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Work programme of the Legal Group 

The Legal Group’s mandate is: 

· analysis, research and review of legal processes and issues; 

· identification of constraints to more effective legal processes and procedures; 

· practical proposals for the removal of such constraints; 

· draft UN/ECE Recommendations; 

· development, publication, and promotion of guidelines supporting best legal practice; 

· contributions to and, where appropriate, efforts to influence related work in other organizations such as UNCITRAL and ICC; 

· provision, as required, of practical legal advice and assistance to the work being undertaken by other UN/CEFACT permanent and ad hoc working groups and contributions to the formation of the legal aspects of policy.

These outputs are delivered on the basis of a work programme that is constantly updated on a roll-over  

basis after each session of the Legal Group. The most recent version follows.

	Activity
	Tasks
	Description
	Priority
	Action item
	Dates
	Status

	
	
	
	
	
	Start
	End
	Responsible

Party
	Comments



	1.  Development of new UN/CEFACT Recommendations or other deliverables
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1.1 Rec. 31

“Electronic Commerce Agreement”
	Promote Recommend. 31 

Latest paper: TRADE/CEFACT/2000/25

Work together with potential partners on the development of software to support the recommendation
	M
	8 
	03/98


	05/04
	David Marsh
	Develop a detailed specification for software to support Recommendation No. 31, and look for a software developer. Coordinate activities with ICC.

Publicise Rec.31 to the user community.  

	
	1.2 Rec. 32: “E-Commerce Self-Regulatory Instruments (Codes of Conduct)”
	Promote Recommend. 32

Latest paper: ECE/TRADE/277
	M
	
	ongoing
	All LG members, 

Secretariat
	All LG members and the secretariat will promote Recommendation 32 among their constituencies

	
	1.3 Model Certification Authority terms 
	Draft a Recommendation

Draft a problem statement

Latest paper: TRADE/CEFACT/2000/33
	L
	
	03/00
	06/04


	Klaus Brisch
	Rob van Esch to continue with the collection of legal paragraphs, certification policies and terms and conditions for CA.



	
	1.4 Cross-border recognition of electronic signatures
	Draft a Recommendation

Latest paper:

CEFACT/2000/LG23
	H
	15 to 19
	ongoing
	Britta Brisch

Klaus Brisch


	Organize a Workshop on this issue in 2004 to kick off this work.

(Rob van Esch to distriute the report on the Dutch voluntary accreditation scheme if available in 

English) 

	
	1.5 Legal Issues in Trade Facilitation 
	Draft a best practice document

Latest paper:

-Informal paper prepared by Phil Nihols

-CEFACT/2001/LG06
	H
	12
	06/01
	06/05
	Phil Nichols
	Phil Nichols will coordinate this joint project - research and revising the first draft of the best practice document and coordinate with ITPWG and TMG.

	
	1.6 Survey on e-commerce readiness (in Africa)
	
	H
	2 to 7
	06/01
	05/04
	A. el-Bahi

Sami Kallel

Klaus Brisch

David Marsh

Maria Misovicova
	David Marsh will draft a note on e-commerce awareness in active e-commerce countries

	
	1.7 Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) and Online Dispute Resolution (ODR)
	(1) Draft a Recommendation.

Latest paper: Draft Recommendation on Online Dispute Resolution CEFACT/2001/LG14/Rev16 from 26 February 2003

(2) Organize a symposium with major arbitral institutions
	H
	13
	10/00
	12/04
	Ton Wagemans

Klaus Brisch

Phil Nichols

Houston Lowry

Phil Nichols

Maria Misovicova
	

	
	1.8 Contribution to the eBusiness work of UNCEFACT: UMAC - Joint project between the Techniques and Methodologies Group (TMG) and the Legal Group (LG) on legal issues in ebXML (objective: deliverables enforcing e-business solutions by common legal understanding,)
	Providing advice to the ebXML team on the necessity for more legal awareness and make contributions as required.

Latest paper: 

CEFACT/LG04/Rev.1
	H
	9 to 11
	Ongoing
	David Marsh

Anders Tell
	The LG will prepare opinions on legal issues of the eBusiness work of UNCEFACT when requested.

	
	1.9 Trading Partner Agreement (TPA)
	Endorsement and promotion of the Trading Partner Agreement by UN/CEFACT

Latest document: 

TRADE/CEFACT/2003/19
	H
	
	9/01
	Plenary 

2003
	David Marsh
	Deliverable produced in collaboration with EDIFICE – Done – the LG should continue promoting it.

	2. Monitoring of developments in potential work items for the LG


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	2.1  International private law
	
	L
	
	Ongoing
	Anne Troye
	

	
	2.2 Data protection
	
	L
	
	Ongoing
	Klaus Brisch

Rob van Esch
	

	
	2.3 Negotiability
	
	L
	
	Ongoing
	Mahin Faghfouri
	

	
	2.4 Electronic tax filing
	
	
	
	Ongoing
	Klaus Brisch
	

	
	2.5 Electronic billing
	
	
	
	Ongoing
	Klaus Brisch
	

	3. Cooperation, liaison, promotion
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	3.1 Provision of support to LG subgroups
	
	H
	
	Ongoing
	Klaus Brisch

David Marsh

Phil Nichols

A. el-Bahi

R. Salehkhou

D.Weikersheimer
	Incorporate the members of the AFACT and N. American Legal Sub Groups in the overall LG list and listserver. David Marsh will continue with the development of a Latin American subgroup and with the exploration of the possibility to create an African subgroup. He will contact Niels Rasmussen, with a view to explore the possibility to create a Middle Eastern subgroup. 

	
	3.2 Liaison with other UN/CEFACT Working Groups, and international organizations (UNCITRAL, UNCTAD, OECD, ICC) in accordance with LG‘s TOR
	
	M
	
	Ongoing
	David Marsh

Renaud Sorieul

Anne Troye

Dan Hunter

Andre Meillassoux

Houston Lowry
	David Marsh and Renaud Sorieul will provide regular information on the work of UNCITRAL on transport and logistics legislation. 



	
	3.3 Promotion of LG work through conferences, presentations, web site, etc.
	
	H
	27
	Ongoing
	David Marsh
	David Marsh to prepare PowerPoint presentations on Recommendations 31 and 32.
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