role of gas in improving urban air quality. 

Timeline: 

(a) Policy dialogue on the role of gas in improving urban air quality: April 2019. 

(b) Policy recommendations on the role of gas in improving urban air quality: 

December 2019. 

 D. Renewable energy and natural gas as the best combination to enhance 

the energy efficiency in the whole energy system 

Description:  

There are significant opportunities to increase energy efficiency throughout the entire 

energy system by considering natural gas with renewable energy sources. The goal of this activity 

is to take a wider perspective and consider the role of gas in improving the energy efficiency of 

the energy system, highlighting the comparative advantages of gas in terms of flexibility and 

efficiency and identifying its optimal combination with renewable energy (from the perspective 

of enhancing energy efficiency and decreasing emissions and energy’s carbon footprint). The 

Group of Experts will cooperate with the Group of Experts on Cleaner Electricity Production from 

Fossil Fuels and the Group of Experts on Renewable Energy on this activity. 

Work to be undertaken:  

(a) The Group of Experts will examine the role of gas, including LNG, as an 

enabler for penetration of intermittent renewable energy sources. The Group of Experts will 

seek input from and cooperate with the Group of Experts on Cleaner Electricity Production from 

Fossil Fuels and the Group of Experts on Renewable Energy. 

(b) Enagas will lead this activity drawing on its ongoing collaboration with the 

Sustainable Gas Institute and other stakeholders. 

Deliverables:  

(a) Policy dialogue on synergies between renewable energy and natural gas. 

(b) Recommendations on improving interactions between natural gas and 

renewable energy sources. 

Timeline: 

(a) Policy dialogue on synergies between renewable energy and natural gas:  

April 2019. 

(b) Recommendations on improving interactions between gas and renewable 

energy: December 2019. 

 E. Emerging issues 

Description:  

This activity is a scoping exercise on the role of biogas and biomethane, synthetic gas, 

power to gas, hydrogen, and other emerging concepts of the use of gas as part of the future 

energy system. This forward-looking activity may involve many contributors (IGU, 

European Biogas Association, hydrogen community, companies such as Audi, etc.), and may 



ECE/ENERGY/2017/10 

ECE/ENERGY/GE.8/2018/3 

 5 

involve collaboration with other groups of experts and other ECE subprogrammes and 

Divisions on topics such as comparative assessment of transportation options for mobility 

efficiency and climate mitigation 

Work to be undertaken:  

(a) The focus of the Group of Experts will be on the economic and environmental 

interplay between conventional gas and other emerging concepts (biogas, hydrogen, hythane) 

and long-term synergies. 

(b) The secretariat will take the lead on this activity, until the Group of Experts 

identifies other champions. 

Deliverables:  

(a) Policy dialogue on the role of gas in the future energy system. 

(b) Recommendations on the role of biomethane and synthetic gas in the future 

energy system.  

Timeline: 

(a) Policy dialogue on the role of gas: April 2019. 

(b) Recommendations on the role of biomethane and synthetic gas: December 2019. 

 F. Promoting sustainable and clean production, distribution, and 

consumption of gas and LNG in the ECE region  

Description:  

An annual policy dialogue on the ways to promote the sustainable, secure and clean 

production, distribution, and consumption of gas and LNG in the ECE region. This activity 

stems from the core mandate given to the Group of Experts.  

Work to be undertaken:  

The Group of Experts, at its annual session and other occasional meetings and 

workshops held in the ECE region, will organize events to present and disseminate relevant 

policy papers on various gas topics on an ad hoc basis. 

Deliverables:  

(a) Annual policy dialogues on gas supply, transit and demand. 

(b) Presentations at annual sessions of policy papers on topical issues, for in-depth 

consideration. 

Timeline: 

(a) Annual policy dialogues on gas supply, transit and demand: December 2019. 

(b) Presentations at annual sessions of policy papers: December 2019. 

    


