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1. Introduction.

The ICG is pleased to announce the formal release of the first UN/CEFACT Core Component Library. It has been produced in compliance with existing procedures and it is considered satisfactory for implementation.

2. Input procedure
The ICG has noted that the released document is not in compliance with the standard TBG Excel Spreadsheet that is available on the website. Experience has shown that the standardisation of the boilerplate for released UN/CEFACT documents is essential to their successful use in the marketplace. It should be also noted that the ICG also lost some time because of the additional changes in the spreadsheet layout between the first pass (2005-10-07) and the second pass (2006-01-18) of the CCL 1.0 releases. Consequently the ICG recommends that a boilerplate corresponding to this first official release (2006-01-18) replace the existing document on the website. In addition it is recommended that the boilerplate is adequately documented. Any evolution of this boilerplate should only occur after adequate forewarning to the user community at large.

	Col n°
	Column Name TBG17 website template
	Name CCL 1.0 (first pass)

	1
	Source
	Source

	2
	Identifier
	Unique ID

	3
	Dictionary Entry Name
	Dictionary Entry Name(DEN)

	4
	ACC/ BCC/ ASCC/ ABIE/ BBIE/ ASBIE
	ACC/ BCC/ ASCC

	5
	Definition
	Definition

	6
	Comment
	Library Note

	7
	Object Class Qualifier(s)
	Object Class Term

	8
	Object Class Term
	Property Term

	9
	Property Term Qualifier(s)
	Representation Term

	10
	Property Term
	Associated Object Class Term

	11
	Data Type / Repesentation Term Qualifier(s)
	Business Term(s)

	12
	Representation Term
	Occurrence Min

	13
	Associated Object Class Qualifier(s)
	Occurrence Max

	14
	Associated Object Class
	TDED Reference

	15
	Business Term(s)
	

	16
	Cardinality Min
	

	17
	Cardinality Max
	

	18
	Context Categories Business Process
	

	19
	Context Categories Region (Geopolitical)
	

	20
	Context Categories Official Constraints
	

	21
	Context Categories Product
	

	22
	Context Categories Industry
	

	23
	Context Categories Role
	

	24
	Context Categories Supporting Role
	

	25
	Context Categories System Constraints
	


In analysing the differences it can be seen that in some cases columns have been eliminated (shown in bold in the table below). It is to be noted however that there are certain column names which have changed (shown in italics in the table below). Finally a column that has been added to the library spreadsheet (shown in bold italics in the table below) with the first pass has been eliminated in the second pass.

	Col n°
	Column Name TBG17 website template
	Name CCL 1.0 

edition 2005-10-07
	Name CCL 1.0 

edition 2006-01-18

	1
	Source
	Source
	Source

	2
	Identifier
	Unique ID
	Unique ID

	3
	Dictionary Entry Name
	Dictionary Entry Name(DEN)
	Dictionary Entry Name(DEN)

	4
	ACC/ BCC/ ASCC/ ABIE/ BBIE/ ASBIE
	ACC/ BCC/ ASCC
	ACC/ BCC/ ASCC

	5
	Definition
	Definition
	Definition

	6
	Comment
	Library Note
	Library Note

	7
	Object Class Qualifier(s)
	
	Object Class Term Qualifier(s)

	8
	Object Class Term
	Object Class Term
	Object Class Term

	9
	Property Term Qualifier(s)
	
	Property Term Qualifier(s)

	10
	Property Term
	Property Term
	Property Term

	11
	Data Type / Repesentation Term Qualifier(s)
	
	Repesentation Term Qualifier(s)

	12
	Representation Term
	Representation Term
	Representation Term

	13
	Associated Object Class Qualifier(s)
	
	Associated Object Class Term Qualifier(s)

	14
	Associated Object Class
	Associated Object Class Term
	Associated Object Class Term

	15
	Business Term(s)
	Business Term(s)
	Business Term(s)

	16
	Cardinality Min
	Occurrence Min
	Occurrence Min

	17
	Cardinality Max
	Occurrence Max
	Occurrence Max

	18
	Context Categories Business Process
	
	

	19
	Context Categories Region (Geopolitical)
	
	

	20
	Context Categories Official Constraints
	
	

	21
	Context Categories Product
	
	

	22
	Context Categories Industry
	
	

	23
	Context Categories Role
	
	

	24
	Context Categories Supporting Role
	
	

	25
	Context Categories System Constraints
	
	

	26
	
	TDED Reference
	


The fields in the spreadsheet will be mapped as follows:

	Col n°
	Name CCL 1.0
	UN/CEFACT Registry Name Metamodel name

	1
	Source
	Administrative Information-Submitting Organisation

Note: Registrar = Stig Korzgard

Registration Authority = UN/CEFACT

Status information = approved

Start Date = approval date

	2
	Unique ID
	Registry Class-Unique Identifier

Note: Version = 1.0

	3
	Dictionary Entry Name(DEN)
	RegistryClass-DictionaryEntryName

	4
	ACC/ BCC/ ASCC
	UN/CEFACT Registry Object Type

	5
	Definition
	Registry Class-Definition

	6
	Library Note
	Descriptive Information-Comments

	7
	Object Class Term
	AggregateCoreComponent-ObjectClassTerm

	8
	Property Term
	BCC Property-PropertyTerm

ASCC Property-Property Term

	9
	Representation Term
	DataType-RepresentationTerm (addition needed to maintain coherence)

	10
	Associated Object Class Term
	AggregateCoreComponent association mapping

	11
	Business Term(s)
	CoreComponent-BusinessTerm

	12
	Occurrence Min
	See next line

	13
	Occurrence Max
	CCProperty-Cardinality (convention (min-max)) where min can equal 0, 1 or n values and max can equal 1, n, or * values)

	14
	TDED Reference
	Descriptive Information-Comments


RECOMMENDATION 1: TBG 17 revise the current Excel boilerplate to align it with the published library boilerplate and to provide the procedure defining how the document may evolve.

The ICG notes that the worksheet labelled CCT in the CCL spreadsheet is merely there for reference purposes and consequently will not be used by the ICG. The CCTs will be captured from the CCTS specification.

The ICG notes that the worksheet labelled Input Data Type in the CCL spreadsheet is empty. Consequently the Registry will provide an attribute to capture the Representation Term in the Data Type instance. This is not compliant with the current CCTS metamodel.

A Registry object will be created for the CCL with the version of 1.0 and will regroup all the library objects together.

3. Code list recommendations

In several instances there are recommendations for code list usage associated with the BCC (example Address.Country.Identifier contains the expression "reference ISO 3166 and UN/ECE Rec3"). The ICG recommends that in these instances only the UN Recommendations should be provided as it appears incoherent to propose other lists as it diminishes the value of the UN Recommendation. In addition it also appears to recommend several code lists since this does not lead to harmonisation. If several lists need to be identified then they should be identified as examples and not as references.

RECOMMENDATION 2: TBG17 Review the code list recommendations to limit them to only one code list.

The ICG has also noted that recommendations for the use of established code lists from the UNCL are unequally provided (Tax.Type.Code has a recommendation to use UNCL code list 5153, whereas the use of the UNCL codelist for the Address.Format.code 3477 is not provided).

The current directory only references 9 out of some 268 UNCL code lists:

1001  Document name code
4237  Payment arrangement code
4435  Payment channel code
5153  Duty or tax or fee type name code (expressed incorrectly as 513)
5237  Charge category code
5243  Rate or tariff class description code
5305  Duty or tax or fee category code
6245  Temperature type code qualifier
7273  Service requirement code
In all there are some 73 coded Basic Core Components one would expect that a significantly higher number of this codes have UNCL code lists.

RECOMMENDATION 3: TBG17 Review the BCC which should use code lists from the UNCL and  recommend their use in the descriptions.

When code lists are specified they are surrounded by either square (example Document.Type.Code) or rounded brackets (example Address.Country.Identifier). It is recommended to either align these codes to a single representation or explain the different usages.

RECOMMENDATION 4: TBG17 review the BCC descriptions and align the use of brackets.

4. Inconsistencies identified

The initial version of the CLL produced had a number of different attributes with the same description. These were subsequently reviewed and corrected. The lines in question are: UN00000773, UN00000346, UN00000759, UN00000243, UN00000497, UN00000498, UN00000400, UN00000790
In addition the code UN00000287, Contract.Means.Code had no description and was consequently suppressed. 

The following descriptions had spelling errors that were subsequently corrected: UN00000048, UN00000049, UN00000095, UN00000767, UN00000401, UN00000410, UN00000208 and  UN00000543.

Finally the following elements had the same unique identification and were also corrected: “

· UID: UN00000318 assigned to Document.Receipt.DateTime and Document.Response.Datetime

· UID: UN00000320 assigned to Document.Control.Indicator and Document.Copy.Indicator

· UID: UN00000243 assigned to Person.Tax.Communication, Person.URI.Communication and Person.Fax.Communication.

All identified inconsistencies have been corrected.

Note: With the correction of the description of UN00000243 the word “facsimile” has been used in the place of  the word “fax”. The description of UN00000759 should be reviewed in consequence.

It should also be noted that if the current modifications to the CCTS are approved then the following 2 elements will require their representation terms to be changed: UN00000399, UN00000117. This is because a “Duration” is expressed as a period of time and not a measure.

RECOMMENDATION 5: TBG17 review UN00000399 and UN00000117 in light of the possible change in the concept of duration being carried out in the CCTS group.

5. Maintenance procedures

The ICG has noted that there are currently no maintenance procedures available enabling the submission of change requests concerning the evolution of an approved library object and its subsequent approval within the UN/CEFACT process. 

With the publication of this first Core Component Library this will become a major handicap in its management. The ICG will have no means of determining whether all submitted change requests have been processed and correctly applied to the library. 

It will only be possible in the immediate future to submit new core components to the library until this feature has been put into place.

RECOMMENDATION 6: The Forum Management Group should immediately put into place an ad hoc group to produce a set of recommendations concerning library maintenance for approval by the Forum as quickly as possible.

6. Recapitulation of Audit team recommendations

RECOMMENDATION 1: TBG 17 revise the current Excel boilerplate to align it with the published library boilerplate and to provide the procedure defining how the document may evolve.

RECOMMENDATION 2: TBG17 Review the code list recommendations to limit them to only one recommended code list.

RECOMMENDATION 3: TBG17 Review the BCC which should use code lists from the UNCL and  recommend their use in the descriptions.

RECOMMENDATION 4: TBG17 review the BCC descriptions and align the use of brackets.

RECOMMENDATION 5: TBG17 review UN00000399 and UN00000117 in light of the possible change in the concept of duration being carried out in the CCTS group.

RECOMMENDATION 6: The Forum Management Group should immediately put into place an ad hoc group to produce a set of recommendations concerning library maintenance for approval by the Forum as quickly as possible.
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Differences between the website official layout and the layouts provided for the first and second library productions.







